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PREFACE 


■ ♦♦ 

The present work is intended as a continuation of my 
First Middle English Primer ; it will, I hope, be welcome, 
not only to those who have already worked with the earlier 
book, but also to the more numerous class of students who 
simply wish to acquire the power of reading Chaucer at sight 
in such a way as to do full justice to the metre, and at 
the same time to restore, as far as possible, the genuine 
Middle English pronunciation. 

My grammar is based mainly on Ten Brink’s Chaucers 
Sprache und Verskunst, although, as will be seen, I differ 
from him on many questions of pronunciation. As regards 
vertu, vertew , &c., I have adopted Henry Nicol’s view (Transs. 
Phil. Soc. 1877-9, vi), which Ten Brink seems to have over¬ 
looked. In the treatment of the French elements and the 
versification I have followed him more closely, as also in 
the inflections. 

The phonetic transcriptions added to the Complaint to 
Pity and the Prologue may seem too minute and conjectural. 
But in studying a dead language we must adopt some definite 
pronunciation, and it is surely better that the beginner should 
have the benefit of the knowledge and experience of others— 
however imperfect the results may be—than that he should 
be left to flounder about by himself. Those who find a 
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difficulty in realising a phonetic notation would do well to 
work through a few pages of my [.Primer of Spoken English ]. 

To avoid clashing with the volumes of Chaucer extracts 
already published by the Clarendon Press, I have followed 
the advice of that old Chaucer hand, Dr. Furnivall, and 
made my selections mainly from the minor poems, adding, 
however, the greater part of the Prologue to the Canterbury 
Tales, together with an abridgment of the Pardoner’s Tale, 
so as to complete the view of the development of Chaucer’s 
genius in its chief aspects. 

The text of the last two pieces is based on the Ellesmere 
MS., which certainly comes nearer to Chaucer’s own language 
than the Harleian; that of the others on the one-text editions 
of the Chaucer Society. I have made as little alteration as 
possible in the MSS. texts, although metrical considerations 
made an exact reproduction of any one MS. impossible, and 
I have not hesitated to remove distinctly un-Chaucerian 
spellings wherever they seemed likely to confuse the 
beginner. I have not attempted to forestall the inevitable 
German who, it is to be hoped, will some day give us a 
critical edition of Chaucer, but have contented myself with 
attempting to construct a readable, metrical text. Whenever 
I introduce a conjectural reading, which I have frequently 
had to do in the Minor poems, I give the 1 \IS. reading at 
the foot of the page. I need scarcely say I have utilised 
Ten Brink’s ciitical editions of the Complaint to Pity and 
the Prologue. 

Rhiconich, 

23 Aug. 1886 . 
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In this new edition I have been able to utilize Professor 
Skeat s Minor Poems of Chaucer , and consequently am now 
able to present a much more satisfactory text of those minor 
poems included in my selection. If, as one might almost infer 
from Professor Skeat’s preface, it was my remark about ‘ the 
inevitable German ' which induced him to undertake this most 
welcome piece of work, I can only say that my little book 
ought to feel itself very much flattered. On the other hand 
I have the pain of knowing that my playful epithet has given 
offence in some German quarters; although the majority of 
German scholars have taken it as it was meant—as a direct 
compliment to German energy, and an indirect reproach to my 
own countrymen. 

I am glad to see that my phonetic treatment of Chaucer’s 
language has also had a stimulating effect on Professor Skeat, 
the result of which is his lately published school edition of the 
Prologue , which may be cordially recommended to those who 
are unable to take phonetics except homoeopathically. 

In the present edition I have cut out most of the MS. 
readings, as I consider such details superfluous in a book of 
this character. I have, of course, carefully revised the 
phonetic notation. I have not added any notes, for which I 
must refer the reader to the editions of Professor Skeat. 


Reigate, 
a8 Nov, 1891. 


HENRY SWEET, 
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SECOND MIDDLE ENGLISH PRIMER. 


■ ■ 4 + 

GRAMMAR. 

Chaucer was a native of London, and his dialect is the 
London dialect of the second half of the fourteenth century, 
which was mainly Midland, mixed, however, with some 
Kentish and South-Western elements. In its grammatical 
forms Chaucer’s English is closely allied to that of the 
Ormulum. In its spelling it shows the same French influence 
as the Ancren Riwle, only stronger. The two main changes 
that took place in the language itself during the fourteenth 
century were (i) the further loss of grammatical forms, and 
(2) the wholesale introduction of French words. 

SPELLING. 

The chief innovations in spelling that took place in the 
course of the fourteenth century (some of which began 
earlier in some parts of the country) were the following. 
The sound of (uu) was represented by the French ou , u 
keeping its older value of French 22, long and short, as also 
that of short (u) in many cases. But as in writing u was 
liable to be confused with some other letters, especially ;/ 
and 02, the sound of (u) was, according to French usage, 
expressed by 0 in such words as sone ‘ son,’ somer , world ’, 
cors—curs ‘curse/ &c. As 1 was an ambiguous letter, 
again after French usage—was substituted for it, especially 
when in juxtaposition with «, n , 02, as in wyues=wyves , 
fyru ‘ fine,’ and generally at the beginning and end of words. 
Initial u was often written v, as in vnder, and initial /’ was 
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often written as a capital letter. The diphthongs ai, au , &c., 
were often written ay, az#, especially at the end of words, or 
before a vowel, as in say , lazve. w was also written for u in 
such words as narw, sorwful , on the analogy of narwe (plur.) 
and sorwe , where it represented the cons. w. In the con¬ 
sonants $ was completely, and p and 3 almost completely 
disused, sch being also gradually supplanted by sh. f was 
no longer allowed to represent the sound of v. y was used 
as a consonant instead of palatal 3. 

In the spelling used in this book, which is in most cases 
that of the Ellesmere MS. of the Canterbury Tales, the 
following letters and digraphs (denoting simple sounds) 
occur : a , t>, c , d, e,f, g, )1 , ie, j, k , /, m , n, , 0, p , ph , ?(«), r, 

/, th , «, z/, 0. In the MSS. j hardly ever occurs, 

being usually written i or /, or expressed by 3, and u and v are 
used to express both the vowel and the consonant; in this book 
i and /, u and v are distinguished as in the present spelling. 
The long vowels are often denoted by doubling, especially 
in monosyllables, and when final; but i and u are never 
doubled, because of the graphic confusions that would arise. 
In this book diacritical marks have been added to some of 
the letters to distinguish their sounds, giving the following 
additional letters: /, g, d, p, it, u , long vowels being marked 
("), unless already doubled in the MSS. Silent letters we 
put in italics. 

PRONUNCIATION. 

The following table shows the probable pronunciation of 
the vowels and diphthongs, with approximate key-words:— 


a 

(a) 

man 

as in <zha I 

a 

(aa) 

name 

„ aha 1 

ai, ay 

(ai) 

day 

,, m/'ne. 

au, aw 

(au) 

cause 

„ haus G, 
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0 

(e) 

men as 

in 

m*n. 

e, ie, ye 

( ee ) 

he, meschief 

yy 

see G. 

9 

0) 

del 

yy 

[here. 

ei, ey 

(ei) 

w ey 

yy 

veil. 

ei, ey 

(eei) 

grey 

yy 

=e + i. 

§*> §y 

(Ei) 

k$ye 

yy 

= ? + i. 

eu, u 

(eeu) 

newe, vertu 

yy 

= e + u. 


(eu) 

sh§wen 

yy 

= ? + u. 

i, y 

JO) 

kyng 

• 

yy 

si F. 

A 


1(0 

in 

yy 

in. 

y 

00 

Ilf 

yy 

s ie G. 

o 

(0) 

on 

yy 

sinne G. 

6 

(oo) 

god 

yy 

so G. 

9 

(0 

brgd 

yy 

on, but long. 

oi, oy 

(oi) 

noise 

yy 

Diise. 

o(gh) 

(ou) 

noght 

yy 

= o-fu. 

ou, ow 

(oou) 

growen 

yy 

= 6 + u. 

9 U > 9 W 

(ou) 

sgule 

yy 

= 9 + u. 

u, w, 6 

(00 

yong, narw 

yy 

sou F. 


U«) 

us 

yy 

fell. 

ou, ow 

(uu) 

hous 

yy 

m//th G. 

• • 

u 

r(y) 

argument 

yy 

6 cu F. 


l oo 

jUst 

yy 

= wide of F. u. 

u, ui 

(yy) 

usen, fruit 

yy 

= long F. u. 

The 

pronunciation of the ‘weak' 

e in name, &c., is un- 

certain, 

and it is 

safest to pronounce it 

like the e of men ; 


it probably varied between the e of father and that of fishes. 
When - es rhymes on ys, &c., it must, of course, be pro¬ 
nounced -is. 

The distinction between ei, h, pi is not quite certain, and it is possible 
that they were all levelled under the first. So also with eu, pu, and 
with ini, pu. 

The distinction of narrow and wide i is inferred from phonetic 
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transcriptions of the beginning of the sixteenth century—the Welsh hymn 
to the Virgin (in Trans. Phil. Soc. 1880-1) being apparently still older— 
in which wide i is identical with the Welsh y. These transcriptions show 
that i was narrow, =(i), before the back conss. k, g, r) (as in sing) and 
before gk, and when final, and was wide, = (z), elsewhere. Hence we may 
with some confidence assume that in Chaucer’s pronunciation the i was 
narrow in such words as ihikke , six, big, kyng , nyght, many , and pro¬ 
bably also in such a word as pitee, where an unaccented i is followed 
by a cons, beginning an accented syllable; and that it was wide in such 
words as wille, is, sitten, stiibben. There is no direct evidence of a 
parallel distinction in u and ii, but these vowels no doubt followed the 
same law as i. 

The distinction between at and ci, as in day and wey, was probably 
still kept up in Chaucer’s pronunciation, but the two diphthongs were 
beginning to be confused, probably through the a of at being modified 
nearly to the sound of our vowel in man. 

e and 0 were probably pronounced very close, approximating to 

i and ii respectively. 

noght, &c., is often written nought ; the former spelling is adopted 
here to prevent confusion with ou = (uu), this diphthong ou only 
occurring before gh. 

As regards the consonants, it is necessary to pronounce 
the doubled ones really double, stinnt ‘ sun ’as in ‘ penknife ’ 
not as in ‘penny/ So also in alle, sitten. ssh between 
vowels, as in fresshe, seems to mean (JJ), but the doubling of 
the j when the sh is final, as in fissh, was unmeaning. The 
doubled cons, in French words were often pronounced single, 
especially in unaccented syllables, as in tirannye ; also ll in 
such words as boille?i. 

Most of the consonants were pronounced as in the present 
English, c had the two sounds of (k) and (s) as at present, 
and was silent in the combination sc in such words as 
science, conscie?ice. In all cases -where g had the ‘ soft' sound 
(dg) it is marked g in this book, g in ng seems to have 
been always distinctly sounded; as it still is in such words 
as longer. Double gg, as in egge ‘edge,’ was probably 
= (dd3), cch being =(ttj), as in cacchen ‘ catch/ 
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h was silent in honest , honour , humble and some other 
French words, just as it is in the present English. It was 
further dropped in unaccented words, such as he, hath, how, 
these words keeping the h when emphatic and accented. 
r was always a strong trill, as in Scotch. 

The vowel i, y was often pronounced as the cons, y 
when preceded by certain conss., especially /, n, s, and 
followed by a vowel, as in many a man, glorie , famiilier, 
condicioun , such a word as the last having in poetry some¬ 
times four, sometimes only three syllables. II in French 
words, such as boillen, vitaille , was perhaps sometimes pro¬ 
nounced ly{y cons.) but it was generally=simple /. French 
gn , as in compaignye , Boloigne , was perhaps sometimes pro¬ 
nounced wy (_y cons.), but in familiar pronunciation it was= 
simple a, preceded either by a diphthong, as in the two 
instances just cited, or by a long vowel, as in signt r=(siine), 
dignitee =(diinitee). 

gh had two distinct pronunciations. After the front vowels 
e , i it had the sound of German ch in ich, as in streight, high, 
bryght. This front gh was vocalized into consonantal y 
before a vowel, and then generally dropt, as in the plural hye. 
The other gh had the sound of German ch in auch,= the 
German ch in ach rounded. Hence it is always preceded 
either by (uu), as in ynough , plough , or by u forming the 
second element of a diphthong. This u is always written 
after a , as in taughte , laughter , while after o it is sometimes 
written, sometimes left to be inferred from the following gh, 
as in trogh, trough, thoghte, thoughte. This gh was often 
dropped before a vowel, especially after (uu), as in the plural 
ynowe. 

s had the two sounds (s) and (z), as in the present English. 
But final s was always (s) not only in such words as pens — 
the present pence, but also in his, was , &c. 
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So also final f was always (f) in of\ ya/= the present of, 
gave, as well as in staf— staff. 

th always had the sound of (J>), not only in such words as 
thing, but also in the, this, then, &c. In foreign words, such 
as apothecarie, it probably had the sound of t, especially in 
proper names. 

and th were voiced (z, S) between vowels or vowels and 
voiced consonants, as in houses (huuzes)= house's and houses , 
erlhe 1 earth/ 

As a general rule every written consonant must be pro¬ 
nounced. This applies especially to the k in kn-, and the w 
in wr-. 


Stress. 

There are three main degrees of stress or accent: strong, 
half-strong, and weak. In such a word as martyrdom the 
first syllable is strong, the second weak, the last half-strong. 
In the texts we mark strong stress by (*) at the beginning of 
the syllable when necessary. In poetry the strong and half¬ 
strong stresses were allowed to change places where this was 
required by the metre, so that martyrdom could be pro¬ 
nounced with the strong stress on the last syllable. So also 
creature in poetry may have the strong stress either on the 
first or the third syllable, the second and fourth being always 
weak. Other examples are r^soun, nature. The popular 
tendency in these words was no doubt to throw the stress 
back as much as possible. Even weak syllables often take 
the strong stress away from an adjoining strong syllable 
in poetry. Such weak syllables are called accentuable. 
Final e, as in name, is never accentuable. Examples of 
accentuable weak syllables are afforded by the second 
syllables of worthy, syngynge, fre?idshipe. Stress-shifting on 
to a naturally weak syllable at the beginning of a line or a 
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metrical pause (caesura) should be softened down as much as 
possible by giving the two syllables a nearly equal stress, as 
in Pity 59 shfiveth, Prol. 125 after. Stress-shifting on to the 
rhyme-syllable must, of course, be marked by a more emphatic 
stress, as in Pity 32 sodeynly. These are the three places in 
which stress-shifting is most frequent. 

PHONOLOGY. 

Quantity. 

The most important change that took place in the fourteenth 
century was the lengthening of accented short vowels before a 
single consonant followed by a vowel, as in name, fen, byfgre. 
i and u, however, were not lengthened: writen , sdne. 
Monosyllables generally kept their short vowels, which are 
lengthened when a vowel is added in inflection or otherwise: 
smal, plur. stnale , bath, plur. bathes , batlien verb. If the cons, 
is doubled when a vowel is added, there is, of course, no 
lengthening of the preceding vowel: at , plur. a/le. 

r, /, n in a following syllable seem often to have kept 
vowels short, as in fader K fader , heven, hgven, as also y : many, 
body . 

Long vowels were probably more or less shortened when unaccented, 
as in have when used as an auxiliary, or otherwise made unemphatic. 

Accented vowels were lengthened before ng, nd, mb, as in 
Igng, blynd, clymben, except that i and u were short before ng: 
syngen , sotigen ptc. 

Vowels. 

The distinction between close and open e and /, 0 and p is 
most easily learnt from the present spelling, in which, as a 
general rule, the close vowels are represented by ee, ie, 00, as 
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in see, feel, field, too, moon — Chaucerian sen, fielen, field, to, 
morn, the open by e, ea, o, oa, oe, as in rede, sea, stone , broad, 
>?=Chaucerian rgd, sg, sign, brgd, fig. Note, too, that 5 is 
pronounced (uu) in the present English, g being pronounced 

(ou). 

In who, two, womb the o has developed out of older g by 
the influence of the w. 

Close and open e and 5 are generally separated in rhyme, 
except finally, where e is allowed to rhyme on /, and d on g 
because otherwise there would not be rhymes enough. Thus 
se can rhyme on slg 1 slay/ two on sg, &c. 

Older ogh regularly becomes ough, as in plough,ynough. 

Old-English y is generally represented by the Midland i, 
as in bisy, synne, but also by the South-East-Midland and 
Kentish e, as in besy=.bisy, kessen, and further by the West- 
Saxon u, as in biisy, Caunterbury. 

The French u was regularly diphthongized into eu when 
final or followed by a vowel, which pronunciation is here 
written u, as in vertii, crugl. The latter word is, indeed, 
often written crewel. 


Consonants. 

Double consonants are written single when final, thus to the 
plur. alle corresponds al in the sing. Conss. that were origi¬ 
nally single are doubled between vowels in some words: God, 
gen. Goddes, ship, plur. shippes. 

Final unaccented n is often dropped in inflections, such 
as the infinitive bynde(n), pret. pi. herde(n), and in derivate 
syllables, as in ofile(n). In the following frequent, mostly 
unemphatic words, it is regularly dropped before consonants 
(except h), and kept before vowels and h : gn, an, myn, thyn. 
So also firg is generally used instead of from before con* 
sonants. The n of on is dropt in o loft ‘ aloft/ 
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Unaccented e. 

The unaccented e in such words as name , grene Igves, was 
still pronounced in Chaucer’s time, but was beginning to 
drop out. Hence, although generally preserved strictly in 
rhyme, it is often dropped in the body of the verse whenever 
it suits the metre. It was, besides, more or less regularly 
dropped in accordance with certain laws. In this book the 
silent *>s are put in italics. 

The most important of these laws is, that two ‘ weak ’ (com¬ 
pletely unaccented) were, as a general rule, not allowed 
in two successive syllables, one of them being consequently 
dropped. Thus fether has \A\iv./etheres, often written fethres , 
foere was pronounced either gore or gver, never as a trissyllable. 
Even after a half-strong syllable there was a tendency to drop 
a weak e . In this way the dropping of a final e often depends 
on the position of the accent; thus, when such words as 
nature , manere retain their French accent on the middle 
syllable, the final e is always kept, but when the accent is 
thrown back to the first syllable, it is regularly dropped. 

There was also a tendency to drop weak e in subordinate 
words, such as hire , thise ‘ these,’ wgre, before ; in these 
words, indeed, and in some others, it is always silent. It is 
kept in writing, partly because it was probably sounded in 
the emphatic pronunciation of these words, partly because 
it in some cases was a guide to the pronunciation. Thus 
the final e of thise shows that it was pronounced (piz), and 
so distinguishes it from the sing. /&/x=(]?/s). 

There is also a strong tendency to drop final e in such 
words as sdne ‘ son/ wtine ‘ habit,’ and in participles such as 
write, come , which have dropped their final // — that is, after a 
single cons, preceded by short i or u. But these seem to 
have been kept in rhyme. 

This was probably the result of an unconscious desire to get rid of 
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short accented syllables, which, through the general lengthening of 
short vowels before single consonants in such words as name, had come 
to be in the minority. 

Some words, lastly, had originally two forms, one with, 
the other without a final e ; such words are here ,, her, and 
thpre , lh%r. 

Other weak vowels besides e are dropt in some words. 
Thus the u in Jerusalem was silent, that is was contracted 
into that's, this is into this*. 

In verse, a final weak e was regularly dropt before another 
vowel beginning the next word, and, of course, before silent 
h, whether in such French words as humble , or in unemphatic 
words such as his, or in unaccented syllables, as in barneys 
when the stress is on the last syllable. Hiatus was freely 
allowed after the, and ne =‘ neither/ but not after ne= not, 
nor generally in other words, except after a pause. 

Other vowels were occasionally elided in verse before a 
vowel, especially those of me, the, to, as in mawr$ke, f abyden. 

INFLECTIONS. 

SUBSTANTIVES. 

The only regular inflections are the -es of the genitive 
singular, and of the plur., in which the gen. is the same as 
the 1 common * case (nominative). Substantives with irregulai 
plurals form the gen. plur. by adding es to the common case 


plural:— 

Sing. Com. foul ‘ bird' man 

Gen. foules mannes 

Plur. Com. foules men 

Gen. foules mennes 


When -es rhymes on ys &c., it is often written -ys. 

The e is often dropped when an unaccented syllable pre* 
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cedes, as in hevenes, /ciders (also fad res), /a dyes, ladys, after 
vowels, as in fgs, and in French words, such as servaunts, 
often written servauntz. petty has plur. pens. 

Originally feminine nouns, such as lady, chirche , often keep 
their old genitive, which in these words is the same as the 
common case: his lady grace , the chirche dgre. Names 
ending in r are often uninflected in the gen., such as Troilus, 
Venus. So also heritage, and some other French words. All 
native subst. ending in s , f th vocalize these conss. into (z, 
tS, v) before - es : wyf gen. and plur. wyves. 

The following substantives are invariable in the plural : 
f°lk, hors , kyn, monpe, ngt, ‘ cattle/ nyght, pound, ship, swyn, 
thyng, winter, ygr. But the regular plurals monpes, thynges, 
ygres also occur, fot as a measure is invariable in the plur. 
French words ending in hisses are often invariable in the 
plur.: cas, vers(es). 

The following show vowel-change : ?nan , men; worn man, 
wommen ; fot, fit ; gos, ges; toth, tith. 

The following form their plurals in -(< t)n : as she ; dogh/er 
( doghtren), fg (fgn), hgse , oxe, slid (shon), suster (sustren), ye 
‘ eye.’ The regular plurals shbs, sustres also occur, brother 
has plur. brethren , and child has plural children, 

ADJECTIVES. 

Adjectives have a strong and a weak form, which latter 
is formed by adding e , and a plur. formed also in e: 

Strong Sing, god Weak Sing, gode 

Strong Plur. gode Weak Plur. gode 

The weak form is used after the definite article: theydnge 
sdnne, and other demonstratives: this ilke mdnk ‘ this same 
monk/ possessive pronouns: my swgr?ie brother, and as a 
vocative : live brother t But if an attributive adjective is put 
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after its subst. it keeps the strong form : on the morwt grey , 
now lady bryghl ! 

Adjectives in - e , such as newe , are of course invariable, as 
also are such dissyllabic adjectives as cursed , honest. 

The comparative ends in -er (invariable), and the superla¬ 
tive in -esl, which is declinable. gr$t compares gretter, grettest. 
The following are irregular: 


pld 

elder 

eldest 

god 

better 

best 

?vel 

werse 

werst 

muche(l) 

mpre 

mpst 

lltel 

lasse 

l$st 

l?ng 

lenger 

lengest. 


mgre has plur. tng. 


NUMERALS. 




CARDINAL. 

1 Qn, g 

2 two, tweye, tweyne 

3 thre 

4 foure 

5 fyf. fy ve 

6 six, sixe 

7 sewne 

8 eighte 

9 nyne 

10 ten 

11 elevme 

12 twelf, twelve 

13 threttene 

14 fourtene 

15 fiftene 


ORDINAL. 

firste 

other, secounde 

thridde 

ferthe 

fifte 

sixte 


tenthe 


threttenthe 


PRONOUNS, 


J 3 


16 sixtene 

17 seventene 

18 eightetene 

19 nynrtene 

20 twenty 
30 thritty 
40 fourty 

100 hondred 
1000 thousand. 

The fuller forms fyve, &c. are generally used when the 
numeral stands alone, or is put after its substantive. 

PRONOUNS. 

The personal pronouns have two cases, nominative and 
objective, and are declined thus :— 

SINGULAR. 


Nom. 

I 

thou 


Obj . 

me 

the 



PLURAL. 


Nom . 

we 

ye 


Obj . 

US 

you 



SINGULAR. 



Masc. 

Neut. 

Fem. 

Nom . 

he 

(h)it 

she 

Obj. 

hym 

(h)it 

''T 

hir* 



PLURAL. 


Nom. 


they 


Obj. 


hem 



i is really the unaccented form of tch, but this fuller form 
is rarely used by Chaucer. 
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thou is sometimes run on to a preceding verb, as in shaltou 
= s/ialt thou. 

The plur. ye, you is often used as a sing, in respectful 
address. 

The reflexive pronoun is often the simple pronoun, but 
generally self (selven, selve) is added: my-self thy-self, hym-self 
(masc. and neut.), hire-self\ oure-selfyoure-self hem-self 
The possessives are myin), lhy{n), his masc. and neut., 

hire, oure,youre, here. 

myn and thyn drop their final n before conss. except h, 
keeping it when they follow their subst.: Grisilde mynl 
They have plur. myne, thy tie, as in children myne; when they 
precede their subst. the plur. in e only appears before a 
vowel, where it is, of course, elided, as in myne yen. The 
plur. of his is often written hist, but the e is never sounded. 

The absolute (predicative) forms of the possessive pronouns 
are: myn, thyn, his, hires, oures,youres, heres. 

The old indefinite me ‘ one ’ still survives, but men ‘ men ’ 

is generally substituted for it, as in Prol. 149* 

Demonstratives, that , plur. thg. this, plur. thise. that 
is used in the sense of ‘ the ’ in that ilke ‘ the same ' = ihilke 
(for the ilke). ilke 1 same,’ this ilke , &c. The definite article 
the is indeclinable, swich, such , has plur. swiche adjectival, 

swiche substantival. 

Interrogatives. Norn, who, Obi. whom, Possessive whos. 
which, plur. whiche. whether , ‘ which of two ? ’. As a con¬ 
junction whether is often contracted into whgr . 

Relatives, which is sometimes used as a gen., as in 
Prol. 4 : of which vertii, ‘ from whose virtue/ the which, 
who and that are also used as relatives, as also the com¬ 
pounds which-that, the which-that, that-he, that-his, that- 

him, &c. 

Indefinites. gn,ngn,atiy. stim,\>\y\T.stime. stim-what. other, 



VERBS . 
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othres , plur. a/, plur. aZ/c’, al being generally used as a 

plur. before the def. article, demonstratives, and possessives : 
al the wordes , al thy fraides, al also preserves the old strong 
gen. plur. in combinations such as here aller cappe (Prol. 
586), alder-best ‘ best of all/ eyther , neyther , gen. eytheres, 
neytheres. gch, dat. echo, pverich-gn. maty, plur. many, 
many a(n). aught , oght. naught, noght. 

VERBS. 

There are two classes of verbs, strong and weak, the former 

conjugated by means of vowel-change in the root, the latter 
by the addition of d (/). 

The following paradigm of the strong verb bynden will 
show the general scheme of endings: 


INDICATIVE. 

SUBJUNCTIVE. 

Pres. sing. 1. bynd-e 

bynd-e 

2. bynd-est 

bynd-e 

3. bynd-eth 

bynd-e 

plur. bynd-e(n) 

bynd-e(n) 

Pret. sing. 1. bpnd 

bound-e 

2. bounde; bpnd 

bound-e 

3. bpnd 

bound-e 

plur. bounde(n) ; bpnd 

bounde(n) 


Imper. sing, bynd ; plur. bynde(th), bynd. Infin. bynde(n). 

Part.pres, bynd-ynge; prei. (y)bounde(n). 

Some verbs have a gerund in - ne , which often drops the e, 

and is thus confused with the infinitive: id ddn(e), to seynie) 
1 say/ 

It will be observed that there is a tendency to extend the 
singular forms to the plur., especially in the pret. indie, and 
imperative. The tendency to drop final n also helps to level 
the endings, especially in the whole of the subjunctive. The 
only fixed endings are - e, - est , - eth , -ynge. 
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STRONG VERBS. 

In these the 2nd sing. pret. indie, and the whole pret. 
subj. originally always had the vowel of the pret. plur. indie.: 
thou hounde , if he bounde , &c., agreeing with we bounden ; but 
in most verbs the 2nd sing. pret. indie, is levelled under the 
two other persons of the sing.: thou drank instead of thou 
dronke. The e of the 2nd sing. pret. indie, is not sounded 
except in verbs of the 3rd conjugation. 

The endings -est and -eth often drop their vowel: lyest and 
lyest, comelh and ctimth. -(d)delh and -(t)ieth when contracted 
become -/, long vowels being shortened: stldeth, slit; biddeth , 
bit\ fyndelh, fynt\ bitelh, bit ; mgtelh ‘dreams/ met. -seth 
becomes - st , with vowel-shortening: riseih, rist. 

The -en of the infin. drops its e in some verbs, especially 
those ending in a vowel: sen ‘ see,’ sign ‘ slay.' 

The - en of the part. pret. often does the same, especially 
after vowels and r, /: s/ayn, bgrn, stgln. It often drops its », 
especially when i or u precedes, in which case the e is also 
dropt, though kept in writing : come, drive. The part. pret. 
often, though not necessarily, takes the prefix y. 

The following are the chief strong verbs. ‘ Weak ' forms 
are marked with a star. 


I. ‘ Pali ’-conjugation. 


PRES. 

PRET. 

INFIN. 

falle 

fel, fil 

fallen 

walke 

welk *, *walked* 

* walked 

l^te 2 

let 

lgten 

slepe 

slep, *slepte 


wepe 

wep, *wepte 


i?p e 

lep 



1 P. F. 297. 


* Imper. I it, tat. 



‘7 


*■^1 pratap college libr 

sRiNxmn 


growe 
big we 
hglde 
hgnge 

hgte (be called) 

kngwe 

thrgwe 


grew 

blew 

held 

heng 

het, ^highte 1 , *hette 2 

knew 

threw 


growe n 

big wen 

hglden 

hgngen 

hgten 

kngwen 

thrgwen 


bake 

for-sake 

shake 

shape 

take 

wake 

sw§re 

stgnde 

drawe 

laughe 

si? 

h§ve 
wasshe 
waxe, wexe 


II. ‘ Shake ’-conjugation. 


■ 

baken 

-sok 

-saken 

shok 

shaken 

shop 

shapcn 

tok 

taken 

wok 

waken 

swor 

swgren 

stod 

stgnden 

drow 

drawen 

lough 

laughen 

slough, slow 

slawen 

haf 

_ 

wessh 

wasshen 

wex 

woxen 


bynde 

fynde 

grynde 

wynde 

clymbe 


HI* 4 Bind ’-conjugation. 

bgnd y pi. bounden bounden 
fgnd i pi. founden founden 

grounden 

wgnd ; pi. wounden wounden 
clgmb; pi. clomben 3 clomben 


1 Als ° J s f, d T a , s a P res ’> especially in the shorter form hight. 
r. I*. 436. 3 A j so c i 0 Ufn i )en ^ 


C 
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rynge 

rgng; pi. rongen 

rongen 

synge 

spng; pi. songen 

songen 

sprynge 

sprgng; pi sprongen 

sprongen 

stynge 

stgng ; pi. stongen 

stongen 

th rynge 

thrpng; pi. throngen 

throngen 

wrynge 

wrgng; pi. wrongen 

wrongen 

drynke 

drank; pi. dronken 

dronken 

synke 

sank; pi. sonken 

sonken 

shrynke 

shrank 

— 

stynke 

stank; pi. stonken 

stonken 

swynke ( labour ) 

-- 

swonken 

bi-gynne 

-gan; pi. -gonnen 

-gonnen 

Wynne 

wan; pi. wonnen 

wonnen 

swymme 

swam; pi. swommen 

swommen 

renne 

ran; pi. ronnen 

ronnen 

kerve 

karf; pi. korven 

korven 

sterve [die) 
delve 

starf; pi. storven 

storven 

helpe 

halp; pi. holpen 

holpen 

s welle 

swal 

swollen 

yelde 

— 

yolden 

breste (burst) 

brast; pi. brosten 

brosten 

fighte 

faught; pi. foghten 

foghten 


IV. ‘ Bear ’-conjugation. 

bgre 

bar, ber 

bgren 

brgke 

brak 

brgken 

she re 

— 

shpren 

sp$ke 

spak ; pi. speken 

spgken 

stgle 

stal 

stglen 

t$re 

tar 

tpren 

trgde 

trad 

trgden 


VERBS, 
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wgve 

waf 

wpven 

wrgke 

— 

wrpken, wr^ke 

come 

cam, com ; //.camen 

comen 

ngme (take) 

nam, nom 

nomen 


V. * Give ’-conjugation. 

gte 

et; pi. eten 

$ten 

g?te 

gat 

g^ten 

m§te {measure) 

mat 

m£ten 

bidde 

bad 

b^den 

sitte 

sat, set 

s^ten 

yive 

yaf 

yiven 

lye 

lay; pi. leyen 

leyen 

se 

say, saugh 

seyen, sene 

(quethe) 

quoth, quod 

— 


VI. € Shine ’-conjugation. 

agrlse {be terrified) agrgs 

— 

bide 

bgd 

biden 

bite 

bgt 

biten 

dryve 

drgf 

dryven 

glide 

glgd 

gliden 

gnlde (rub) 

gngd 

gniden 

ride 

rgd; pi. riden 

riden 

ryve {tear) 

rgf 

— 

rise 

rgs 

risen 

shyne 

shgn 

— 

shryve 

— 

shryven 

smyte 

smot 

smyten 

stride 

strgd 

— 

stryve 

strgf 

stryven 

write 

wrgt; pi. writen 

writen 


C 2 
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VII. c Choose ’-conjugation. 


chese ( choose) 

ch$s; pi. chpsen 

chgsen 

cleve 

*clefte 

clgven 

crepe 

cr§p; *crepte; pi. crppen 

crgpen 

lese {loose) 

*loste 

lgr(e)n, *lost 

shete {shoot) 

— 

shoten 

sethe 

— 

soden 

louke {lock) 

— 

loken 

flye, fie (fly) 

fleigh,fley; ^/.flpwen 

flgwen 

fle {flee) 

fleigh, fley, *fledde 

— 

drye {suffer) 

pi. dryen 1 

— 

bede {bid) 

bad 

— 


bede owes its pret. bad to confusion with bidden (conj. 5). 


WEAK VERBS. 

There are two conjugations of weak verbs: (1) those 
with pret. in -de (- te ); (2) those with pret. in -ede (- ed). 


Conjugation I. 


INDICATIVE. 

Pres, si Jig. 1. her-e 

2. her-est 

3. her-eth 

phir. her-e(n) 

Pret. sing. 1. herd-e 

2. herd-est 

3. herd-e 

plar. herd-e(n) 


SUBJUNCTIVE. 

her-e 

her-e 

her-e 

her-e(n) 

herd-e 

herd-e(st) 

herd-e 

herd-e (n) 


Imper . sing, her(e); plur. her-eth, her(e). Infin, here(n). 

Part. pres, her-ynge; pret. (y)herd. 


1 P. F. 251. 
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The endings -esl and -eth are contracted as in the strong 
verbs : setleth, set, etc. 

The d of the pret. and part. pret. becomes / after t,p, s,f: 
grelen, gretie ; kepen, kept *; kissen, kiste ; Invert, lafte. Final 
-// in the part. pret. is written -rdd, -Idd-, -?idd- become 
-r/-, -It-, -nt - respectively: girde, girte , girt; bilde, bilte, 
bill) wende, wen/e, we?it. -de, -d also become -te, -t after 
simple 1 ( 1 ), n(n) : felen, felte ; dwellen, dwel/e ; mpie71, mente; 
brejirien ‘burn/ brenie. -thd - becomes dd in kit hen ‘make 
known/ kidde, kid (part, also kithed). 

Many verbs shorten long vowels in the pret. and part. 

pret.: here, herde , herd ; felen, felte\ meten , metle\ wene?i 
‘ think/ wende . 

The following change g to a in the pret. and part. pret.: 
drgden, dradde ; Igden, ladde; Ipjen, lafte; rgden ‘ advise/ 

‘ read ’ radde ; rpjen, rafte; sprgden, spradde. clgthen has 
cladde, clad, but also clgthed. 

The following show consonantal irregularities: 

drenchen, dreynte. queue hen, queynte. spre?igen ‘ sprinkle/ 
spreynte. 

bringen , broghte. byen, beyen ‘ buy/ bog hie. cacchcn, caughte. 
recchen ‘ care/ roghte. rgchen ‘ reach/ raughle. seken, sechen, 
soghle. shriken, shnghle (shrikede). s/recchen, slraughte. 

tgchen, taughle. thenken, thenchen ‘ think/ ihoghte . thynken 
‘ seem/ ihoghle . werken, wroghle. 
fecchen ‘ fetch/ felte. 


Conjugation II. 


INDICATIVE. 

Pres. sing. i. lov-e 

2. lov-est 

3. lov-eth 

plur. lov-e (n) 


SUBJUNCTIVE. 

lov-e 

lov-e 

lov-e 

lov-e(n) 
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Pret. sing. i. lov-ed<? 

2. lov-edest 

3. lov-ed<f 
plur. lov-ed(en) 

Imper. sing, lov-e; plur. lov-eth. 


lov-ed<? 

lov-ede(st) 

lov-ed<f 

lov-ed(en) 

Infin. lov-e(n). 


Part. pres, lov-ynge ; pret. (y)lov-(e)d. 
The full ending -eden of the pret. is rare. 

The pret. is often contracted to lovede. 


The shortened part. pret. is rare, except in French verbs 
with the stress on the first syllable: armed,ypunisshed =(-i/t). 
Not in caried, studied &c. 

maken has pret. makede , made , part, pr et.ymad. 
qiiiten ‘ requite ’ has part. pret. quit. 


STRONG-WEAK VERBS. 


INDICATIVE. 

Pres. sing. 1. can 

2. canst 


SUBJUNCTIVE. 

conne 

conne 


3. can conne 

plur. conne(n); can conne(n) 

Pret. kouthe, koude. Infin. conne(n). 

So also : 

dar, darst ; dorsie. 

may , myght (mayst), pi. mowe(ri). Pres. subj. mowe. Pret. 
myghte. 

mot 1 must/ most , mo ten; moste. 

pwe. pwest, gweth; oghte. 

shal , shall, shullen , shul(en); sholde. 

zvpl * know/ wpst, wifeipi). Imper. wile. Pret. wiste. Inf. 
witen. Partt. witynge , wist. 



VERBS. 
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A similar verb is 

wily wol , w/ 7 /, wil(en\ wdl(en). Subj. wile, while. 

Pret. wolde. Part. Pret. wold. So also nyl ‘ will not/ pret. 
nolde. 


IRREGULAR VERBS. 

am , art, is; plur. £/(«), rarely <zr(«). Subj. be. Pret. was , 
wgrz, wgre{n). Subj. pret. wgre. Imper. 3 ^; 

Infin. be(n). Part, be-ynge; be(n). So also ?iam ‘ am not/ 
nis, nas , w/re. 

^<2^, yfaz/e, plur. have(n ), &2«, hart. 2nd pers. 

plur. also haveth . Pret. hadde, hade. Part. pret. 

do, dost, doth, don. Sub], do. Pret. dide. Imper . do; doth. 
Infin. do(n). Gerund to done. Partt. doynge ; dd(n). 

gg, gQ s ty gplh, gg{ti). Pret. wente,yede. Inf. gg(ji)- Partt. 

gpyng *; gQ(n). 




KEY TO THE PHONETIC TRANSCRIPTION. 


For the vowels see p. 2. 

The only consonant-symbols that require explanation are: 

£ as in i ch G. 

6 „ the n 

j „ .you 

r) „ sing 

{ » 

P » ‘hm 

x „ au ch G. 

3 „ measure. 

The stress is marked as follows: 

The first syllable of a group is strong (s.) when no mark 
is prefixed; if (-) is prefixed, it is weak (w.); if (;) is pre¬ 
fixed, it is extra strong (es.). Unmarked syllables which do not 
begin a group are weak. Half-strong (hs.) stress is marked ( :). 

The following, therefore, is the accentuation of the first line 
of the Complaint to Pity : 

w. es. w.hs.w. s. hs. s.w s. 

-pi ;tee -}?at:iiav souxt :so jora go. 



TEXTS. 


I. 

COMPLAINT TO PITY. 

Pite that i hav<f soght sg ygYe agpp, 
with herte sgpr* and ful of besy peyne, 
that in this world was n^ver wight s g w gg f 
withoute d§th— and yf i shal nat feyne, 
my purpos was to Pite to compleyne 
upon the crueltee and tiran^ye 
of Low, that for my trouthe doth me dye. 

And whan that I, by lengths of certeyn y§res, 
hadd* §wr*-in-9pn a tyme soght to sp^ke, 
to Pitee ran I, al bespreynt with t^res, 
to preyen hir on cnielte m* awr$ke; 
but gr i myght with any word outbroke, 
or tellen any of my peynes smerte, 
i fpnd hir d$d and buried in an herte. 

Adoun l fel, whan that I saugh the herse, 
d§d as stgn, whll that the swough me laste; 
but up i rggs with colour ful dyverse, 
and pitously on hir myn yen caste, 
and n§r the cors i gan to pr^sen faste, 
and for the spufc I shop me for to preye: 

I nas but lprn— th^r was ng mgre to seye. 



COMPLAINT TO PITY. 


-pi ;tee -J?at:iiav souxt :sd jora go, 

-w»]> herte sor -and follof bezi peine, 
-j?at:in)ws wwrld -was n£ver:wigt:so wd, 
-w/tfcuute dsj^— -and:/’fii:Jalnat feine, 

-mii p«rpos:was -too piteetook^m pleine 

-u:ponj?e:kreeuel teeand:t/ra niie 

-of *1 uv -)?at:formii troouSe doo|>mee diie, 

-and:whan)>at:ii, -bii leqtfof sertein j£res, 
-had:£vn’n on -a tiime souxttoo sp£ke, 
-too pitee ranii, albe spreintw/J) t£res, 
-too preienhfr -onrkreeuel teema wnke ; 
-but £rii:miQtw/J> ani woorduut br£ke, 

-or tellemani -ofmii peines smerte, 

-ii fondhfr d£d -and byrjedfnan herte. 

-a duunii fel, -whan:J?atii sauxj?e herse, 
;d££das ston, :whiil:j?atf>e swuuxmee laste 
-b«t «pii ros, -wf}> kuluurrfolldi verse, 
-and pftuusli -on hfrmiin iien kaste, 
-and:n£r)?e kors -iirgantoo pr£sen faste, 
-and:for{?e soul -ii:Joopmeefortoo preie: 
-ii:nasb«t lorn-}>£r:was:no mortoo seie. 



TEXTS. 


Thus am I slayn, sith that Pite is dgd. 

Al/as that day, that gv*r hyt sholde falle! 
what maner man dar now hgld* up his hgd? 
to whom shal any sorwful herte calle? 
now Cruelte hath cast to slggn us alle, 
in ydel hgp*, folk rgdelgs of peyne— 
syth she is dgd, to whom shul we compleyne? 

But yet encrgseth me this wonder newe, 
that ng wight wggt that she is dgd but f, 
sg many men as in her tym* hir knewe; 
and yet she dyed noght sg sodeynly; 
for I hav* soght hir ay ful besyly 
sith first i hadde wit or mannes mynde; 
but she was dgd gr that I koud* hir fynde. 

About* hir hers* thgr* stoden lustyly 
withouten any wgg, as thoghte me, 

Bounte parfyt, wel arm*d and richely, 
and fresshe Beaute, Lust, and Jolyte, 
assured Maner, Youth*, and Afoneste, 

Wis-dom, Estaat, and Drgd, and Governaunce, 
confedred bgth* by bgnd and al/iaunce. 

A compleynt had T, writen, in myn hgnd, 
for to han put to Pitee as a bille, 
but whan i al this company* thgr fgnd, 
that rather wolden al my cause spille 
than do me help*, i held my pleynte stille; 
for to that folk, withouten any fayle, 
withoute Pitee may ng bill* availe. 


33. hir ever. 



COMPLAINT TO PITY. 


:)ws:amii slain -s/]?:j>atpi teezs dsd. 

-a lasj?at dai, -J?at svrh/tjolde falle! 
:what:maner man :daar nuurhold upis lud? 
-too whoomjakani sor(u)f«l herte kalle ? 
:nuu:kreeuel tee -ha}> kasttoo slsn^s alle, 

-m iidel hap, :folk rsdelssof peine— 

Jeezs dsd, -too whomJVdiweekttm pleine? 


-bttt:jeten krssejxmeej^s winder neeue, 
-}?at nowi^t wot -J>at:Jeezs didbut ii, 

-so mani men -as.Yner tiimzr kneeue; 
-and:jetjee diied:nouxt:so swdeinlii; 
-foniiav souxtzr ai -fal bezilii, 
-szj>:fzrstii:hadde wzt -or mannes miinde ; 
-b«t:/eewas dsd :sr:J?atii:kuudzr fiinde. 


-aibuutzr hers -\>zt stooden lwstili 
-w*$:uuten:ani wo, -as J>ouxte mee, 
buun tee:par fit, :weel armd -and rrijeli, 

-and fre/Je beeutee, l«st -andidgoli tee, 

-a syyred maner, juutS -andones tee, 

wzz doom -es taat -and drsd -and:gwver naunse, 

-kon fedred:botSbii bondand:ali aunse. 


-a k«mpleint:hadii wnten -inmiin hond, 
-for:toohan p«ttoo pitee -asa bzlle, 
-but:whanii al)?z's:k«mpa niij?sr fond, 

-J>at raatSerwolden almii kauze spzlle 
-than:doomee help, -iirheeldmii pleinte st/He; 
-for:looJ?at folk, -wz&uutenani faile, 
-wztfcuule ;pilee :mai;no b/lla vaile. 



30 TEXTS . 

8. Than Igv* I al this* vertu*s sav* Pite, 50 

kep*yng* the cors, as ye hav* herd me seyn, 
confed*red all* by bgnd of cruelte, 
and ben assented that I shal be sleyn; 
and i hav* put my compleynt up ageyn, 
for to my fggs my bill* I dar nat shgwe, 55 

th’ ef/ect of which seith thus in wordes fgwe: 


9. Hi inrrblest of hert*, hy-est of reverence, 
beny^ne flour, coroun* of vertu*s alle, 
shgw'eth unto your* rial ex*el/ence 

your* servaunt, yf i dorste me sg calle, 60 

hys mortal harm in which he is yfalle, 
and noght al ggnly for his gvel fare, 
but for your -renoun, as he shal declare. 

10. Hit stgndeth thus: your* contrair*, Crueltee, 

al/yed is agayn your regalye, 6 5 

un-der colour of womanly be<zute— 

for men [ne] shold* nat kngw* hir tiran«ye— 

with Bounte, Gentiless*, and Curteisye, 

and hath depryved *yow now of your place, 

that hyght ‘ Beaute apertenaunt to Grace/ 7 ° 

11. For kynd*ly, by your* ^erytag* aryght, • 
ye ben annexed gv*r unto Bounte; 

and verrayly ye oghte do your* myght, 

to helpe Trouth* in his adversyte; 

ye ben alsg the coroun* of Be<zute: 75 

and certes, yf ye wanten in this* tweyne, 

the world is lgr*— thgr is ng mgr* to seyne. 
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-J>an kvii alf>z’z verteeus saavpi tee, 
kee pii]gj>e kors, -as:jeeav herdmee sein, 
-kon fedred al -bii bondof:kreeuel tee, 
-and:beena sented :J>atii:Jalbee slein; 
-andiiiav pzztmii kwmpleint //pa gein, 
-fontoomii fos -miibzllii:daarnat /sue, 

-J>e fektofcwhz'tj :seij> £>«s -z'n woordes fsue : 


ym blestof hert, :ii estof:reve rense, 

-be niine fluur, -ko ruunof verteeus alle, 

Jru e)>z/n:toojuur riialekse lense 
-juur servaunt, z'fii dorste:mee:so kalle, 

-his mortal harm -zh:whz'tj-ee/si falle, 

-and nouxtal onli -forzs Evel faare, 
-b//t:for:juur renuun, -asee:Jalde ldaare. 

-hz’t stondej? )>us: -juur kz/ntrair, rkreeuel tee, 
-a liiedizs -a gainjuurirega liie, 

:«n:derku luurof wwmanliibeeu tee— 
-for.menne:Joldnat knouzrtzra niie— 

-w ip buuntee, idgenti les -andkz/rtei ziie 
-and:ha]?de priived :juunuuofjuur plaase, 

-J>at higtbeeu teea:perte naunttoo graase. 

-for kiindli, :biijuur eritaadsda rigt, 

-jee:beena neksed svrz/n:too:buun tee; 

-and veraiilii -jee ouxte:doojuur migt, 

-too helpe -trooutS -zh:hzsad:versi tee; 
-jee:beenal:so -]?e koruunof:beeu tee; 

-and sertes, :/T]ee wanten/n]?/z tweine, 

-)?e wz/rldis lor— -j?sr:zs:nD mortoo seine. 
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12. Jk what availeth Maner and Gentilesse, 
wilhoute yow, benygne creature? 

shal Cruelte be your governeresse ? So 

al/as! what herte may hyt lpnge endure? 
whprfpre, but ye the rather take cure 
to br^ke that pe-rilous al/iaunce, 
ye sleen hem -that ben in your obeisaunce. 

13. And further pver, yf ye suffre this, 
youre -renoun ys fordoon than in a thrpwe; 
th^r shal np man wite wel what Pite is; 
al/as that your renoun is falle sp lpwel 
ye be than frp youre heritage ythrpwe 
by Cruelte that oceiipleth youre place, 
and we despeyred that seken to your grace. 

14. Have mercy on me, thou A/erynes quene, 
that yow have soght sp tenderly and ypre; 

Ipt som strpm of youre lyght on me be sene, 
that love and drpde you ay Ien-ger the mpre; 95 
for, soth to seyne, I b$re the hevy sppre; 
and thogh i be nat kunnyng for to pleyne, 
for Goddes love, have mercy on my peyne 1 

15. My peyne is this, that what sp 1 desire, 

that have I noght, ne np thing lyk th^rto, 100 

and ever set Desire myn herte on fire 
pk on that other syde, where sp I gpp; 
what maner thing that may encrpse wpp, 
that have I redy, unsoght, everywhere: 
me ne lakketh but my deth, and than my bere. 105 


85 


90 
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:tk whata vailef) manrand:d3enti lesse, 
-witS uute ;juu, -be niine:kreea tyyre ? 
:Jal:kreeuel tee -bee :juur:g«verne resse ? 
-a las :\vhat herte :maift loijgen dyyre ? 
-wh£r:for -b«t:jee -j?e raatSer taake kyyre 
-too br£ke:}?atpe riluusali aunse, 

-jee slEnem:J>atbeen :injuur:obei zaunse. 


-and:f«itSer over, :rfjee s?/fre Jus, 

-juur renuun/sfor doonf>an -ma J>roue; 
-j>£r:Jal:no:man:wit weel :what ;pitee is; 

-a lasj>at:juurre nuunis fallso loue 1 
-jee:bee)5an:frojuur:eri taadgi prone 
-bii:kreeuel tee -J>atoky pii)?juur plaase, 
-and:weedes peird -J>at seekentoojuur graase. 


-hav mersi:onmee, :J>uue rines kweene, 
-]?at:juuav souxt :so tenderliand jore ; 
:kt:swm strtmofjuur li9ton:meebee seene, 
-]?at Iwvand drtdjuu aider) ger)?e more ; 
-for, soo))too sein, -ii b£rf>e hevi sore; 
-and:)?ouxii:beenat kwnnii)g:fortoo pleine, 
-for goddesdwv -hav mersionmii peine 1 


-mii peinis J>is, -]?at whatsoiiide ziire, 
-)?at:havii nouxt, -ne nojdqg liikf>£r too, 
-and £ver setde ziirmiin herton hire 
-£k:on)?at ootSer:siid, -wh£r soii go; 

-what maner J?ii)g)?at:maien krgse wo, 
-}>at:havii redi, wnsouxt, £vri wh£re : 

:meen lakke)?:b«tmii dsjo, -and j?anmii b£re. 



34 TEXTS. 

16. What nedeih to sh§w* parcel of my peyne? 
syth §\ery wpp that herte may bethynke 

i suffr<?, and yet I dar nat to yow pleyne. 

For wel I wgt, althogh i wak<? or wynke, 
ye rekke noght wheth-er I flet<? or synke. iio 

Yet nathel^s my trouth^ i shal sustene 
unto my d§lh, and that shal wel be sene. 

17. This is to seyn^: i w 51 be youres $ver; 
thogh ye me sl$§ by crueltee your fpp, 

algate my spirit shal ngver dis^ver 115 

frp your<? servis^, for any peyn<? or wpp. 

Sith ye be d^d— al/as that hyt is spp!— 
thus for your d§th I may wel wep* and pleyne, 
with herte spn? and ful of besy peyne. 
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16. :\vhat needej^toorjsu parselofmii peine? 
-sij>:Evri wo -f>at hertemaibe J>ir)ke 
-ii swfr -and:jetii daarnat :toojuu pleine. 

-for weelii wot, -al f»ouxii waakor wigke, 
-jee rekke nouxt, :whe:8erii fleetor sigke. 
:jet:naaSe Its -mii troouftii.-Jalsws teene 
-im:toomii ds)>, -and:j>atjal:weelbee seene. 

-}>is:istoo sein : -ii:w«lbee juures Ever; 
-J>oux:jeemee sis -bii:kreeuel tee -juur fo, 
-al gaatmii spirit :Jal:ns:verdi ssver 
-fro:juurser viis, -for:ani peinor wo. 
-sz}>:jeebee did — -a lasfatitis so !— 
:J>tts:forjuur ds)? -ii:maiweel weepand pleine, 
-wfj> herte sor -and fzdlof bezi peine. 


I) 2 
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II. 

THE FORMER AGE. 


1. 

A blysful 1 yf, a paysybk and a swete 
lad-den the peples in the former age. 

They held hem pay<rd of frutes that they ete, 
which<? that the feldes yaf hem by usage. 

They n^re nat forpampred with owtrage: 5 

unknpwen was the quyem* and gk the melle; 
they eten hawes, mast, and swych pownage, 
and dronken water of the cglde welle. 

2 . 

Yet nas the ground nat wounded with the plough; 
but corn upsprpng unsgw* of mannes hpnd, io 

the w'hich they gngd, and eet nat half inough. 

Ng man yet knew the forwes of his lgnd; 
ng man the fyr out of the flynt yet fgnd; 
unkorven and ungrobbed lay the vjme ; 
ng man yet in the morter spices grgnd, 15 

to clarre ne to saws* of galentyne. 

3 - 

Ng mader, w r eld*, or w-gd ng litestgre 
ne knew : the fles was of his former hew^e ; 
ng flessh ne wyst<? offenc* of egge or spgre; 
ng coyn ne knew man which was fals or trewe; 20 
ng ship yet karf the wawes gren<? and blewe: 
ng marchaunt yet ne fette owtlandissh ware; 
ng trompes, for the werres folk ne knewe, 
ne towres hy*, and whiles rownd<f or square. 

7. mast hawes. **• gnodded. 


3. of the. 
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4 - 

What shold* it ban avayled to werreye ? 
Th^r lay 119 profyt, th§r was np rychesse» 
But corsed was the tym*, I dar wel seye, 
that men fyrst did* her* swpty bysynesse, 
to grobb* up metal lurkyng* in derknesse, 
and in the ryver*s after gemmes soghte: 
al/as 1 than sprpng up al the cursednesse 
of coveytys*, that fyrst our* sorwe broghte. 

5 - 

Thys^ tjraunts putt* hem gladly nat in pr§s 
np places wyld* ne busshes for to Wynne, 
th?r poverte is, as seith Dipgenps, 
th§ r as vitayl* is §k sp skars and thinne, 
that noght but mast or apples is thprinne \ 
but th§r as bagges ben and fat vitaile, 
th§r wol they gpn and spare for np synne 
with al her* pst the cyte for to asayle. 

6 . 

Yet w§r* np paleis-chaumbres ne npn halles 
in kaves and in wodes soft* and swete 
slep-ten this blessed folk withoute walles, 
on gras or l^v*s in joy* and in quiete; 
np down of feth*res ne np bitched shete 
was kyd to hem; but in sflrte they slepte. 
Her hertes w^r* al pn withoute galles; 

?v* rych of hem his feith to oother kepte. 

30. fyrst gemmys. 

34- no places wyldnesse ne no busshes for to Wynne. 
44. in parfyt joye and quiete. 
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7 - 

Unforged was the hawberk* and the plate: 

the lambyssh peple, voyded of al vyce, 5 ° 

had'den np fantasye to debate, 

but §ch of hem wold* oother wel cheryce. 

Np pride, npn envy*, npn avaryce, 
np lprd, np taylage by np tyranye; 
limbless* and pps, good feith, th* emperice, 55 

. . 

8 . 

Yet was nat Juppiter the lykerous, 

that fyrst was fader of dclicasie, 

com* in this world; ne Nembrot, desyrous 

to rei^nen, had nat maad his toures hye. 6o 

Al/a6! al/as! now may men wep* and crye; 

for in our* dayes nis but covetyse, 

and doublemess* and tr^soun, and envye, 

poysoun, manslaughter, and morther in sondry wyse. 


III. 

ADAM SCRIVENER. 

Adam Scryveyn, if pver it the byfalle 

Boec* or Troylus for to wryten newe, 

un*der thy lokkes thou most have the scalle, 

but after my mak’yng thou wryte trewe: 

sp oft a day* i mot thy werk renewe, 6 

it to corect* and §k to rubb* and scrape J 

and al is thurgh thy neglygenc* and rape. 


3 . long lokkei. 
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IV. 

TRUTH. 

1. 

Fie frp the pr^s, and dwell* with sothfastnesse; 
suf/is* thin g\\*ne thing, thogh it be smal. 
hor hord hath hat*, and clymbyng tykelnesse, 
pr^s hath envy* and wgl* blent gver al. 

Savour* ng mgr* thann* the byhove shal ; 
reul* weel thiself that other folk canst r^de: 
and trouth* the shal delyv*r*—it is ng dr§de. 

2 . 

Tenvpest the noght al croked to redresse, 
in trust of hir* that turneth as a bal; 
gr?§t reste stant in litel besynesse. 

By war th$rfgr* to spurn* agayn an al; 
stryv* not as doth the crokke with the wal; 
daun-te thiself that dauntest oth*res dede : 
and trouth* the shal delyv*r*—it is ng dr§de. 

3 - 

That the is sent receyv* in buxumnesse ; 
the wrastlyng for the world* ax eth a fal; 
her is ngn hgm: her nys but wyldernesse. 

Forth, pylgrym, forth! forth b^st* out of thi stal! 
kngw thi contre ! lok* up ! thank God of al 1 
hgld the hy* wey*, and lat thi ggst the l?de, 
and trouth* the shal delyv*r*—it is ng dr§de. 


20 
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V. 

THE HUNT. 

(From the Death of Blanche.) 

Me thoghte thus:—that hyt was May, 

and in the dawnyng thpr \ lay, 

me mette thus in bed al naked, 

and loked forth, for \ was waked 

with smale foules, a grpt hpp, 

that had af frayed me out of slep 

thurgh noys* and swet*ness* of her spng 

and as me mett*, they sat ampng 

upon my chaumbre-roof wythoute 

upon the tyles al aboute, 

and pve*rych spng in hys wyse 

the mpste solem/>ne servise 

by nppt* that pver man, y trowe, 

had herd, for som* of hem song* lpwe, 

som* hy*, and al of ppn acord. 

To telle shortly at pp word, 
w F as npver herd sp swet* a Steven, 
but hyt had be a thyng of heven; 
sp mery a soun, sp swet* in tunes 
that certes for the toun of Tunes 
i nold* but ! had herd hem synge. 

For al my chaumbre gan to rynge 
thurgh syngyng of her armonye, 
for instrument ne melodye 
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was ngwh^r* herd yet half sg swete, 
nor of acorde half sp mete; 
for th§r was npgn of hem that feyned 
to syng*, for pch of hem hym peyned 
to fynd* out mery crafty nptes: 
they ne spared nat her thrptes. 

And sooth to seyn, my chaumbre was 
ful wel depeynted, and with glas 
w«r* al the wyndpw*s wel yglased 
ful cler*, and nat an hgpl ycrased, 
that to behgld* hyt was gr§t joye. 

For hglly al the stpry of Troye 

was in the glasyng ywroght thus, 

of Ector, and kyng Priamus, 

of Achil/gs and Lamedpn, 

of M$dea, and of Jasgn, 

of Paris, Eleyn*, and Lavyne; 

and al the walks with colours fyne 

w$re peynted bpth* [with] text and glpse 

of al the Romaunc* of the Rpse. 

My wyndgw*s wpre shett* §ch gn, 
and thurgh the glas the sonne shgn 
upon my bed with bryghte b§mes, 
with many glade gilden strgmes; 

And $k the welken was sp fair: 
blew, bryght, clere was the ayr, 
and ful at/empre for soth hyt was: 
for neyther cgld nor hppt yt was, 
n* in al the welken was a clowd. 

And as i lay thus, wonder lowd 
me thoght i herd* an hunte blgwe, 
t’ asj-ay hys horn, and for to kngwe 
whether -hyt w§r* cler* or hgrs of soun. 
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I herde ggn bgth* up and doun 

men, hors, hound*s, and other thyng; 

and al men speken of huntyng, 

how they wold* sl§g the hert with strengthe, 

and how the hert had upon lengthe 

sg moch* enbgs*d— y ngt now what. 

Anggn-ryght whan I herde that, 
how that they wold* on huntyng gggn, 

I was ryght glad, and up anggn; 
i took my hors, and forth i wente 
out of my chaumbre. I n^ver stente 
till i com to the feld withoute ; 
th^r pvertok y a grgt route 
of huntes and of foresteres, 
with many relay*s and lymeres, 
and hy*d hem to the forest faste, 
and i with hem. Sg at the laste 
i asked ggn, ladd* a lymere, 

‘say, felgw*, whoo shal hunte here?' 
quod i, and he answered ageyn, 

‘ syre, th' emperour Octovygn' 
quod he, ‘ and ys her faste by/ 

‘A Godd*s half in good tym*,’ quod i, 

* gg we fast*’, and gan to ryde. 

Whan *we cam to the forest* syde, 
gvery man did* ryght anggn 
as to huntyng fil to doon; 
the mayster-hunt* anggn fot-hgt 
with a gr§t horn blew thre mgt 
at th* uncouplyng of hys houndys. 

Withynn* a whil* the hert [y] found* ys, 
ihabwed, and rechased faste 
lgnge tym*; and at the laste 
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this hert rirsed, and staal awey 
from all<r the hound*s a prive wey: 
the hound*s had pvershot* hem alle 
and w$r* on a defaut* yfalle. 

Th§rwyth the hunte wonder faste 
blew a forloyn* at the laste. 

I was gp walked frp my tree, 
and as I went* th^r cam by me 
a whelp that faun*d me as I stood, 
that folwed hadd*, and koud* np good. 
Hyt com and creep to me as lpwe 
ryght as hyt hadde me yknpwe; 
held doun hys h§d, and joyn*d hys ?res, 
and leyd* al smothe doun hys h^res. 

I wold* hav* kaught hyt, and anppn 

hyt fledde, and was frp me gppn; 

and i hym folw*d. And hyt forth wente 

doun by a floury grene bentc 

ful thikk* of gras ful soft* and swet*, 

with flourys f§l*, fair* under fet 

and litel us*d, hyt semed thus; 

for bpth Flpra and Zephirus 

they two that make floures growe 

had mad her dwellyng th§r, i trowe. 

•For hit was on to behplde, 
as thogh the erth* envye wolde 
to be gayer than the heven; 
to hav* mpp floures suche seven 
as in the welken sterres bee. 

Hyt had forget* the povertee 

that wynter thurgh hys cplde morwes 

had mad* hyt suffr*, and his sorwes— 

108. wente. 
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al was forggt* ; and that was sene. 

For al the wod* was waxen grene; 
swetnesse of dgw had mad hyt waxe. 
Hyt ys ng ned gk for t5 axe 
whgr thgr wgr* many grene graves, 
al thikk* of trees sg full<? of lgves; 
and gv*ry tree stood by hymselve 
frg other wel ten foot or twelve; 
sg grgte trees, so hug* of strengthe, 
of fourty, fifty fadme lengthe, 
eigne without* bowgh or stikke, 
with croppes brgd* and gk as thikke; 
they wgre nat an ynch* asonder, 
that hit was shadw* gv*r al under. 

And many an hert and many an hynde 
was bgth* befgr* me and behynde; 
of faunes, sowres, bukkes, dggs 
was ful the wod*, and many rggs, 
and many sqwiredes that sete 
ful hi* upon the trees, and ete, 
and in her maner maden fgstes. 

Shortly, hyt was sg ful of bgstes, 
that thogh Argus, the ngble countour, 
set* to rgken* in hys countour, 
and counten with his figur*s ten— 
for by thg figur*s mow* al ken, 
yf they be crafty, rgken* and noumbre, 
and tell* of gv*ry thing the noumbre— 
yet shold* he fayl* to rgken* gven 
the wondres *me mett* in my swgven. 
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VI. 

PARLAMENT OF BIRDS. 


i. 

The lyf sg short, the craft sg lgng to leme, 
th’ asjay sg sharp, s g hard the conqueryng, 
the dr^dful joy* that alwey slit s g yerne— 
al this mgn* I bl Lov*, that my felyng 
astonyeth with his wonderful werkyng, 
s g sgr* iwis that whan I on hym thynke, 
nat wgt i wel whether i wak* or wynke. 


2 . 

For al be that I kngw* nat L5v* in dede, 
ne wgt how that he quiteth folk her* hyre, 
yet happeth me ful oft* in bokes r$?de 
of his* myrakles and his cruel yre : 
th§r rgd* I wel, he wol be lgrd and syre ; 
i dar nat seyn— his strikes been sg sgre; 
but God sav* swich a lgrd—i can na mggre. 


3 ‘ 

Of usag*, what for lust and what for Igre, 
on bokes r§d* i oft*, as I yow tglde. 

But wh^rfgr* that ! spgk* al this ? Nat yggre 
aggn it happed* me for to behglde 
upon a bok was writ* with lett*res glde, 
and th^rupon a certeyn thing to lerne 
the lgnge day ful fast* I radd* and yerne. 
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4- 

For out of plde feldes, as men sey, 
convth al this newe corn frp y§r t5 y§re f 
and out of 9 lde bokes in good fey 
com^th 'al this newe snenc* that men I$re. 

But now to purpos as of this mate re— 
to r§de forth hit gan me sq delite 
that al the day me thoghte but a lyte. 

5 - 

This bok of which I make mencioun 
entitled was al thus as I shal telle, 

Tullyus , of the drgm of Cipioun ; 
chapitres sewn* it hadd* of hev«i and helle, 
and erth<?, and sgules that th^rinne dwelle, 
of which, as shortly as I can it tr^te, 
of his sentence i wol yow seyn the gr^te: 

6 . 

Fyrst telleth it, whan Cipioun was come 
in Affrik, how he mette Masjynisse, 
that hym for joi<? in armes hath inome; 
thann* telleth hit her* spech*, and al the blysse 
that was betwix hem, til that day gan mysse, 
and how his auncestr* Affrycan sg deere 
gan in his slep that nyght to hym apere. 

7 - 

Thann* telleth it that from a sterry place 
how Affrycan hath hym Cartage sch^wed; 
and warned* hym b yfgre of al his grace; 
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and seyd* him what man, lerned pther lgwed, 
that loveth comun profyt, wel ithpwed, 
he shal unto a blysful place wende, 
th^r* as joy* is that last withouten ende. 


8 . 

Thann* axed* he if folk that her been d^de 
han lyf and dwellyng in another place? 
and Affrican seyd* ‘ y$, withoute dr^de,' 
and that our* present worldes lyves space 
nys but a maner d§th what wey* we trace, 
and rightful folk shul gpn after they dye 
t5 hev*n ; and sch^wed* hym the galaxie. 


9 - 

Thann* sh§w*d* he hym the litl* erth* that her 

at -regard of the heven*s quantite ; 

and after sh§w*d* he hym the nyne speres; 

and after that the melody* herd* he, 

that com*th of th’ilke speres thryes thre, 

that well* is of mus*ik and melodye 

in this world her, and caus* of armonye. 


io. 

Than bad he hym, syn erthe was sp lyte, 
and full of torment and of harde grace, 
that he ne schold* hym in the world delyte. 
Thann* tpld* he hym, in certeyn y§res space, 
that §v*ry sterr* shold* com* into his place, 
th?r it was fyrst, and al schold* out of mynde 
that in this world is don of al mankynde. 
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II. 

Thann* prey*d* hym Cypyoun to tell* hym al 
the wey to com* unto that hev*ne blisse; 
and he seyd*: ‘ kngw thyself fyrst immortal 
and lok<? ay besyly thow werk* and wysse 
to comun profit, -and thow shalt nat mysse 
to comen swiftly t5 this place deere, 
that ful of blyss* is and of spules cleere. 

I2 -, . , 

But brokers of the lawe, soth to seyne, 
and lyk*rous folk af'ter that they ben d^de, 
shul alwey whirl* aboute th’ erth* in peyne, 
tyl many a world be passed out of dr§de 
and than, foryiven all* her* wikked dede, 
than shul they com* into that blysful place 
to which to comen God the send* his grace. 

I 3* 

The day gan failen, and the derke nyght, 
That r§veth bastes from her* besynesse, 
berafte me my bok for lak of lyght; 
and to my bed i gan me for to dresse, 
fulfyld of thoght and busy hevynesse; 
for bgth* i hadde thyng which that I nolde, 
and ?k i nadde that thyng that I wolde. 

14. 

But fynally my spirit at the laste, 

forwery of my labour al the day, 

tok rest* that made me to slepe faste; 

and in my slep I mette, as I lay, 

how Affrican ryght in the sam* aray 

that Cipioun hym say byfgr* that tyde 

was com*, and stod right at my beddes syde. 
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The wery hunter slepyng* in his bed, 

to wod* again his mynde ggth anpn; 

the jiige dr^meth how his* pl§§s been sped; 

the carters dr^meth how his cartes ggn ; 

the rich* of gold; the knyght fyght with his fgn 

the seke met he drynketh of the tonne; 

the lover* met he hath his lady wonne. 

16. 

I can nat seyn if that the cause w§re, 
that i hadd* rad of Affrican byfgrn, 
that made me to m§t* that he stod th^re. 

But thus seyd* he: * Thow hast the s 9 wel bprn 
in lokyng* of myn pld* bok al tofprn, 
of which Macroby* roghte nat a lyte, 
that somd^l of thy labour wold* i quyte.* 

x 7* 

Cyt^erea, thow blysful lady swete, 

that with thy fyrbrpnd dauntest whom the lest, 

and madest me this swev*ne for to m^te, 

be thow myn help* in this, for thow mayst best: 

as wissly as I say the north-north-west, 

whan I began my sweven for to write, 

sg yif me myght to rym* and $k t’endjrte. 

18. 

This forseyd Affrican me hent* anpn, 
and forth with hym unto a gate broghte 
ryght of a parrok wall*d with grene stpn; 
and on the gat* with lett*res larg* iwroghte 
th^r wpre vers iwriten as me thoghte, 

122. park, parke MSS. 


123. over. 
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on eyther half, of ful gr£t difference, 125 

of which* i shal yow seyn the pleyn sentence: 

19. 

‘Thurgh me men ggn into that blysful place 
of hertes h^l* and d^dly woundes cure; 
thurgh me men ggn unto the well* of Grace, 
th§§r gren* and lusty May shal §v*r* endure. 130 
This is the wey to al good aventure. 

Be glad thow rgder*, and thy sonv* ofcaste; 
al gp*n am *i: pass* in, and hy the faste/ 

20. 

* Thurgh me men ggn/ than spak that other side, 
‘unto the mortal strgkes of the sp^re, 135 

of which* Disdayn and Daunger is the gyde, 
th§r tree shal n§ver frut ne lgves b^re; 
this strgm yow l§deth to the sorwful wgre 
thgr as the fissh in prysoun is al drye; 
th’eschuing is gndy the remedye/ 14° 

21. 

This* vers of gold and blak iwriten w$re, 

the which* 1 gan a stounde to behglde: 

for with that gn encrgsed* ay my f§re, 

and with that other gan myn herte bglde; 

that gn me hett*, that other did* me cglde. 145 

Ng wit hadd* I, for errour, for to chese: 

to entr* or flen, or me to sav* or lese. 

22. 

Right as betwixen adamauntes two 

of §ven myght a pec* of yren set, 

ne hath ng myght to meve too ne frg— 1 »° 

for what that gn may hal* that other let— 

ferd* i that nyste whether me was best, 
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to entr* or lgw, til Affrycan my gide 
me hente and shgf in at the gates wide; 

23 - 

and seyd*: ‘it stgndeth writen in thy face 155 

thyn errour, thogh thow tell* it nat to me; 

but dr§d the nat to com* into this place: 

for this writ-yng nys ngthyng ment bl the, 

ne by ngn but he Loves servaunt be; 

for thow of lov* hast lost thy tast, i gesse, 160 

as sek man hath of swet* and bytternesse. 

24. 

But nathel^s, althogh that thow be dul, 

yit that thow canst nat do, thow mayst hit se; 

for many a man that may nat stgnd* a pul, 

yit liketh hym at wrastlyng for to be, 165 

and demen whether *he do bet or *he: 

and if thow haddest cunnying for t’endite, 

I shal the shgwe mater of to wryte.* 

2 5 - 

With that myn hgnd he tok in his angn, 

of which I comfort kaught*, and went* in faste. 170 

But lgrd I sg i was glad and wel begggn 1 

for gv*ral whgr that I min* yen caste, 

wgr* trees [y]clad with lgv*s that ay shal laste, 

ech in his kynd* of colour fressh and greene 

as emeraud*, that joye was to seene. 175 

26. 

The bylder* gk ; and gk the hardy assh; 

the piler elm, the cofr* unto careyne; 

the boxtre pipers; holm to whippes lassh; 

the saylyng* fyr; the cipress*, d§th to pleyne; 

the sheter* ew; the asp, for shaftes pleyne; 180 

e 2 
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th* olyv* of p§s; and gk the dronke vyne; 
the victor palm; the laurer, to devyne. 

27. 

A gardyn say i, ful of blosmy bowys, 
upon a river in a grene mgde, 

thgr* -as swetnesse gver*mgr* inowgh is; 185 

with floures white, blewe, yelw*, and rgde, 
and cglde welle-strgmes, ngthyng dgde, 
that swommen ful of smale fisshes lighte 
with fynnes rgd* and skales sylver-bryghte. 

28. 

On gv*ry bowgh the bryddes herd* i synge 190 

with voys of aungel in her* armonye; 

some besyed* hem her* bryddes forth to brynge; 

the little conyes to her* pley* gunn* hye ; 

and ferther al about* I gan espye 

the drgdful rg, the bukk*, and hert, and hynde, 195 

squyrel*s, and bgstes smal* of gentil kynde. 

29. 

Of instruments of strenges in acord 

herd* i sg pleye ravysshyng swetnesse 

that God that maker* is of al and lgrd 

ne herde ngver* beter, as I gesse; 200 

thgrwith a wynd—unngth* it myght be lesse— 

mad* in the Igves gren* a noyse softe, 

acordaunt to the bryddes sgng alofte. 

3 °* 

Th* eyr* of 'that plac* sg at/empre was 

that ngver* was grevaunc* of hgt ne cgld; 205 

thgr wex gk gv*ry hglsum spic* and gras; 

ne ng man may thgr* waxe sek ne gld; 

yet was thgr joye mgr* a thousandfgld 
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than man can telle; ne never* wold* it nyghte, 
but ay cler day to any mannes syghte. 

3 *- 

Un*der a tre besyd* a well* I say 

Cupid* our* lgrd his* arwes forg* and file; 

and at his fet his bgw* al redy lay; 

and wel his doghter temp*red* al the whyle 

the hgdes in the well*, and with hir* wile 

she couched* hem after as they shold* serve 

som* for to slg, and som* to wound* and kerve. 

32 . 

Thp was I war of Plesaunc* angn-ryght, 

and of Aray, and Lust, and Curteysie, 

and of the Craft that can and hath the myght 

to don by fore* a wight to don folye— 

disfigurat was she, i nyl nat lye; 

and by himself un*der an gk, i gesse, 

say i Delyt that stod with Gentilesse. 

T 33 * 

I say Beute withouten any atyr; 
and Youthe, ful of gam* and jolyte; 

Foolhardynesse, Flat*ry*, and Desyr; 

Mesxagery*, and Meed*, and other thre— 
her* names shul nat her* be tgld for me; 
and upon piler*s grggt* of jasper lgnge 
i say a tempi* of bras ifounded strgnge. 

34 - 

About* that temple daunseden alwey 
wommen inow*, of whiche som* thgr w^§re 
fayr* of hemselt, and s6m* of hem wgr* gay ; 

in kirtel*s al dischev*le went* they lh§re_ 

that was her* offys alwey y^r by y§§re ; 
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and on the temple of dowves white and fayre 
say i syttynge many an hundred peyre. 

35 * 

Byfgr* the temple-dpr* ful sgbrely 

dam* P$s sat with a curteyn in hir* hpnd; 340 

and hir* besyde wonder discretly 

dam* Patience syttynge th$r i fgnd 

with face pate upon an hil of spnd; 

and aldernext withinn* and §k withoute 

Byheste and Art, and of her* folk a route. 345 

3 6 * 

Withinn* the tempte of sykes hgpte as fyr 

i herd* a swowgh that gan aboute renne; 

which/? sikes w$r* engendred with desyr 

that maden §v*ry auter for to brenne 

of newe flaum/?; and wel espy*d i thenne 350 

that al the caus* of sonves that they drye 

cam of the bitter goddess* Jelousye. 

37 - 

The god Priapus say I, as i wente 

withinn* the tempi*, in sov*reyn place stgnde, 

in swich aray as whan the ass* hym shente 355 

with cri by nyght, with scepter in his hgnd; 

ful besyly men gunn* asay* and fpnde 

upon his h$d to sett* of sundry he we 

gerlandes full* of fresshe floures newe. 

3 8 * 

And in a prive corner in desport 260 

fgnd Venus, and hir* porter Richesse, 
that was ful npbl* and hautayn of hyr* port; 
derk was that plac*; but afterward lightnesse 
i say a lyt*—unneth* it myght* be lesse— 
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and on a bed of gold she lay to reste 
tyl that the hgte sunne gan to weste. 

39 - 

Hyr* gilte hgres with a golden thr^d 
ibounden w^r*, untressed as she lay; 
and naked from the brest unto the h$d 
men myght* hyr* sen; and, sothly for to seye, 
the rem*naunt was wel kev*red to my paye 
ryght with a sii 3 tyl kerchef of valence: 
th§r nas ng thikker clgth of ng defense. 

40. 

The place yaf a thousand savour*s swote; 
and Bacus, god of wyn, sat hir* besyde, 
and Ceres next, that doth of hunger boote; 
and, as i seyd*, amyddes lay Cypride; 
to whom on knees two yonge folk th^r* ciycde 
to ben her* help*; but thus i let hem lye; 
and ferther in the tempi* i gan espie 

41. 

that in despit of Dyane the chaste 

ful many a bgw* ibrgk* heng on the wal 

of maydens swich* as gunn* her* tymes waste 

in hyr* servys*; and peynted gveral 

of many a stgry of which* I louche shal 

a f^w*, as of Calyxt*, and At^alante, 

and many a mayd* of which the nam* i wante 

42. 

Semyramus, Candac*, and i/erculgs, 

Biblls, Dido, T^isbe, and Piramus, 

Tristram, Isaud*, Paris, and Achil/^s 
Eleyne, Cleopatr* and Troylus 
Silla, and $k the mod*r of Romulus— 
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al this* w§r* peynted on that other syde, 
and al her* luv*, and in what plyt they dy*de. 

43 - 

Whan I was com* agayn unto the place 295 

that I of spak, that was sg swot* and grene, 

forth welk I thp myselven to solace; 

thp was 1 war wh§r that thpr sat a queene, 

that, as of lyght the somers sunne shene 

pass'eth the sterr*, right sg pver mesure 300 

she fayrer was than any creature. 

44. 

And in a laund* upon an hil of fioures 

was set this npble goddesse Nature; 

of braunches wpr* hir* halles and hir* boures, 

iwroght after hir* craft and hir* mesure; 305 

ne th§r* nas foul that com*th of engendrure, 

that they ne w§r* al prest in hir* presence, 

to tak* hir* dom, and yiv* hir* audyence. 

45 - 

For this was on Seynt Valentynes day, 

whan §v*r y bryd com*th th?r* to ches* his make 310 

of §v*ry kynde that men thenke may, 

and that s g hug* a noyse gan they make 

that erth*, and eyr*, and tre, and $v*ry lake 

sp ful was that unnethe was thpr* space 

for me to stpnd *—sg ful was al the place. 315 

46. 

And right as Aleyn in the Pleynt of Kynde 
devyseth Natur* in aray and face, 
in swich aray men myghten hir* th§r fynde. 

This npbl* emperice ful of grace 
bad pv*ry foul to tak* his pw*ne place, 


32c 
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as they w§re wont alwey frp ypr to yp^re, 

Seynt Valentynes day, to stpnden th$$re. 

47 - 

That is to seyn, the foules of ravyne 

w^r* hyest set, and thanne foules smale, 

that §ten as hem nature wold* enclyne— 325 

as worm, or thyng of which i tell* np tale— 

but waterfoul sat Ipuest in the dale ; 

and foul that lyv*th by sed sat on the grene— 

and that sp f$l* that wonder was to sene. 

48. 

Th§r* myghte men the ryal §gle fynde, 330 

that with his sharpe lok perseth the sunne, 

and other ?gles of a lpwer kynde, 

of which* that clerkes wel devyse cunne: 

th§r was the tiraunt with his feth*res dunne 

and grey*, I m§n* the goshauk that doth pyne 335 

to bryddes for his outrag*ous ravyne ; 

49 - 

the gerfaucoun that with his feet distrayneth 

the kynges hpnd ; the hardy sparhauk eke, 

the quayles fpp; the merlioun that payneth 

hymself ful oft* the larke for to seke. 340 

Th^r was the douve with hir* yen meke ; 

the jelous swan, agayn his d§th that syngeth; 

th* oul* that of d§th the bpde bryngeth ; 

50- 

the crane geaunt with his trompes soun; 

the thef, the chough; and §k the janglyng* pye ; 345 

the skornyng jay ; the eles fp heroun; 

the false lapwyng*, ful of trecherye; 

the stare, that the conseyl can bewrye ; 

337* gentyl faucoun. 
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the tame ruddok; and the coward kyte; 

the kok that orlgg* is of thorpes lyte; 350 

5i- 

the sparwe, Venus son*; the nyghtyngale, 

that cl^peth forth the grene lgves newe; 

the swalwe, morth*rer* of the foules smale 

that maken hony of floures fressh* of hewe ; 

the wedded turtel with hir* herte trewe; 355 

the pgkok with his aungels fethers bryghte; 

the fesaunt, skorner* of the cok by nyghte; 

52. 

the waker goos; the cokkow gv*r unkynde; 
the popynjay, ful of dedicasye ; 

the drake, stroyer* of his gw*ne kynde; 360 

the stork, the wr^ker* of avouterye; 

the hgte corm*raunt, ful of glotenye; 

the raven wys; the crgw* with vois of care; 

the throstel gld; the frosty feldefare— 

53 - 

what shold* i seyn? of foules gv*ry kynde, 365 

that in this world han feth*res and stature, 

men myghten in that plac* assembled fynde, 

byfgr* the ngble goddesse Nature; 

and gv*rich of hem did* his besy cure 

beny^nely to ches* or for to take 37 ° 

by hir* acord his formel or his make. 

54 - 

But, to the poynt—Natur* held on hir* hgnd 

a formel ggl* of shap the gentilesle 

that gver* she amgng hir* werkes fgnd, 

the mgst beny^ne, and the goodlieste; 375 

in hir* was gv*ry vertu at his reste, 
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sg fer-forth that Nature hireself hadde blysse 
to loke on hire, and ofte hire bek to kysse. 

55 - 

Nature, the vicaire of the Almyghty Lgrd, 

that hgt, cgld, hevy, lyght, [and] moyst, and dreye, 380 

hath knyt by gven number of acord, 

in §sy voys gan for to sp^ke and seye : 

‘ Foul*es, tak hed of my sentence, I preye; 

and for youre §se in fortheryng of youre nede 

as faste as i may sp§ke I wol me speede. 385 

56. 

Ye kngwe wel how, Seynt Valentynes day, 
by my statute and thurgh my govemaunce, 
ye come for to cheese—and fie youre wcy— 
youre makes as I prike yow with plesaunce. 

But nathel^s my ryghtful ordenaunce 390 

may \ nat l$te for al this world to wynne: 
that he that mgst is worthi shal begynne. 

57 - 

The tercel egle, as ’that ye kngwen wel, 

the foul ryal above you in degre, 

the wyse and worthi, secre, trewe as stel, 395 

the which I formed have as ye may se 

in fvery part as it best liketh me— 

it nedeth nat his shap yow to devyse— 

he shal first chese, and spoken in his gyse. 

58. 

And after hym by ordre shul ye chese 400 

after youre kynde, gverich as you lyketh; 
and as youre hap is, shul ye wynne or lese. 

396. have formed. 
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But which of yow that love mpst entriketh 
God send* hym hir* that surest for hym syketh/ 

And thgrwithal the tercel gan she calle, 405 

and seyd*: ‘ My son*, the choys is to the falle; 

59 * 

but nathel^s in this condicioun 

mot be the choys of §v*rich that is heere: 

that she agre to his eleccioun, 

who sp he be that sholde ben hir* feere— 410 

this is our* usag* ay frg y§r to y§§re; 
and who sg may at this tym* hav* his grace, 
in blisful tym* he cam into this place/ 

60. 

With h§d enclyned, and with ^Umble cheere 

this ryal tercel spak, and taried* noght: 415 

‘Unto my sov*reyn lady, and nat my fere, 

1 ches* and ch§s with will* and hert* and thoght 

the formel on your* hpnd sg wel iwroght, 

whos I am al, and §ver* wol hir* serve, 

do what hir* lest to do me liv* or sterve; 420 

61. 

besekyng hir* of mere! and of grace, 

as she that is my lady sovereyne; 

or l§t me dye present in this place; 

for certes lpng* i may nat lyv* in peyne, 

for in myn hert* is korven gvexy veyne; 425 

and havyng pnly 'reward to my trouthe, 

my deere hert* hav* on my w g sum routhe! 

62. 

And if that i to hyr* be found* untrewe, 
disobeysaunt, or wilful negligent, 
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avauntour, or in proces low anewe; 

I prey* to yow, this be my jligement, 
that with this* foules i be al torent 
that ilke day that gver she me fynde 
t6 hir* untrew*, or in mp gilt unkynde. 


* 3 - 

And syn that ngn hir* lov*th sp wel as 1, 
al be she ngv*r* of lov* me [oght] behette, 
thann* oghte she be myn thurgh hir* mercy— 
for other bgnd can I ngn on hir* knette— 
ne ngver for ng wg ne shal 1 lette 
to serven hir*, how fer sg that she wende; 
say what yow list: my tal* is at an ende/ 


435 


440 


64. 

Ryght as the fresshe rgde rgse newe 

agayn the somer-sunne colour*d is, 

ryght sg for sham* al wexen gan hir* hewe 

of this formel, whan [that] she herd* al this; 445 

she neyther answerd* * wel' ne seyd* amys, 

sg sgr* abassh*d was she ; tyl that Nature 

seyd* ‘doghter, dr§d you noght, I yow asjQre/ 

65. 

Another tercel ggle spak angn, 

of lgwer kynd*, and seyd*: * That shal nat be: 450 

I lov* hir* bet than ye don, by Seynt Jgn! 
or, at the lgst*, i lov* as wel as ye, 
and leng*r hav* served hir* in my degre; 
and if she shold* hav* lov*d for lgng lovynge, 
to me algn* hadd* be the gerdonynge. 


455 
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I dar §k seyn, if she me fynde fals, 
unkynd*, jang*ler, or rebel any wyse, 
or gelous, do me hgngen by the hals; 
and but i b§re me in hir* servyse 
as wel as that my wit can me suf/'yse 
frg poynt to poynt hyr* honour for to save, 
tak she my lif and al the good i have/ 


67. 

The thridde tercel egl* answerd* thg: 

‘Now sir*s, ye seen the lytel leyser heere: 
for gv*ry foul cry*th out to ben agg 
forth with his mak*, or with his lady deere; 
and ek Nature hir*self ne wol nat heere, 


for tarying her, nat half that i wold* seye: 
and but i sp^k*, i mot for sorwe deye. 


68 . 

Of lgng servys* avaunt* l me ngthing; 

but as possible is me to dy* to day 

for wg as he that hath ben languysshyng 

this* twenty winter; and wel happen may, 

a man may serven bet and mgr* to pay 

in half a ygr, althogh it w?r* ng mggre, 

than sum man doth that hath served ful yggre. 


69. 

I sey* nat this by me, for I ne can 
don ng servys* that may my lady pl§se; 
but i dar seyn, I am hir* trewest man 
as to my dom, and fay nest wold* hir* plgse: 
at shorte wordes, til that d ? th me s ? se 
i wol ben hires, wheth*r i wak* or wynke, 
and trew* in al that herte may bethynke/ 
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Of al my lyf, syn ‘that day \ was bprn, 
so gentil pip in 16 v* or other thyng 
ne herde npver np man me befprn; 
but who [is] that hath leyser and cunnyng 
for to rehers* her* cher and her* sppkyng ? 
and frp the morwe gan this speche laste 
til dounward drow the sunne wonder faste. 

7 1 * 

The noys* of foules for to ben delyv*red 
sp loude rpng, ‘ hav* don, and lat us wende! * 
that wel wend* I the wod* hadd* al toshyv*red. 

‘ Com of/ they cri*d, ‘ al/as, ye wol us shende : 
whan shal your* cursed plptyng hav* an ende; 
how shold* a jiige eyther parti* leve 
for yp or nay withouten any preve?' 

7 2 - 

The goos, the cokkow, and the dok* alsp 
sp cry*den *kek kek! kokkow! *quek quek! hye 
that thurgh myn* pr*s the noyse wente thp. 

The goos seyd*: ‘ al this nys nat w 5 rth a flye; 
but i can shap* herof a remedle: 
and I wol sey* my verdit fayr* and swythe 
for water-foul, who sp be wrpth or blylhe.* 

73 - 

* And I for worm-foul/ seyd* the fol kokkow, 
‘and I wol of myn pw*n* autorite 
for comun spede tak* the charge now, 
for to delyv*r* us *is grpt charite/ 

‘ Ye may abyd* a while yet parde/ 

seyde the turtel, ‘ if it be -your* wille, 

a wight may sppk*, hym wpr* as good be stylle. 
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74 - 

I am a sed-foul, gn th/ unworthieste, 

that wgt I wel, and lltel of cunnynge; 

but bet is that a wyghtes tunge reste 

than entremgten hym of such doinge, 515 

of which he neyther rgde can ne synge; 

and who sg doth, ful foul/ hymself acloyeth; 

for offys uncomffzytted oft/ anoyeth/ 

75 - 

Nature, which that alwey hadd/ an gre 

to murmour of the Igwedness/ behynde, 520 

with facound voys seyd/: * Hgld your/ tunges thgre, 

and 1 shal son/, I hgp/, a conseyl fynde 

yow to delyv/r/ and frg this noys/ unbynde: 

i jug/, of gv/ry folk men shul gn calle, 

to seyn the verdit for yow foules alle.’ 525 

76. 

Assented wgr/ to this conclusioun 

the briddes alle; and foules of ravyne 

han chgsen fyrst by playn eleccioun 

the terc/let of the faucoun to dif/"yne 

al her/ sentenc/, and as hem lest termyne, 530 

and to Natur/ hym gunne to presente, 

and she accepteth hym with glad entente. 

77 - 

The terc/let seyde than in this manere: 

‘ Ful hard wgr/ it to preve by rgsoun, 

who loveth best this gentil formel heere; 535 

for gv/rych hath swich replicacioun 

that ngn by skilles may been broght adoun: 

i can nat se that argument/s avayle; 

thann/ semeth it thgr/ moste be batayle/ 
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78. 

‘ A 1 redy ! ' quod this* ggles tercels thg. 

‘Nay sires/ quod he, ‘if that f dorst* it seye, 
ye don me wrgng, my tal* is nat ido; 
for, sir*s, ne taketh nat a gref, I preye; 
it may nat ggn as ye wold* in this weye; 
oures is the voys that han the charge in hgnde; 
and to the juges dom ye moten stgnde. 


540 


545 


79 * 

And th£rfgr* p§s! I sey*; as to my wit, 
me wolde thynk* how that the worthieste 
of knyghthod, and leng*est hath used it, 
mgst of estat, of blod the gentileste 
wgr^ sittyngest for hire , if that hir* leste ; 
and of this* thre she wgt hir*self I trdwe 
which that he be, for hit is light to kngwe.’ 


550 


80. 

The water-foules han her* h^des leid 

togid*r*, and of a short avysement, 555 

wha n §v*rych hadd* his large golee seyd, 

they seyden sothly al by gn assent, 

how that * the goos with hir* facound* gent, 

that sg desyreth to pronounc* our* nede, 

shal tell* our* tal*,' and preyed* ‘God hir* spede.' 560 


81. 

And for this* water-foules thg began 
the goos to spgk*, and in hir* kakelynge 
she seyde: * P$s I now *tak kep gv*ry man, 
and herk*neth which a rgsoun 1 shal brynge— 
my wit is sharp, 1 lov* ng taryinge— 

1 sey*, 1 r§d* hym, thogh he w$r* my brother, 
but she wol lov* hym, lat hym love another.' 

F 


565 
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82. 

‘Lo her a parfit r^soun of a goos!* 
quod the sparhauk, ‘ ngver mot she the! 

16 ! swich it is to hav* a tunge loos! 570 

now parde, fol! yet w$r* it bet for the 

han hgld* thy p§s than sh§w* thy nycete; 

it lyth nat in his wit nor in his wille; 

but soth is seyd, “a fol can nat ben stille/’ # 

83 - 

The laughter args of gentil foules alle; 575 

and right angn the sedfoul*s chgsen hadde 

the turtel trew*, and gunn* hir* to hem calle, 

and prey*den hir<? to seyn the sothe sadde 

of this mater*, and axed* what she radde: 

and she answerd* that pleynly hir* entente 580 

she wolde sh§w*, and sothly what she mente. 

84. 

‘Nay, God forbed* a lover* sholde chaunge/ 
the turtel seyd*, and wex for shame r$d, 

‘thogh that his lady gver* mgr* be straunge, 

yet lat hym serv* hir* ay til he be d$d; 585 

for soth T preyse nat the goses r?d : 

for thogh she dey*d* 1 wold* ngn other make: 

i wol ben hir*s til that the D§th me take/ 

85* 

‘Wei bourded/ quod the doke, ‘by myn hat! 

that men shold* alwey loven causers, 590 

who can a r^soun fynd* or wit in that? 

daun-seth he miiry that is myrthel^s? 

who sholde recch* of that is recchel^s? 

y ? , kek 1' yit quod the dok* ful wel and fayre, 

‘ th^r* been mg slerres, God wgt, than a payre/ 595 
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86 . 

‘Now fy, cherl!’ quod the gentil tercelet, 

‘ out of the donghil cam that word ful right; 

thow canst nat seen what thyng is wel beset; 

thow farest by 16 v* as oules don by lyght— 

the day hem blent, ful wel they sen by nyght: 600 

thy kynd<r is of sg lgw a wrecchednesse 

that what 16 v* is thow canst nat seen ne gesse/ 

87. 

Thg gan the kokkow putt* hym forth in pr§s 
for foul that §ten worm, and seyde blyve: 

‘ Sg 1/ quod he, ‘ may hav* my mak* in p$s, 605 

I recche nat how lgnge that ye stryve; 

lat §ch of hem ben soleyn al here lyve; 

this is my r§d, syn they may nat acorde; 

this shorte lessoun nedeth nat recorded 

88 . 

‘Y§! hav* the glotoun fild inough his paunche, 610 
thann* are we wel 1' seyde the merlioun; 

* thow morth*rere of the heysugg* on the braunche 
that broght* the forth, thow reuthel^s glotoun! 
liv* thow soleyn, wormes corupcioun! 

for ng fors is of lak of thy nature; 615 

gg 1 l§wed be thow whll the world may dure!’ 

89. 

* Now p§s/ quod Nature, ‘ I comaunde here; 
for I hav* herd al your* opinioun, 

and in ej/ect yet be we nat the n§re; 

but fynally this is my conclusioun, 620 

that she hireself shal han th* eleccioun 

of whom hire lest, whosg be wrgth or blythe, 

hym that she chest he shal hire han as swithe. 


F 2 
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90. 

For syn it may nat her discussed be, 
who lovith hir<f best, as seyd; the tercelet, 
lhann* wol i don hir<? this favour: that she 
shal hav<? right hym on whom hire herte is set 
and he hire that his hert* hath on hire knyt. 
Thus jiige I, Nature, for I may nat lye; 
to nqn estat i haw nqn other ye. 

9 1 * 

But as for conseyl for to ches* a make, 
if it w§re r^soun, certes thann^ wold* i 
conseyle yow the ryal tercel take, 
as seyd* the tercelet ful skylfully, 
as for the gentilest* and mqst worth! 
which I hav* wroght sg wel to my plesaunce 
that to yow oght* to been a siif/isaunce.' 

92. 

With dr^dful vois the formel hire answerde: 

‘ My rightful lady, goddess* of nature! 

soth is that i am $v*r un*der your* yerde, 

lyk as is £V*rych other creature, 

and mot ben youres whll that my lyf may dure 

and th^rfqr* graunteth me my firste bone, 

and myn entent i wol you seyn right sone/ 

93 - 

‘I graunt* it yow/ quod she, ‘and that anqn/ 
This formel §gle spak in this degre: 

‘ Almyghty queen, unto this ygr be gqn, 

1 axe respit for to a vise me, 

and after that to hav* my choys al fre; 

this is al and sum that I wol sp§k* and seye— 

ye ggte ng mgre, al thogh ye do me deye: 
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94 - 

I wol nat serve Venus ne Clipide 
for soth as yet by ng manere weye/ 

‘ Now syn it may ngn other wey betyde/ 
quod th g Nature, ‘ heere is ng mgr* to seye; 
thann* wold* i that this* foules wgr* a weye 
§ch with his mak* for tarying* lenger heere/ 
and seyd* hym thus as ye shul after here: 

95 - 

‘To yow sp§k* T, ye terc*lets/ quod Nature, 
‘beth of good hert*, and serveth, alle thre; 
a ygr nis nat sg lgnge to endure. 

And gch of yow pein* hym in his degre 
for -to do wel, for, God wgt, quit is she 
frq yow this ygr, what after sg befalle; 
this entrem^s is dressed for yow alle/ 

96. 

And whan this werk al broght was to an ende, 
to gvery foul Nature yaf his make 
by §v*n acord, and on here wey* they wende. 
And Igrd! the bliss* and joye that they make 1 
for §ch of hem gan oth*r in wynges take, 
and with here nekkes §ch gan other wynde, 
thankyng alwey the ngble queen of kynde. 

97 * 

But fyrst w^re chgsen foules for to synge, 
as ygr by y^r was alwey her Gsaunce 
to syng* a roundel at here departynge, 
to don to Nature honour and plesaunce; 
the ngie i trow* imaked was in Fraunce, 
the wordes *w?r* swich* -as ye may her fynde, 
the nexte vers, as i now hav* in mynde:— 


,U pr atap college libka. 
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‘Now welcome, somer, with [thy] sonne softe, 680 
that hast this wintres wedres gvershake, 
and driven awey the large nyghtes blake. 

Seynt Valentyn, that art ful hy* on lofte, 
thus syngen smale foules for thy sake : 

[Now welcome, somer, with thy sonne softe.] 685 

Wei han they cause for to gladen ofte 
sith gch of hem recovered hath hys make; 
ful blisful mow* they synge, whan they wake : 

[Now welcome, somer, with thy sonne softe, 

that hast this wintres wedres gvershake, 690 

and driven awey the large nyghtes blake.] * 

98. 

And with the shoutyng, whan the sgng was do, 

the foules maden at her* flyght awey, 

i wok, and other bokes tok me to, 

to r§gd* upon and yet I r^d* alwey, 695 

in hgp* iwis to rgde sg sum day 

that i shal mete sum thyng for to fare 

the bet; and thus to r$de i nyl nat spare. 
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Whan that Aprille with his* schoures swoote 

the droght* of March hath perced to the roote, 

and bathed §v*ry veyn* in swich licour, 

of which vertu engendred is the flour; 

whan Zephirus egk with his swete brggth 5 

inspired hath in §v*ry holt and h§§th 

the tendre croppes, and the yonge sonne 

hath in the Ram his halve cours yronne, 

and smale fowles maken melodye, 

that slepen al the nyght with ppen ye— 10 

sg priketh hem nature in her* corages— 

thann* lgngen folk to gpgn on pilgrimages, 

and palmeres for to seken straunge strgndes, 

to feme halwes, couth* in sondry lpndes; 

and specially, from §very shires ende 15 

of Engelgnd to Caunterbtfry they wende, 

the hgply, blisful martir for to seke, 

that hem hath holpen, whan that they wgr* seeke; 
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:whan:|>ata pnlle :wff>/s Juures swoote 
-J?e druxtof mart/ -haj? persedtooj^e roote, 

-and baatSed:svri veintn:sws*tjli kuur, 

-ofiwhftfver teeu -en d3endred/sj>e fluur; 

-whan zeffn/ssk iwipis sweete hup 
-m spiiredhaj?m Evri holtand hsj? 

-J>e tendre kroppes, -andj?e juijge s«nne 
-haj>:m]?e ;rammis halve kuursi rcrnne, 

-and smaale fuules maaken:melo diie, 

-}>at sleepen alj>e nigtw?]? open iie— 

:so prikej>em:naa tyyr/nherku raadges— 

:)?an loggemfolktoo gonon:pflgri maadges, 

-and palmers :fortoo seeken straund3e strondes, 
-too feme halwes, kuutfcn swndri londes; 

-and spesjalii, -from evri Jiires ende 
-of eggehnd -too ;kaunterbrij?ei wende, 

-)?e holi, bhsfwl mart/'rfortoo seeke, 

-J?at:hema)> holpen :whan}>atj?eiw£r seeke; 
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bifil that in that s^soun on a day 
in Southwerk at the Tabard as i lay, 20 

red’y to wenden on my pilgrymage 
to Caunterbwry with ful devout corage, 
at nyght w$r* come into that ^ostelrye 
wel nyn* and twenty in a compai^nye 
of sondry folk by aventur^ yfalle 25 

in felaw<?ship<?, and pilgrims w§r* they alle, 
that toward Caunterbury wolden ryde. 

The chaumbres and the stables wpren wyde, 
and wel we w§ren psed atte beste. 

And shortly, whan the sonne was to reste, 3 ° 

sp hadd* i sppken with hem pwrichpn, 

that 1 was of her felaw^-ship* anpn, 

and made forward prly for to ryse, 

to tak^ our* wey thpr as 1 yow devise. 

But nathelpps, whil I haw lym* and space, 35 

pr that I ferther in this tale pace, 

me thynketh it acordaunt to rpsoun 

to telle yow al the condicioun 

of pch of hem, sp as it semed me, 

and which* they wpren, and of what degree, 4 ° 

and ppk in what array that they wpr* inne; 

and at a knyght than wol 1 first bigynne. 

A Knyght thpr was, and that a worthy man, 
that frp the tyme that he first bigan 
to riden out he loved chivalrie, 45 

troulh<? and honour, fredom and curteisie. 

Ful worthy was he in his lprdes werre, 

and ihprlo hadd^ he riden, np man ferre, 

as wel in cristendom as hplhenesse, 

and pv*r* honoured for his worthynesse. 5 ° 

At Alisaundr* he was, whan it was wonne. 
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-bi fil]>atfn]>at sEzuun -ona dai, 

-in suutSwerk -at)>e tabardasii lai, 
red iitoo:wenden:onmii:p*lgri maadse 
-too kaunterbri -w*)> fwlde vuutku raad3e, 
-at ni^twsr k**mih:too)>at:ostel riie 
:weel niinand twenti -iha:kampai niie 
-of si*ndri:folk -biiaaven tyyri falle 
-in felauJVp, -and ;p*lgr*mswErJ>ei alle, 
-J>at:tooward ;kaunterbyri:wolden riide. 

-]?e tjaumbresandfe staableswsren wiide, 
-and weelwee:w£ren Ezedatte beste. 

-and Jortli -whan)?e swnnewastoo reste, 
-so:haddii spoken:wiJ>em:£vr*‘tJ on, 
-j)at:iiwasofer felauJVpa non, 

-andrmaade forward Erlifortoo riize, 
-too:taakuur wei :j>Er:asii:juude viize. 
-bnt:naatSe Ies, :whiil:iiav tiimand spaase, 
:tr:J>atii fertSer/nJ>is taale paase, 

-mee J>ii)keJ?2*ta kordauntoo:r£ zuun 
-too tellejuu al)?ekon disiruun 
-of EtJof:hem, :so:asi't seemed mee, 

-and whitJJ>ei wsren, -andof whatde gree, 
-and:skih whata raij^atfeiwsr inne; 

-and:ata ;knigt -)?an:w*/lii firstbi ginne. 

-a knigt^sriwas, -and J?at -a wurtSi man, 
-j>at:froj>e tiimefatee firstbi gan 
-too riiden uut -hee l#ved:tJ*Val riie, 
trooutfcando nuur, free:doomand:ki*rlei ziie. 
:fwl wartfiiwaseeinis lordes werre, 
-and:)>£rtoo:haddee rildn, no:man ferre, 
-as’.weelin kristendoomas httSenesse, 

-and Evron uured -foris:w«r$i nesse. 

-at:ali zaundree:was, -whan:/twas wunne. 


20 
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Ful ofte-tym* he hadd* the bord bigonne 
aboven alle naciouns in Pruce. 

In Lettgw hadd* he reysed and in Ruce, 
ng cristen man sg oft? of his degree. 

In Gernad* at the seeg* ggk hadd* he be 
of Algezir, and rid<?n in Belmarye. 

At Lyeys was he, and at Satalye, 

whan they wgr* wonn*, and in the Grgte Sgg 

at many a ngbl* arive hadd* he be. 

At mortal bataill*s hadd<? he been fiftene, 
and foghten for our* feith at Tramys^ene 
in lystes thrles, and ay slayn his fgg. 

This ilke worthy knyght hadd* been alsg 
somtyme with the Igrd of Palatye 
agayn another hgthen in Turkye; 
and gver*mggr* he hadd* a sov*reyn prys. 

And thogh that he wgr* worthy, he was wys, 
and of his port as meeker as is a mayde: 
he ngver* yet ng vileyny* ne sayde 
in al his lyf unto ng maner wight: 
he was a verray parfit gentil knyght. 

But for to tellen yow of his array, 

his hors was good, but he ne was nat gay; 

of fustian he wgred a gypoun, 

al bismoter*d with his habergeoun; 

for he was late ycom* from his viage, 

and wente for to doon his pilgrymage. 

With *hym thgr was his son*, a yong Squier, 
a lovyer*, and a lusty Bacheler, 
with lokkes crull*, as they wgr<? leyd in presse. 
Of twenty yggr of ag* he was, i gesse; 
of his statur* he was of gven* lengthe, 
and wonderly delyv*r* and grggt of strengthe. 
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-UA oftertiim -hee:hadj?e boordbi g«nne 
-a bz/ven alle:naasi uunsz’n pryyse. 

-m lettou-.haddee reized -andzn ryyse, 
no krz*sten:manso oftof:hzsde gree. 

-in gernaadatj?e seedgskihaddee bee 
-of:ald3e ziir, -and n'dmir.belma riie. 

-at lieis:wasee, -andatisata liie, 

-whan:J)eiw£r w un, -and:z‘n}>e gr£te se 
- at:manja nobla riive:haddee bee. 

-at mortal batails:haddeebeen:f/'f teene, 

-and fouxtenforuur feij>at:trami seene 
-z’n lzstes thriies, -and ai slainzs fo. 

-J>zs zlke wzzrtSi knigtad:beenal so 
-szzmitiimewz^e brdofrpala tiie 
-a gainamoocSer taSenzntz/r kiie; 

-and £ver:moree:hadda szzvrein priis. 
-and:]?ouxJ>at:heew£r wzzrtSi, -heewas wiis, 
-androfz's portas meekaszsa maide: 

-hee n£ver:jet:no:vzlei niine saide 
-zh alzs liif -zzn:too:no maner wigt: 
-hee:wasa verai parfz't dsentzl kni^t. 
-b«t:fortoo tellenjuuof:h/‘sa rai, 

-hzs horswas good, -but:heene:\vasnat gai; 
-of:fzzsti aan -hee wsredaidgi puun, 

:albi smz*terdwz'J>zs:haber dguun; 

-fonheewas laati kwmfromzsvii aadge, 
-and:wentefortoo:doonz*s:pzlgri maad3e. 

-wij?:hzm)?£r:waszs ;szzn, -a jurjgskwii ;eer, 
-a lzzvjer, -anda lzzstirbatje leer, 

-wz”)? lokkes krz/1, -as:J?eiwsr leidz'n presse. 
-of twenti:jsrof aadgeeiwas, -ii gesse ; 
-ofihzsstaa tyyr -heewasof Even legSe, 

-and wz/nderlide livrand grttof streijSe. 
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And he hadd* been somtym* in chyvachie, 85 

in Flaundres, in Artoys, and Pycardle, 
and bprn hym weel, as in sg litel space, 
in hpp* to stgnden in his lady grace. 

Embrpuded was he, as it w§r* a mgfde, 
al ful of fresshe floures, whyte and r^de. 90 

Syngyng* he was or floytyng* al the day: 
he was as fressh as is the month of May. 

Short was his gown*, with sieves lpng* and wyde. 
Wei koud* he sitte on hors, and faire ryde; 
he koude spnges mak* and wel endite, 95 

juste and $§k daunc*, and weel purtrey* and write. 

S g hppte he loved* that by nyghtertale 
he slepte na mppr* than dooth a nyghtyngale. 

Curteis he was, lpw*ly, and servysable, 
and carf bifprn his fader at the table. 100 

A yeman hadd* he and servauntz na mp 
at that tym*, for hym liste ride sgg. 

And he was clad in cpt* and hood of grene; 

a sh^§f of p^cok-arwes, bright and kene, 

un*der his belt he bar ful thriftily. 10 5 

Wel koud* he dressy his takel yemanly: 

his* arwes drouped noght with feth*res lpwe; 

and in his hpnd he baar a myghty bpwe. 

A noth^ed hadd* he with a broun visage. 

Of wodecraft wel koud* he al th* usage. no 

Upon his arm he baar a gay bracer; 
and b his syd* a swerd and a bok*ler; 
and on that oother syd* a gay dag^ere, 
harneised wel, and sharp as point of spfre; 
a cristof*r* on his brest of silver sheene. 115 

An horn he bar, the bawdryk was of grene; 
a forster was he soothly, as i gesse. 
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-and:heeadbeensz*m:tiimz'n:tJYva ijiie, 

-m flaundres, -mar tois, -andpikar diie, 

-and bornzm weel, -as:mso liitel spaase, 

-m hoptoorstondenznz's laadi graase. 

-em broudedrwasee, rasz'twsra nude, 

:al fzzlof frejje fluures, whiitand rtde. 

-or floitirjg alj?e dai: 

-hee:wasas frej -as:zsj>e moonjjof mai. 
Jortiwaszs guun, -w ip sleeves loqgand wiide. 
:weel:kuudee sztton hors, -and faire riide; 
-hee:kuude soggesmaakand weelen diite, 
dgzzstandck dauns, -and:weelpzzr treiand wriite. 
:so hotee laved :J?atbii ni^ter taale 
-hee sleptna morj?an:dooj?a nigtiij gaale. 

:kar teisee:was, bu:liand:servzz aable, 

-and karfbi:brnzs faaderatj?e taable. 

-a jeemanrhaddee -andser vauntsna mo 
-at fattiim, :forzm lzste riide so. 

-and heewas kladzn katand hoodof greene; 

-a Jsfof ptkokrarwes, brigand keene, 

:«n:derzs belt -hee baar:fal J>rzftz‘:lii. 
:weel:kuudee dresszs taakel jeemandii: 

-hzs arwes druuped nouxtwz]? fetSres hue; 
-and:znzs handee baara migti boue. 

-a nothsdrhaddee -wz*J)a bruunvi zaad§e. 

-of wadekraftweel kuudee alj?yy zaadge. 
-u:ponzs arm -hee baara gaibra seer; 

-and:biizs siida sweerdandatbuk leer; 
-and:on)jat ooftensiida gai:da geere, 

-har neized weel, -and Jarpas pointof spsre ; 
-a krzstofr:oni's breestof sz'lver Jeene. 

-an hoornee baar, -J>e baudrikwasof greene; 

-a forsteriwasee sooj>li, -asii gesse. 
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Th$r was alsg a norm*, a PrIoresse, 
that -of hir smylyng -was ful sympl* and coy; 
hire gretteste ggth ne -was but by Seint Loy; 
and she was eloped madams Eglentyne. 

Ful weel she sggng the service dyvyne, 
entuned in hir ngs* ful semely. 

And Frenssh she spak ful faire and fetisly, 
after the scol* of Stratford atte Bgwe, 
for Frenssh of Parys was to hire unkngwe. 

At m§te wel ytaught was she with alle : 
she leet ng morsel from hir lippes falle, 
ne wette hir fyngres in hir sauce depe; 
wel koude she carie a morsel, and wel kepe, 
•that ng drgpe ne fill; upon hire brest. 

In curteisi* was set ful muche hir lest: 
hire gverlippe wyped she sg clene 
that in hir coppe was ng ferthyng sene 
of grgee, whan she dronken hadde hir draughte ; 
ful semely after hir mgt* she raughte. 

And sikerly she was of gr§£t desport, 
and ful plesaunt, and amyable of port; 
and peyned hire to countref^te cheere 
of court, and been estatlich of manere, 
and to ben hglden di^n* of reverence. 

But for to spoken of hire conscience, 
she was sg charitable and sg pitous, 
she wolde wepe, if that she saugh a mous 
kaught in a trappe, if it w§re d§§d or bledde. 
Of smale houndes hadde she that she fedde 
with rgsted flessh, and milk, and wastel br§§d; 
but sggre she wept*, if ggn of hem w§re d§gd, 
or if men smggt it with a yerde smerte; 

14S. wepte she. 
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and al was conscience and tendre herte. 

Ful semely hir wympel pynched was ; 
hire npse tretys, hir yen greye as glas; 
hir mouth ful smal, and th^rto softe and r^d. 
But sikerly she hadde a fair forh^^d: 
it was almggst a spanne brppd, \ trowe ; 
for hardily she was nat undergrowe. 

Ful fetys was hir clpke, as i was war. 

Of smal coral aboute hire arm she bar 
a peire of b§des, gauded al with grene; 
and th§ron heng a brgpch of gold ful sheene, 
on which th^r was first write a crowned a, 
and after, Amor vincit omnia . 

Another nonne with hire hadde she, 
that was hire chapeleyne, and preestes thre. 

A Monk th?r was, a fair for the maistrie, 
an outrid^re, that lovede venerie; 
a manly man, to been an abbot able. 

Ful many a deyntee hors hadde he in stable; 
and whan he rppd, men myghte his brydel heere 
gynglen in a whistlynge wynd as cleere, 
and as loude as dooth the chapel belle, 
th?r as this lord was kepere of the celle. 

The reule of *seint Maure or of seint Beneit, 
by cause that it was pld, and somd§l streit, 
this ilke monk leet [it] forby him pace, 
and heeld after the newe world the space. 

He yaf nat of that text a pulled hen, 
that seith that hunters been nat hpply men, 
ne that a monk, whan he is recchel§?s, 
is likned til a fissh that ?s waterl§§s; 
this is to seyn, a monk out of his cloystre. 

But th ilke text heeld he nat worth an oystre; 
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and I seydy his opinioun was good. 

What sholdy he studio and maky hymselven wood, 
upon a book in cloystry alwey to poure, 185 

or swynken with his hpndes, and laboure, 
as Austyn bit ? How shal the world be served ? 

Lat Austyn hav* his swynk to him reserved I 
Therfpry he was a prikasour aright: 
greyhounds he haddy as swift as fowyl in flight; 190 

of prikyng and of huntyng for the hare 
was al his lust, for np cost wold* he spare. 

I seigh his sieves ypurfilyd at the hpnd 

with grys, and that the fynesty of a lpnd; 

and for to festny his hood un*der his chyn, 195 

he haddy of gold ywroght a curious pyn: 

a love-knotty in the gretter endy thpr was. 

His h§pd was ballyd, that shppn as any glas, 

and e$k his facy, as it haddy been enoynt; 

he was a Iprd ful fat, and in good poynt. 200 

His yyen sl^py and rollyngy in his h§pd, 

that stemed as a forneys of a l§$d. 

His bootes souply, his hors in grp^t estaat. 

Now certeinly he was a fair prelaat: 

he was nat paly as a forpyned gppst; 205 

a fat swan lovyd he best of any rppst. 

His palfrey was as broun as is a berye. 

A Frer£ th^r was, a wantpwn and a merye, 
a lymytour, a ful solem/ne man. 

In ally the ordres foury is nppn that kan 210 

sp muchy of daliauncy and fair langage. 

He haddy imaad ful many a mariage 
of yonge wommen at his pwyne cost. 

Unto his ordry he was a npble post. 

And wel bilovyd and famiilier was he 


215 



PROLOGUE TO THE CANTERBURY TALES. 83 


with frank^leyns gver al in his contrec, 
and ggk with worthy wommen of the loun; 
for he hadd* power of confessioun 
as seyde -hymself, mggre than a curat; 
for of his ordr* he was licenciat. 220 

Ful swetely herd* he confessioun, 
and plesaunt was his absolucioun; 
he was an gsy man to ygv* penaunce, 
thgr as he wiste han a good pitaunce; 
for unto a pgure ordre for to yive 225 

is si^ne that a man is wel yshryve ; 
for if he yaf, he dorste mak* avaunt, 
he wiste that a man was repentaunt; 
for many a man sg hard is of his herte, 
he may nat wep*, althogh hym sggre smerte ; 230 

thgrfgr* in stgd* of wcpyng* and preyercs 
men *moot* ygv* silver to the pgure freres. 

His typet was ay farsed ful of knyves 
and pynnes for to ygven faire wyves. 

And certeinly he hadd* a mtirye ngte; 
wel koud* he syng*, and pleyen on a rgte; 
of yeddyng*s *he baar outrely the pris. 

His nekke whit was as the flour-de-lys; 
thgrto he strgng was as a champioun. 

He knew the taverns wel in gv*ry toun, 
and gv*rich /fostilgr and tappestgr* 
bet than a lazar or a beggestgr*. 

For unto swich a worthy man as he 
acorded nat, as by his faciiltee, 
to hav* with slke lazars aqueyntaunce: 
it is nat honest, it may nat avaunce 
•for to dgglen with ng swich porail/e, 
but al with rich*, and sellers of vitail/e, 
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and gv*r al thgr as profit shold* arise. 

Curteis he was, and lgwly of servyse; 250 

thgr nas ng man ngwhgr s9 vertuous. 

He was the beste begger* in his hous: 

for thogh a wydwe hadde noght a sho, 

sg pl^saunt was his In principid , 

yet wold* he hav* a ferthyng gr he wente; 255 

his purchas was wel bettre than his rente. 

And rag* he koud*, right as it wgr* a whelpe; 

in love-day*s thgr koud* he muchel helpe. 

for thgr he was nat lyk a cloysterer, 

with thrgdbar* cgp*, as is a pgur* scoler; 260 

but he was lyk a maister, or a pgpe: 

of double worsted* was his semycgpe, 

that rounded as a bell* out of the presse. 

Somwhat he lipsed for his wantgwnesse, 
to mak* his Englissh sweet* upon his tonge. 265 
And in his harpyng, whan that he hadd* songe, 
his* yen twynkled in his hggd aryght 
as doon the sterres in the frosty nyght. 

This worthy lymytour was clgped Huberd. 

A Marchaunt was thgr with a forked bgrd; 270 
in motelee and hy* on hors he sat; 
upon his hggd a Flaundryssh bgver hat; 
his bootes clasped fair* and fetisly. 

His* rgsouns -he spak ful solem/>nely, 
sownyng* alway th’ encrggs of his wyn*nyng. 275 
He wold* the sgg wgr* kept for any thing 
bitwise Middelburgh and Qrewelle. 

Wel koud* he in eschaunge sheeldes selle. 

This worthy man ful wel his wit bisette : 

thgr wiste ng wight that he was in dette, 280 

sg *stally was he of his governaunce, 
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with his bargayn*s and with his chevys^aunce. 

For soth he was a worthy man with alle; 
but sooth to seyn, i nggt how men hym calle. 

A Clerk th^r was of Oxenford alsg, 285 

that unto logyk hadde lgng* ygp. 

As l§§ne was his hors as is a rake; 
and he nas nat right fat, i undertake, 
but looked holw*, and th^rto sgbrely. 

Ful thr^dbar* was his gv*rest* courtepy; 290 

for he hadd* get* hym yet ng benefice, 
ne was sg worldly for to hav* of/’ice. 

For hym was lev*r* hav* at his beddes hggd 
twenty bookes, clad in blak or r$$d, 
of Aristgtl* and his philosophic 295 

than rgbes rich*?, or fith*l*, or gay sautrie. 

But al be that he was a philosophre, 
yet hadde he but litel gold in cofre; 
but al that *he myght* of his freendes hente, 
on bookes and his lernyng* he it spente, 300 

and bisily gan for the spules preye 
of hem that yaf hym whgrwith to scoleye ; 
of studie took he -rnggst cur* and mggst heede. 
Noght g word spak he mggre than was neede, 
and that was seyd in form* and reverence, 
and short, and quyk, and ful of hy sentence; 
sownyng* in moral vertu was his speche, 
and gladly wold* he lern* and gladly tgche. 

A Ser6eaunt of the La we, war and wys, 
that often hadde been at the parvys, 
th$r was al*sg, ful rich* of excel/ence ; 
discreet he was, and of gr§^t reverence; 
he semed swich, his* wordes wgr* sg wise. 

Jlistic* he was ful often in asjise, 
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by patents, and by pleyn com^issioun. 315 

For his srienc*?, and for his high renoun, 
of fees and rpbes hadd<? he many ppn. 

Sp grp£t a purchasour was npwh§r nppn; 

al was fee sympk to hym in effect; 

his purchasyng myghte nat been infect. 320 

Npwhpr sp bisy a man as he thpr nas, 

and yet he semed bisier than he was. 

In termes hadd<? he caas and doomes alle, 
that frp the tym* of kyng William were falle. 

Th^rto he koud* endite and malre a thyng, 325 

th^r koude np wight pynch* at his wrrtyng. 

And $very statut koud* he pleyn by rpte. 

He rppd but hppmly in a medlee cpte, 
girt with a ceint of silk, with barres smale; 
of his array tell* I np lenger tale. 33 ° 

A Frankeleyn was in his compai^nye; 
whit was his he§d as is a dayes-ye; 
of his complexi'oun he was sangwyn. 

Wei lo\*d he by the morw* a sop in wyn; 
to lyven in delit was %\ere his wone, 335 

for he was Epicurus pw^ne sone, 
that heeld opinioun that pleyn delit . 
was verrayly felicitee parfit. 

An houshpldere, and that a greet was he; 
seint Julian was he in his contree. 34 ° 

His br^d, his ak was alweys after ppn; 
a bettre envyned man was npwher nppn; 
withoute bake met* was ne^re his hous, 
of fissh and flessh, and that sp plentevous, 
it snewed in his hous of met* and drynke. • 345 

Of alle deyntees that men koude thynke, 
after the sbndry sesouns of the ye?r 
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he chaunged him his mgt* and his soper. 

Ful many a fat partrich hadd* he in muwe, 
and many a br$§m, and many a luc* in stuwe. 350 
W9 was his cook, but if his sauce wgre 
poynaunt, and sharp, and redy al his gQ§re. 

His table dormaunt in his hall* alway 
stood redy cowed al the lgnge day. 

At sessiouns th§r was he lgrd and sire; 355 

ful ofte-tym* he was knyght of the shire. 

An anlaas, and a gipser al of silk 
heeng at his girdel, whit as morne milk. 

A shirrev* hadd* he been and a countour; 
was ngwhgr such a worthy vavasour. 360 

An Haberdasshere, and a Carpenter, 
a Webbe, a Dyere and a Tapycer 
w§r* with us, clgthed all* in 9 lyv*ree, 
of *a solem/n* and gr§§t fraternitee. 

Ful fressh and new* her g§^r* apiked was: 365 

her knyves w$r* ychaped noght with bras, 
but al with silver, wroght ful cl$n* and weel 
her* girdles and hir pouches 9v*ryd§§l. 

Wei semed §ch of hem a fair burgeys, 

to sitten in a yeldhall* on a deys. 370 

5v*rich for the wisdom that he kan 

was shaply for to been an alderman. 

For catel hadde they ynough and rente, 

and her wyves wold* it wel assente; 

and elles, certeyn, w$re they 16 blame: 375 

it is ful fair to been ycl§p*d via dame, 

and for to gggn to vigils al bifgre, 

and hav* a mantel roiallich* ybgre. 

A Cook they hadde with hem for the ngnes, 
to boil/e chiknes with the marybgnes, 380 



SECOND MIDDLE ENGLISH PRIMER . 



and poudre-marchaunt tart, and galyngale. 

Wei koud* he kngw* a draught* of London ale. 

He koude rggst*, and seth*, and boil/*, and frye, 
mak-en mortrewes -and wel bak* a pye. 

But gr§§t harm was it, as it thoghte me, 385 

that on his shyn* a mormal hadde he; 

for blankmanger, that mad* he with the beste. 

A Shipman was thgr, wonvng* fer by weste: 
for aught I wggt, he was of Dertemouthe. 

He rggd upon a rouncy, as he kouthe, 390 

[clad] in a gown* of faldyng to the knee. 

A dagger* hangyng* on a laas hadd* he 
about* his nekk* uivder his arm adoun. 

The hggte som*r hadd* maad his hew* al broun; 
and certeinly he was a good felawe. 395 

Ful many a draught* of wyn he hadde drawe 
frg Burdeuxward, whil that the chapman sleep. 

Of nyce cons*ienc* took he ng keep: 

if that he faught, and hadd* the hyer hpnd, 

by wat*r he sent* hem hggm to £v*ry lgnd. 400 

But of his craft to r$ken* wel his tydes, 

his str^mes and his daungers hym bisides, 

his herberw*, and his moon*, his lgd*menage, 

th§r nas nggn swich from Hulle to Cartage. 

Hardy he was, and wys to undertake. 405 

With many a tempest hadd* his b§rd been shake; 
he knew wel all* the haven*s, as they w$re, 
frg Gggtlgnd to the Cap* of Fynyst^re, 
and $v*ry cryk* in Britain* and in Spayne. 

His barg* yelped was the Maudelayne. 410 

With us th$r was a Doctour of phisik. 

In al this world ne was th^r nggn hym Ilk 
to sp^k* of phisik and of siirgerye; 
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for he was grounded in astronomye; 
he kept* his pacient a ful gregt de?l 
in houres by his magyk natural; 
wel koude he fortunen the ascendent 
of his* ymages for his pacient. 

He knew the caus* of ev*rich maladye, 
wgr* it of hggt or cgld, or moyst*, or drye, 
and whgr* engendred, and of what humour; 
he was a verray parfit praktisour; 
the caus* ykngw* and of his harm the roote, 
angn he yaf the sike man his boote. 

Ful redy hadd* he his* apothecaries 
to send* him drogges and his letuiiries, 
for ?ch of hem mad* oother for to wynne; 
hir frendship* nas nat newe to bigynne. 

Wel knew he th* glde Esclilapius 
and Deyscgri'des, and e?k Rufus, 
gld* Ypocras, Haly, and Galygn, 

Serapign, Razls, and Avycgn, 

Averrois, Damasnen, and Constantyn, 

Bernard, and Gatesden, and Gilbertyn. 

Of his diete mesiirabl* was he, 

for it was of ng superfluitee, 

but of grget norissyng, and digestible. 

His studie was but litel on the Bible. 

In sangwyn and in pers he clad was al, 
lyn*ed with taffeta and with sendal. 

And yet he was but esy of dispence; 
he kepte that he wan in pestilence; 
for gold in phisik is a cordial, 
therfgr* he loved* gold in special. 

A good Wif was ther of biside Bathe ; 
but she was som-del de§f, and that was scathe. 
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Of clggth-mak’yng she hadde swich an haunt, 
she passed hem of Ypres and of Gaunt. 

In al the parissh* wif ne was thgr nggn 
that to th* offryng* bifgr* hir* sholde gggn; 
and if thgr did*, certeyn sg wrggth was she, 
that she was out of alle charitee. 

Hir coverchiefs ful fyne wgr* of ground; 

I dorste swgr*, they weyeden ten pound, 
that on a sonday wgr* upon hir h§^d. 

Hir hgsen wgren *of fyn scarlet rg§d 

ful streit* yteyd, and shoos ful moyst* and newe. 

Bggld was hir fac*, and fair, and rggd of hewe. 

She was a worthy womman al hir lyve. 

Housbgnd*s at chirche dgre she hadd* fyve, 

withouten oother compai^nye in youthe; 

but th^rof nedeth nat to sp§k* as nowthe. 

And thries hadd* she been at Jen/salgm. 

She hadde passed many a straunge strgm: 
at Rome she hadd* been, and at Boloi^ne, 
in Galich, at Seint Jam*, and at Cologne; 
she koude much* of wandryng* by the weye. 
Gattothed was she, soothly for to seye. 

Upon an aumbler* §sily she sat, 
ywympled wel, and on hir h§§d an hat, 
as brggd as is a bok*ler or a targe ; 
a foot-mamtel about* hir hipes large, 
and on hir* feet a pair* of spgres sharpe. 

In felaw*ship* wel koud* she laugh* and carpe. 
Of remedi*s of lov* she knew per chaunce, 
for of that art she koud* the glde daunce. 

A good man was thgr of religioun, 
and was a pgure Persoun of a toun; 
but rich* he was of hggly thoght and werk. 
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He was alsp a lerned man, a clerk, 
that Crlstes gospel trew^ly wolde pr^che; 
his* parisshens devoutly wold* he tgche. 

Benygm* he was and wonder diligent, 

and in adversitee ful pacient; 

and swich he was ypreved ofte-sithes. 

Ful 199th w$r* hym to cursen for his* tithes ; 
but rather wold* he y^ven out of doute 
unto his p9ure parisshens aboute, 
of his offr-yng, and of his substaunce; 
he koud* in litel thyng hav* siifyisaunce. 

Wyd was his par/ssh*, and houses fer asonder; 
but he ne lafte nat for reyn ne thonder, 
in sikness* nor in meschief to visite 
the ferrest* in his parissh*, much* and lite, 
upon his feet, and in his hpnd a staf. 

This npbl* ensaumple to his sheep he yaf, 
that firsts he wroght*, and afterward he taughte. 
Out of the gospel he thp wordes caughte, 
and this figur* he added $$k th^rto, 
that if gold ruste, what shal Iren doo P 
For if a preest be foul, on whom we truste, 
np wonder is a lgwed man to ruste. 
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Wei oght* a preest ensaumple for to yive 

by his cl§n*ness*, how that his sheep shold* lyve. 

He sette nat his benefice to hyre, 

and leet his sheep encombred in the myre, 

and ran to London unto seinte Ppules 

to seken hym a chaunteri* for spules, 

or with a bretherh^d to been withhplde, 

but dwelt* at 1199m, and kepte wel his f9lde, 
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sg that the wolf ne mad; it nat myscarie; 
lie was a shepherd; and ng mercenarie. 

And thogh he hggly wgr;, and vertuous, 515 

he was to synful men noght despitous, 

ne of his speche daungerous ne di^ne, 

but in his tgchyng discreet and beny^ne; 

to drawen folk to heven; by faimesse, 

by good ensaumple, was his bisynesse. 520 

But it wgr; any persgn; obstinat, 

what sg he wgr;, of high or lgugh estat, 

hym wold; he snybben sharply for the ngnys. 

A bettre preest I trow; that ngwhgr nggn ys. 

He n; waited after pomp; ne reverence, 525 

ne maked him a spiced cons;ience; 
but Cristes lggr; and his; Apostles twelve 
he taught;, but first he folwed it hymselve. 

With hym thgr was a Plowman, was his brother, 
that hadd; ylad of dong ful many a fother. 530 
A trewe swynker; and a good was he, 
lyvyng; in pggs and parfit charitee. 

God lov;d he best with al his hggle herte, 

at alle tymes, thogh him gam;d or smerte, 

and thann; his ni^ebor; right as hymselve. 535 

He wolde thressh; and thgrto dyk; and delve, 

for Cristes sak;, for gv;ry pgure wight, 

withouten hir;, if it lay in his myght. 

His; tithes payed; *he ful fair; and wel, 

bgth; of his propre swynk and his catel. 540 

In a tabard he rggd upon a mgre. 

Thgr was alsg a rev;, and a millgre, 
a somnour, and a pardoner alsg, 
a mauncipl;, and myself—thgr wgr; na mg. 

The Miller# was a stout carl for the ngnes, 545 
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ful byg he was of brawn and of bpnes; 
that proved wel, for pv*r al th$r he cam, 
at wrastlyng* he wold* hav* alwey the ram. 

He was short-sholdred, brppd, a thikke knarre; 
thpr nas np dpr* that he nold* hpv* of harre, 
or br^k* it at a rennyng with his h$§d. 

His bprd as any sow* or fox was r^d, 
and th^rto brppd, as thogh it w^r* a spade. 
Upon the cop right of his nps* he hade 
a wert*, and th§ron stood a toft of h^rys, 
r^d as the brustles of a sowes ?rys; 
his<? npsethirles blake wpr* and wyde. 

A swerd and bokrier bar he by his syde. 

His mouth as wyd was as a gr^t forneys. 

He was a jangler* and a goliardeys ; 
and that was mppst of synn* and harlotries. 

Wel koud* he stolen corn, and tollen thries; 
and yet he hadd* a thomb* of gold pardee. 

A whit cpt* and a blew hood w^red he. 

A baggepip* wel koud* he blpw* and sowne, 
and th§r-with-al he broght* us out of towne. 

A gentil Mauncipl# was th$r of a temple, 
of which achatours myghte tak* exemple, 
for to be wls* in byyng* of vitail/e ; 
for whether that he payd*, or took by tail/e, 
algat* he wayted sp in his achaat 
that he was ay bifprn and in good staat. 

Now is nat that of God a ful fair grace, 
that swich a l^wed mannes wit shal pace 
the wisdom of an h$ep of lerned men? 

Of maistres hadd* he mp than thries ten, 
that wgr* of law* expert and curious; 
of which* th^r wpr* a duzeyn* in that hous, 
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worthy to been styward*s of rente and lgnd 
of any lgrd that is in Engelgnd, 
to mak* hym lyve by his propre good 
in honour dettelggs, 'but if he \v$re wood, 
or lyv* as scarsly as hym list desire; 
and able for to helpen al a shire 
in any caas that myghte fall* or happe— 
and yet this mauncipl* sette her aller cappe. 

The Reve was a sdendre colerik man. 

His b§rd was shav* as ny as gv*r he kan ; 
his hggr was by his gres round yshgrn ; 
his top was dokked lyk a preest bifgrn. 

Ful lgnge wgr* his legges and ful lgne 
ylyk a staf—thgr was ng calf ysene. 

Wei koud* he kep* a gerner and a bynne ; 
thgr was nggn auditour koud* of him wynne. 
Wei wiste he by the droghte and by the reyn 
the yeldyng* of his seed and of his greyn. 

His lgrdes sheep, his nggt, his dayerye, 
his swyn, his hors, his stggr, and his pultrye 
was hgglly in this reves governyng, 
and by his cov*naunt yaf the rgkenyng, 
syn that his lgrd was twenty yggr of age; 
thgr koud* ng 'man bryng* hym in arrerage. 
Thgr nas bail/if, ne hierd*, ne oother hyne, 
that he ne knew his sleighte and his covyne; 
they wgr* adrad of hym as of the dggth. 

His wonyng was ful fair* upon an hggth ; 
with grene trees yshadwed was his place. 

He koude bettre than his lgrd purchace. 

Ful rich* he was astgred pryvely; 
his lgrd wel koud* he plgsen su^tilly, 
to ygv* and lgn* hym of his gw*ne good, 
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and haw a thank, and yet a gown? and hood. 

In youth? he lerned hadd? a good myster: 
he was a wel good wright?, a carpenter. 

This reve sat upon a ful good stot, 615 

that was al pom?ly grey, and highte Scot. 

A lgng surest? of pers upon he hade, 
and by his syd? he baar a rusty blade. 

Of Northfolk was this rev? of which i telle, 

bisld? a toun men cl^pen Baldeswelle. 620 

Tukked he was, as is a frer?, aboute; 

and §v?r? he rggd the hyndrest? of our? route. 

A Somnour was th§r with us in that place, 
that hadd? a fyr-r^^d cherubynes face; 
for sawcefl^m he was, with yen narwe; 625 

with scalled browes blak?, and piled bgrd. 

Of his visage children wfr? af$rd. 

Ther nas quyk-silver, lytarg?, ne brymstgpn, 
bpras, ceruc?, ne oil/e of tartre ngpn, 630 

ne oynement that wolde clens? and byte, 
that hym myght? helpen of the whelkes white, 
nor of the knobbes sittyng? on his chekes. 

Wel lov?d he garleek, oynouns, and lekes, 
and for to drynken slrgng wyn, r^§d as blood. 635 
Thann? wold? he sp§k?, and cri? as he w§r? wood ; 
and whan that he wel dronken hadd? the wyn, 
than wold? he sp^ke 119 word but Latyn. 

A fewe termes hadd? he, two or thre, 

that he had lerned out of som decree; 640 

np wbnder is—he herd? it al the day; 

and §§k ye knpwen wel how that a jay 

kan cl^pen Watt? as wel as kan the pppe. 

But who S9 koud? in oother thyng hym grppe, 
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thann* hadd* he spent al his philosophic; 
ay queslio , quid juris wold* he crie. 


And if he fppnd pwhpr a good felawe, 
he wolde tpchen him to hav* npon awe 
in swich caas of the ercedpk*nes curs, 
but if a mannes spul* wpr* in his purs; 
for in his purs he shold* ypunyssh*d be; 

‘purs is the ercedpk*nes hell*/ seyde he. 

But wel l wppt, he lyed right in dede: 
of cursyng oght* pch gilty man him drpde; 
for curs wol slpp, right as assoil/yng savith; 
and alsp war him of a significavit . 

In daunger hadd* he at his pw*ne gise 

the yonge girles of the dioclse, 

and knew hir conseil, and was al hir rppd. 

A gerland hadd* he set upon his hppd, 
as grppt as it wpr* for an ale-stake ; 
a bokrieer hadd* he maad him of a cake. 

With hym thpr was a gentil Pardoner 
of Rouncival, his freend and his compeer, 
that streight was comen frp the court of Rome. 
Ful loud* he sppng com hider love to vie. 

This Somnour bar to hym a stif burdoun; 
was npver* tromp* of half sp grppt a soun. 

This Pardoner hadd* hppr as yehv as wex, 
but smoth* it heeng as dooth a strik* of flex; 
by ounces heng* his* lokkes that he hadde, 
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and thgrwith he his* shuldres Qverspradde ; 
but thynn* it lay by colpouns ggn and ggn. 
But hood for jolitee ne wgred ‘he nggn, 
for it was trussed up in his walet ; 
hym thoght* he rggd al of the newe jet; 
dischev*lee sav* his capp* he rggd al bare. 
Swich* glaryng* yen hadd* he as an hare. 

A vernycl* hadd* he sow*d upon his cappe. 

His walet lay bifgrn hym in his lappe, 
bretful of pardoun com^ from Rom* al hggt. 

A voys he hadd* as smal as hath a gggt. 

Ng b^rd hadd* he, ne ngver* sholde have; 
as smoth* it was as it w^r* lat* yshave. 
•••••••. 

But of his craft frg Berwyk into Ware, 
ne was th§r swich another pardoner. 

For in his mate he hadd* a pilwe-beer, 
which that he seyde was our* lady veyl; 
he seyd* he hadd* a gobet of the seyl 
[which] that seint Peter hadde, whan he wente 
upon the til J^su Crist hym hente. 

He hadd* a croys of latoun ful of stgnes, 
and in a glas he hadde pigges bgnes. 

But with this* relik*s, whanne that lie fgnd 
a pgure persoun dwellyng* upon lgnd, 
upon a day he gat hym mggr* moneye 
than that the persoun gat in monthes tweye. 

And thus with feyned flat/ery* and japes 
he mad* the persoun and the pepl* his apes. 

But trewely to tellen atte laste, 
he was in chirch* a ngbl* ecrlesiaste : 
wel koud* he r^d* a les*oun or a stgrie; 
but alderbest he sgng an ol/ertgrie; 
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for wel he wiste, whan that spng was songe, 
he moste pr$ch*, and wel af/il* his tonge 
to wynne silver as he ful wel koude ; 
th§r*fpr* he spng the mtirierly and loude. 


VIII. 

PARDONER’S TALE. 

In Flaundres whilom was a compai^nye 

of yonge folk, that haunteden folye, 

as riot, hasard, stewes, and tavernes, 

wh§r as, with harpes, lutes, and gyternes, 

they daunc* and pley* at dys bpth* day and nyght, 

and §t* alsp, and drynken pv*r her myght, 

thurgh which they doon the devel sacrifise 

withinn* that defies tempi* in cursed wise, 

by superfiuytee abomynable; 

her pthes been sp grgt* and sp dam/nable 

that it is grisly for to heer* hem swgre : 

our* blessed Lprdes body they totgre; 

hem thoghte Jewes rent* hym noght ynough ; 

and §ch of hem at oth*res synne lough. 

This* riotoures thre, of which* i telle, 

Ipng* $rst §r prime rpng of any belle 
w§r* set hem in a tavern* for to drynke ; 
and as they sat, they herd* a belle clynke 
bifprn a cors, was caried to his grave; 
that ppn of hem gan callen to his knave: 

‘ gp bet,’ quod he, ‘ and axe redily, 
what cors is this that passeth heer forby; 
and look* that thou report* his name week' 
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4 Sir*/ quod this boy, ‘ it nedeth n§v*r-a-d?^l: 
it was me tggld gr ye cam heer two ^oures. 

He was pardee an gld felaw* of youres 
and sodeynly he was yslayn tonyght, 
fordronk* as *he sat on his bench upright; 
thgr cam a privee theef, men clgpen Dggth, 
that in this contree al the peple slggth, 
and with his spgr* he smggt his hert* atwo, 
and went* his wey withouten wordes mg. 

He hath a thousand slayn this pestilence. 

And maister, gr ye com* in his presence, 
me thynketh that it wgre necesjarie 
for to be war of swich an adversarie: 
beth redy for to meet* hym £ver*mggre ; 
thus taughte me my dam*—I sey na mggre/ 

‘ By seinle Marie/ seyd* this taverner, 

‘ the child seith sooth, for he hath slayn this y§gr 
henn* gv*r a mil* withinn* a gr^t vil/age, 
bgth* man and womman, child, and hyn*, and page ; 
i trow*, his habitacioun be th§re. 

To been avysed gr^gt wysdom it wgre, 

?r that he did* a man a dishonour/ 

‘Y$, Goddes armes/ quod this riotour, 

‘ is it swich peril with hym for to meete ? 

I shal hym sek* by wey and §$k by strete, 
i mak* avow to Goddes digne bgnes! 

Herk'neth felawes, we thre been al gnes; 
lat §ch of us hgld* up his hgnd til oother, 
and §ch of us bicomen oth*res brother, 
and we wol sl§§n this false traytour D^^th . 
he shal be slayn which that sg many slggth, 
by Goddes di^nitee, §r it be nyght! ’ 

Togidres han this* thre hir trouthes plight, 

H 2 









IOO 


SECOND MIDDLE ENGLISH PRIMER . 


to 1 yv* and dyen ech of hem for oother, 
as thogh he wpr* his pw*n* ybprne brother. 

And up they stirt*, al dronken in this rage, 
and forth they gppn towardes that village 
of which the taverner hadd* sppk* bifprn; 
and many a grisly ppth thann* han they swprn, 
and Crfstes blessed body they torente— 

‘ Dppih shal be dppd, if that they may hym hente/ 
Whan they han gppn nat fully half a mile, 
right as they wold* han troden pv*r a stile, 
an ppld man and a ppure with hem mette. 

This plde man ful mekely hem grette, 
and seyde thus, ‘Now, lprdes, God yow seel' 

The proudest* of this* riotoures three 
answerd* agayn, ‘ What, carl with sory grace, 
why artow al forwrapped sav* thy face ? 
why lyvestow sp lpng* in sp grppt age?' 

This plde man gan look* in his visage, 
and seyde thus, ‘ For i ne kan nat fynde 
a man, thogh that i walked into Ynde, 
ncitlrer in citee nor in np village, 
that wolde chaung* his youthe for myn age ; 
and thprfpr* moot i han myn age stille, 
as lpnge tym* as it is Goddes wille. 

Ne dppth, al/as! ne wol nat han my lyf. 

Thus walk* i, lyk a restelpps kaityf; 

and on the ground, which is my moodres gate, 

i knokke with my staf prly and late, 

and seye, “ leeve mooder, lppt me in! 

16 , how i vanyssh*, flessh, and blood, and skyn 1 
al/as I whan shul my bpnes been at reste ? 
moo der, with yow i wolde chaung* my cheste, 
that in my chaumbre lpnge tym* hath be, 
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y§, for an heyre clowt to wrappe me ! ” 

But yet to me she wol nat do that grace, 
for which ful pal* and welked is my face. 

But sir*s, to yow it is np curteisye 
to spoken to an pld man vileynye, 
but he trespass^ in word or elks in dede. 

In hpply writ ye may yourself wel rpde, 
“agayns an ppld man, hppr upon his h^d, 
ye shold* aris* ; ” wh^rfpr* \ y$ve yow rp§d, 
ne dooth unto an ppld man nppn harm now, 
na mppre than ye wold* men did to yow 
in age, if that ye sp Ipng* abyde; 
and God be with yow, wh§r* ye gp or ryde: 

I moot gp thider as I hav* to gp/ 

; Nay, plde cherl, by God, thou shalt nat sp/ 
seyde this oother hasardour anpn, 

‘thou partest nat sp lightly, by Seint Jp/m ! 
Thou spak right now of th’ilke traytour D^th, 
that in this contree all* our* freendes sl<^th. 
Hav* heer my trouth*, as thou art his espye, 
tell* wh§r he is, or thou shalt it abye, 
by God, and by the hpply sacrement! 

For soothly thou art ppn of his assent, 
to sl??n us yonge folk, thou false theefT 
‘ Now sires,* quod he, ‘ if that yow be sp leef 
to fynde D<^th, turn* up this croked wey, 
for in that grpv* 1 laft* hym, by my fey, 
un-der a tree, and th$r he wok abyde: 
nat for -your* bppst he wok him npthyng hyde. 
Se ye that ppk?—right th?r ye shal hym fynde. 
God save yow that boght* agayn mankynde, 
and yow amend* ! / thus seyd* this plde man. 

And §v*rich of this* rlotoures ran, 
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til he cam t5 that tree, and th§r they founde 
of floryns fyn* of gold ycoyned rounde 
wel-ny an eighte busshels, as hem thoghte. 

Np lenger thanne after Dp§th they soghte, 
but §ch of hem sp glad was of that sighte, 
for that the floryns been sp fair* and brighte, 
that doun they sett* hem by this precious hoord. 
The worst* of hem he spak the firste word: 

‘ Brethren/ quod he, ‘ taak kepe what I seye; 
my wit is gr§§t, thogh that I bourd* and pleye. 
This tresor hath Fortune unto us yiven, 
in myrth* and jolitee our* lyf to lyven, 
and lightly as it comth sp wol we spende. 

Ey, Goddes precious dfrnitee! who wende 
today that we shold* han sp fair a grace ? 
but myght* this gold be caried frp this place 
hppm to myn hous, or elles unto youres 
for wel ye wppt that al this gold is oures— 
thanne were we in high felicitee. 

But trewely by day* it may nat bee j 

men wolde seyn that we wpr* theves strpnge, 

and for our* p\v*ne tresor doon us hpnge. 

This tresor most* ycaried be by nyghte, 
as wisly and as slyly as it myghte. 

Whprfpr* i r$d* that cut ampng us alle 
be draw*, and lat se wh ? r the cut wol falle. 

And he that hath the cut with herte blithe 
shal renne to the town, and that ful swlthe, 
and bryng* us br^d and wyn ful prively. 

And two of us shul kepen sixthly 
this tresor wel; and if he wol nat tarie, 
whan it is nyght we wol this tresor carie 
by ppn assent whpr as us thynkelh best. 
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That ggn of hem the cut broght* in his fest, 
and bad hem draw*, and look* whgr* it wol talle; 
and it fil on the yongest* of hem alle; 
and forth toward the toun he went* angn. 

And al sg soone as that he was gon, 
that ggn of hem spak thus unto that oother: 

‘ Thou kngwest wel thou art my swgme brother ; 
thy profit wol i telle thee angn. 

Thou wggst wel that our* felaw* is aggn, 
and heer is gold, and that ful grggt plentee, 
that shal departed been amgng us thre. 

But nathelggs, if i kan shap* it sg 
that it departed w§r* amgng us two, 
hadd* \ nat doon a freendes torn to thee P' 

That ooth*r amswerd*, ‘i noot how that may be: 
he wggt how that the gold is with us tweye ; 
what shal we doon ? what shal we to hym seye ?' 

‘ Shal it be conseil ?' seyd* the firslc shrewe, 

‘ and l shal tellen thee in wordes fewe, 
what we shal doon, and bryng* it wel aboulc/ 

‘ I graunte/ quod that oother, ‘ out of doute 
that by my trouth* i shal thee nat biwreye/ 

‘ Now,’ quod the first*, ‘ thou wggst wel we be tweye, 
and two of us shul strenger be than ggn. 

Look* whan that he is set, and right anggn 
arys, as thogh thou woldest with hym pleye, 
and i shal ryv* hym thurgh the sydes tweye, 
whil that thou strogdest with hym as in game; 
and with thy dagger* look* thou do the same. 

And thann* shal al this gold departed be, 
my deere freend, bitwixen me and thee. 

Thann* may we bgth* our* lustes al fulfille, 
and pley* at dys right at our* gw*ne wille/ 
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And thus acorded been this* shrewes tweye 
to sl§§n the thridd*, as ye han herd me seye. 190 

This yongest*, which that went* unto the toun, 
ful oft* in hert* he rolleth up and doun 
the beautee of this* floryns new* and brighter 
4 9, lgrd/ quod he, ‘ if sg w§r* that i myghte 
hav* al this tresor to my self allgne, 195 

th^r is ng man that lyv*th urnder the trdne 
of God that sholde lyv* sg miiry* as I T 
And atte last* the feend, our* enemy, 
putt* in his thoght that he shold* poysoun beye, 
with which he myghte sl§§n his* felaw*s tweye ; 200 

forwhy the feend fggnd hem in swich lyvynge 
that he hadd* l§ve hem td sorwe brynge; 
for this was outrely his full* entente, 
to sl?§n hem bgth*, and n^ver* to repente. 

And forth he gggth—ng lenger wold* he tarie— 205 

into the toun, unto a pot/jecarie, 

and preyde hym that he hym wolde selle 

som poysoun, that he myght* his* rattes quelle; 

and §ek th§r was a pglcat in his hawe, 

that, as he seyd*, his* capouns hadd* yslawe, 210 

and fayn he wolde wr§k* hym, if he myghte, 

on vermyn that destroyed hym by nyghte. 

The pot/^ecari* amswerd*, ‘and thou shall have 
a thyng that, alsg God my sgule save, 
in al this world th§r is ng creature 215 

that §t* or dronk* hath of this confiture 
noght but the mountaunc* of a corn of wh$te, 
that he ne shal his lif angn forl^te: 
y^, sterv* he shal, and that in lasse while 
than thou wolt gggn a paas nat but a mile; 
this poysoun is sg strgng and violent. 
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This cursed man hath in his hpnd yhent 
this poysoun in a box; and sith he ran 
into the nexte stret*, unto a man, 
and borwed of hym large hotels thre: 
and in the two his poysoun poured he; 
the thridd* he kepte clpne for his drynke: 
for al the nyght he shoop hym for to swynke 
in carying* of the gold out of that place. 

And whan this notour, with sory grace, 
hadd* filled with wyn his* gr§te hotels thre, 
to his* felaw*s agayn repaireth he. 

What nedeth it to sermons of it mppre ? 
for right as they hadd* cast his dppth bifppre, 
right sp they han hym slayn, and that anpn. 

And whan that this was doon, thus spak that ppn, 
‘ Now lat us sitt* and drynke, and mak* us merie, 
and afterward we wol his body berie/ 

And with that word it happed hym par cas 
to tak* the hotel th§r the poysoun was, 
and drank, and yaf his felaw* drynke alsp, 
for which anpn they storven bpthe two. 

But certes I sup/ps* that Avycpn 
wrppt n^ver* in np canoun n* in np fen 
mp wonder sl^nes of empoisonyng 
than hadd* this* wrecches two pr her endyng. 

Thus ended been this* homycides two, 
and £$k the fals* empoysonpr* alsp. 
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GLOSSARY. 


The order is alphabetical, except that words beginning with the 
prefix y- must be sought under their root : y thrived under/, &c. 
Words that cannot be found under i must be sought under y, 

and vice versa. 


abyen, atone for, suffer for. 

achat, purchase. 

achatour, buyer. 

acloyen, over-burden. 

a-drad, afraid. 

affile, file, polish. 

affrayen, startle. 

al, all; entirely, completely— 

‘ pver al,’ everywhere ; ‘ al be, 
although; ‘with alle,’ com¬ 
pletely ; ‘ al redy ! ’ all right. 

al, awl. 

alder-best, best of all. 
alder-next, next, nearest of all. 
ale-stake, sign-post, 
al-gate, always. 

Algezir, Algeciras (in Spain). 
Alisanndre, Alexandria. 

alsp, as; also. 

a-mys, amiss, unfavorably. 

anlas, dagger. 

an-pn, anon, at once ; forthwith, 
anpn-right, at once, 
apiked, trimmed, 
aray, array; magnificence (in 

dress and armour), 
arlve, landing (of troops), 
arrerage, arrears, 
assent, consent, conspiracy, 
assoillen, absolve, 
assoilling, absolution. 
atte = at the—‘a. beste,’ in the 
best style. 

attempre, tempered, mild, 
atyr, ornament; dress. 

Austyn, St. Augustine, 
auter, altar. 

avauncen, advance, profit. 


avanntour, boaster, 
aventure, chance, adventure, 
avisement, deliberation, 
avisen, contemplate, consider. 

reflex, consider, 
avouterie, adultery, 
avow, vow. 
a-WTpken, avenge, 
axen, ask ; call for, provoke, 
ay, always. 

balled, bald, 
barre, ornament, 
bawdryk, belt, 
beggestpre, female beggar, 
be-hpten, promise. 

Belmarye, a kingdom in Africa. 
Beneit, Benedict, 
bente, meadow, 
be-setten, beset; apply, em¬ 
ploy, utilise. 

be-sprengen, sprinkle, bedew, 
besy, busy, bisy, busy, anxious, 
besynesse, fussiness, 
bet, better; quickly (?). 
be-wryen, betray, 
beyen, buy. 
bisetten, see besetten. 
bit, pres, itidic. 3 sg. of bidden, 

ask, bid. 
blenden, blind, 
blent, see blenden. 
b-lyve, quickly. 

bpde, offer; announcement, mes- 
sage. 

bplden, become bold, 
bone, request, wish, 
boras, borax. 
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bord, table—‘ the b. biginnen,* 
sit at the head of the table ; 
take the lead, 
bote, remedy, 
bourden, jest, 
bracer, arm-guard, 
brawn, muscle, 
brennen, bum. 
bret-ful, brimful, 
bryd, young bird ; bird, 
bukke, he-goat; buck, stag, 
burdoun, burden, accompani¬ 
ment (of a song) ; bass, 
burgeys, burgess, citizen, 
but, but; unless; but if, un¬ 
less. 

buxumnesse, obedience, cheer¬ 
fulness. 

bylder, builder. 

can, knows; can. 
careyne, caroyne, carrion, 
corpse, 
carl, fellow, 
carpen, talk, 
casten, cast; devise, 
catel, property, 
ceint, girdle, 
celle, small monastery, 
ceruce, white lead, 
jchdped, inlaid, 
charitable, humane, 
oharite, benevolence, kindness, 
chaun. terie, chantry, endow¬ 
ment for chanting mass, 
chere, countenance, appearance; 
state of mind, cheer; behaviour; 
friendliness, friendly reception, 
chorl, fellow; churl, 
chosen, choose, 
chevyssaunce, loan, 
chivalrie, knighthood, life of a 
knight, chivalry, 
chyvachie, military expedition, 
campaign. 

clarre, sweet, spiced wine, 
cl^pon, call ; name, 
clerk, student, scholar, 
cplde, coldness, chill, 
odlpoun, shred, bundle. 


conseil, advice; deliberation; 
secret. 

contraire, contrary; adversary, 
conye, rabbit, 
cop, tip. 

cope, a priest’s cloak, 
edrage, heart, spirit, disposi¬ 
tion. 

coroune, crown, 
corupcioun, destroyer, 
oost, condition, nature —‘for no 
cost,’ in no way, on no account, 
couchen, lay ; trim, prepare, 
finish. 

coude, pret. of can. 
countour, auditor, controller, 
arithmetician ; abacus, count 
ing-board. 

countre-f§ten, imitate, 
courtepy, short cloak, 
couth, known, 
couthe, pret. of can. 
coverchef, cap. 
covine, deceit, 
crafty, skilful, 
crasen, break, 
cristofre, brooch, 
crokke, pot. 
crop, tree-top, shoot, 
croys, cross, 
crul, curly, 
cryke, creek. 

cunnyng, knowledge, skill, 
cure, care, 
cut, lot. 

daliaunce, gossip, 
dame, lady, dame—‘ my d./ my 
mother. 

daunger, control, authority 
danger. 

daungerous, arrogant, 
daunten, subdue, 
dayes-yo, daisy, 
dofaut, failure, fault. 
degTe, rank ; manner. 
d§l, part, portion ; quantity, 
delicosye, luxury, daintiness, 
delyvere, active, agile, 
departen, divide, share. 
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depeynten, cover with paint¬ 
ings ; paint. 

despitous, merciless, unkind, 
desport, sport, play, liveliness, 
dpth, death—* thed.,’the plague, 
devlsen, tell, describe, 
deynte, valuable; dainty,luxury, 
deys, dais, platform, 
digne, dignified,proud, reserved, 
dischevele, with loose hair, 
dispence, expenditure, 
distraynen, strain, pull. 

dom, judgment, decision. 

don, do ; cause, have. 

doute, doubt—‘ out of d./ with¬ 
out doubt. 

drpdful, timid ; terrible, 
dressen, prepare, 
droghte, drought, dryness, 
dryen, suffer, 
dyken, dig a ditch. 

egge, edge, 
pk, eke, also, 
elles, else. 

erabrpuded, embroidered, 
emperice, empress, 
en-bpsed, foaming at the mouth, 
engendrure, breeding, 
enointen, anoint, 
ensaumple, example, 
entente, attention ; intention ; 

state of mind, will; opinion, 
entre-mps, entremets; interval, 
entrempten, refl. meddle with, 
entriken, ensnare, seize, 
envyen, envy ; emulate, strive, 
envyned, stored, provided with 
wine. 

erce-dpken, arch deacon, 
errour, error, uncertainty, 
eschaunge, exchange, 
psen, make easy, accommodate, 
espie, spy. 
espien, espy. 

estat, rank, dignity ; condition, 
estatlich, estally, steady, re¬ 
liable; stately, 
psy, moderate. 


pven, level, even; impartial; 
average. 

pver-in-pn, continually, 
eyre, air. 

facound, eloquent, 
facounde, eloquence, 
fadme, fathom, yard, 
faldyng, coarse cloth, 
fallen, fall; happen, occur, 
faren, travel; prosper — fare, 
noun hap ; ‘ pvel fare,’ ill-luck, 
farsen, stuff, 
fple, many, 
fen, chapter, 
fer, far. 

ferde, see feren. 
fere, companion ; mate, 
feren, go ; fare, behave, 
fer-forth, far; ‘ sp f.,’ to such 
a degree, 
feme, distant, 
ferre, farther. 

ferrest, farthest, most distant, 
ferther, farther, 
ferthyng, farthing; small por¬ 
tion, speck, 
fest, fist, hand. 

fetis, well-made, neat, elegant, 
fette, pret. of fecchen, fetch, 
fithele, fiddle, 
flaume, flame, 
files, fleece, 
fleten, float, 
floyten, play the flute, 
folk, people; kind, 
fpnden, try. 

for, for; because ; against; to 
avoid. 

for-beden, forbid, 
for-by, prp. past, 
for-dronken, dead drunk, 
for-loyne, halt. 

formel, female of a bird of prey, 
mate. 

former, prior, earlier, 
forneys, furnace; fireplace—* f. 

of a Ipd,’ fire under a cauldron, 
for-pampred, over-pampered, 
forpyned, worn out with tor- 
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ments, wasted away, worn 
out. 

fors, matter, consequence, 
fortunen, make fortunate, 
forward, agreement, 
for-wery, overtired, very weary, 
for-why, because, 
fother, load. 

fot-hpt, ‘ foot-hot,’ impatient to 
start. 

foul, fowel, bird, 
founden, found, build, 
frankeleyn, squire. 

galentyne, kind of sauce, 
galyngale, the root of sweet 
cyperus. 

gamen, play—‘him gamed,’ he 
was happy, 
gan, see ginnen. 
gat-tothed, with teeth wide 
apart. 

gauden, adorn. 

Gaunt, Ghent, 
geaunt, giant. 

gent, noble, elegant, accom¬ 
plished. 

gerdonynge, rewarding, reward. 
g§re, gear, instruments, appa¬ 
ratus. 

gerfaucoun, gerfalcon. 
Gernade, Granada, 
gerner, garner, cornloft. 
gilden, golden, 
ginnen, begin, 
gipser, pouch, 
girl, young man or woman, 
glse, manner, way. 
gniden, rob. 
gobet, piece. 
g 6 lo, talk, gabble, 
goliardeys, spunger. 

£ 9 n » go ; apply oneself, 
gdvernaunce, management, 
graunten, agree, 
gref, grievance. 

gr ? t, big—‘ the grgte,’ the sub¬ 
stance ; ‘the Gr^te the 
Mediterranean. 

grevaunce, injury, annoyance. 


gr§ve, grove, 
grppen, feel, grope ; test, 
ground, ground, bottom, founda¬ 
tion, texture, 
grys, (grey) fur. 
gypoun, jacket, 
gyterne, guitar. 

habergeoun, small coat of mail, 
halen, draw, attract, 
half, side—‘ a; = on) Goddes h.* 
for God’s sake. 

halowen, halloo, drive with 
shouts, 
hals, neck, 
halwe, saint. 
han = haven, have, 
hardily, certainly, 
harlotrie, looseness, wanton- 
nesse; buffoonery, 
harm, injury, grievance, 
harneisen, equip, 
harre, hinge, 
hasardour, gamester, 
haunt, practice, skill, 
haunten, follow after, practise, 
hautayn, haughty, 
hawe, enclosure, yard, 
hei-sugge, hedge-sparrow. 
h§le, healing, health, 
henne, hence. 

henten, seize, take hold of; get. 
h^p, crowd, 
herberwe, harbour, 
horde, pret. of heron, ‘hear.' 
herde, keeper of cattle, shep¬ 
herd. 

herse, hearse, decorated bier, 
hert, hart, 
herte, heart. 

h§thenesse, heathendom, hea¬ 
then countries, 
hette, see hpten. 
hette, fret, of hgten, ‘ heat.’ 
heyre, adj., of horsehair, 
highte, see hpten. 
hindrest, hindermost, last, 
holm, holm-oak. 
holt, wood. 

honest, becoming, proper. 
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hostelrye, dwelling; inn. 
hostile!*, inn-keeper, 
hpte, hotly, fervently, 
listen, be named, 
hound, dog ; hound, 
hunte, hunter, 
hyen, hasten, 
hyne, farm-servant. 

ilke, same, 
infect, invalid, 
inne, adv., in. 

jangler, talker, babbler, 
jape, jest, trick, 
jet, style, fashion, 
justen, joust, tilt, engage in a 
tournament. 

kan, knows ; can. 
karf, see kerven. 
ken = kyn, race, family—* al 
ken,’ mankind, everyone, 
kepe, heed. 

kepen, keep; keep clear (of 
pirates), guard ; watch, 
kepere, keeper, head, 
kerven, cut; carve, 
knarre, knot in wood ; a thick¬ 
set man. 

knave, boy, servant. 

knetten — knytten, knit, join. 

korven, see kerven. 

kyd, ptc. prl . of kythen, make 

known. 

kynde, nature; kind. 

ladde, pret. of l?den 1 lead/ 
lafte, pret . of lfven ‘ leave.’ 
lambyssh, lamb-like, 
large, large, wide, long ; liberal. 

las, lace, thong. 

latoun, kind of brass. 

launde, glade, lawn. 

laurer, laurel. 

lazar, leper. 

lfd, cauldron. 

lfden, lead ; convey, cart. 

lfnen, lend. 

lenger, comp, of lpng. 

If ren, teach ; learn. 


lesen, lose; destroy, 
lest ( = lust), pleasure, 
lesten, see listen. 

If ten, let; leave, 
letten, hinder ; abstain, cease. 
Lettpw, Lithuania, 
letuarie, electuary, 
leven, believe, 
lfven, leave ; omit, 
lfwed, lay(man); ignorant, 
stupid, 
lipsen, lisp. 

listen, lesten, vb. impers. — 4 him 
liste,’ he desired, it was his 
humour to. . . 
lite, little, 
litestere, dyer, 
lode-menage, pilotage, 
loft, height; upper room—‘on 
lofte, a lofte,’ aloft, 
lpnge, adv., for a long time, 
lough, fret, of laughen. 
love-dayes, love-days, days for 
settling disputes amicably, 
without lawsuits, 
luce, pike. 

lust, desire; pleasure,enjoyment. 
Lyeys, in Armenia, 
lykerous, luxurious, lecherous, 
lymere, greyhound, 
lymytour, mendicant friar. 

maister, master, sir. 
maister-hunte, chief huntsman, 
maistrle, mastery, superiority— 
‘ for the m.,’ preeminently, 
make, mate. 

maken, make; compose, draw 
up. 

makyng, composition, writing 
poetry. 

male, trunk, portmanteau, 
maunciple, manciple, caterer. 

may, can; may. 
mede, reward, wages ; bribery, 
mfnen, complain ; mean, 
merlioun, merlin, 
meschef, misfortune, 
messagerie, message-carrying, 
pandering, intrigue. 
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met, pres . indie. 3 sing, of 
mften. 

mete, fit, appropriate. 
m§ten, dream, pets, and impers . 
mette, prt. of m^ten, * dream,’ 
and 0/meten, ‘ meet.’ 
meven, move, 
mp, adj. pltir. more, 
mormal, sore, gangrene, 
morne-milk, morning-milk, 
mortrewes, a kind of soup, 
morwe, morning—‘by the m.’ 

in the morning.’ 
mpt, signal, 
mot, ought to ; must, 
mountaunce, amount, 
mo we, see may. 
muche, big ; much, 
muwe, mewe, coop for fattening 
fowls. 

myssen, miss, fail. 

myster, craft, profession, trade. 

na, no, not. 

nam, nas, &c., am not, was not. 
na-the-lpps, nevertheless, 
nature, nature ; kind, race, 
ne, not; neither—‘ ne . . ne,’ 
neither . . nor. 

Nembrot, Nimrod, 
ngt, cattle. 

npver-a-dppl, not at all. 
npnes—‘ for the n./ for the 
nonce, on the occasion. 
Northfolk, Norfolk, 
npse-thirles, nostrils, 
not = ne wpt. 
npte, melody ; note, 
not-hpd, crop-head, 
nowthe, now—* as n.,’ just now. 
nyce, foolish, 
nycete, folly, 
nyl, will not. 
nyghten, be night, 
nyghter-tale, night-time. 

office, office, secular appoint¬ 
ment. 

offrynge, offering in the church 
on Kelic-Sunday. 


ofte-slthes, often, 
pn, one—‘ after pn,‘ of uniform 
excellence. 

ones, of one mind ; once. 
9 ro-welle, Orwell, the port of 
Harwich, 
orlpge, clock, 
other, other, 
pther, or. 

outlandissh, foreign, 
outrage, excess, luxury, 
outrely, utterly, entirely, 
pverest, uppermost, outer, 
pver-shaken, overcome, 
pver-sheten, overshoot; reflex, 
go too far. 

pacen, pass by, surpass. 

Palatye, Palathia, in Asia 
Minor. 

par cas, by chance, 
parcel, portion ; detail, account, 
par-de, by God. 
pardoner, seller of indul¬ 
gences. 

parfit, perfit, perfect, 
parrok, park. 

parvys, portico of St. Paul’s 
(where the lawyers met), 
pas, pace—‘gpn a p.,’ go at a 
foot-pace, 
passen, (sur)pass. 
pay^o >, satisfaction, 
payen, please, content ; pay. 
paysyble, peaceful, 
pers, grey cloth, 
persoun, parish priest, 
peynen, trouble—‘ peyned hire,’ . 

took trouble, endeavoured, 
peynten, depict, paint, 
philosophre, philosopher ; al¬ 
chemist. 

piled, bald ; thin-haired, 
piler, pillar, column, 
pilwe-ber, pillow-case, 
pipere, piper. 

pitaunco, allowance of food, 
plate, armour. 
pl§, plea, argument. 
plesaun.ee, pleasure. 
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plftyng, pleading, 
pleyn, full. 

pleyn, playn, flat, smooth, 
straight. 

pleynen, moum. 
pleynly, plainly, clearly, 
pleynt, complaint, 
plowman, petty farmer, 
pp-kok, peacock, 
pomely, dappled, 
popynjay, parrot, 
poraille, poor people, 
port, deportment, 
post, post, pillar, support 
pothecarie, apothecary, 
poudre-marchaunt, flavouring 
powder, a kind of curry 
powder. 

pounage, swine’s food, 
poynaunt, strong - flavoured, 
piquant. 

present, immediately, 
presse, prpse, press, hurry; 

crowd ; mould, 
pressen, prison, press, 
prest, ready, 
prove, proof, 
proven, prove. 

prikasour, (spurrer), hard rider, 
priken, prick ; spur; incite, 
prikyng, (spurring),hard riding, 
prime, prime, nine o’clock, 
prive, private, secret, 
proces, course of time. 

Pruce, Prussia. 

prys, renown, value, price, prize, 
pulled, plucked, 
purchas, gains, proceeds (of 
begging). 

purchacen, gain ; buy. 
purchasour, conveyancer, 
purchasyng, conveyancing. 
purfHen, embroider,garnish, fur. 
purtreyen, draw, 
pynchen, pinch, pleat—*p. at,’ 
find fault with. 

quellen, kill, 
querne, hand-mill, 
quiten, requite, pay. 


quod, quoth. 

radde, pret. ^rgden. 
rage, madness, excitement 
ragen, play, romp, 
rape, hurry, haste, 
raughte, pret. ^/ r r§chen. 
recchelgs, careless, 
recchen, reck, care. 

re-chasen, drive back, head 
back. 

r§chen, reach—‘r. after/ help 
oneself to. 

rgd, advice; opinion. 

rgde-lfs, without counsel, per¬ 
plexed. 

r§den, read; advise, 
regalie, authority, 
relayes, fresh supply, 
rennen, run. 
rennynge, running, 
rente, income, 
replicacioun, answer, 
rgsoun, reason ; opinion ; dis¬ 
cussion, matter of argument, 
reste, rest —* whan the sonnc 
was to reste,’ when the sun 
was at rest (had set)—‘ at his 
reste,’ at home, 
reve, bailiff. 

reverence, respect; dignity, 
reule, rule. 

reward, regard, consideration, 
reysen, make an expedition, in¬ 
road. 

rial, royal. 

right, right, rightly; exactly, 
rightful, righteous, 
roghte, see recchen. 
rpte, a kind of harp, 
rouncy, nag. 

rounden, assume a round form 
route, company, troop. 

Ruee, Russia, 
ruddok, redbreast, 
rusen, use tricks; escape, 
ryven, pierce. 

sad, sober; steady, settled, 
aangwyn, red cloth. 
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Satalye, Attalia, in Asia Minor, 
sauf, save, save, except, 
sautrle, psaltery, a kind of 
stringed instrument. 
8 awce-fl§§m, having a red 

pimpled face. * 

scalled, scurvy, 
scaraly, sparingly, frugally, 
scathe, harm, pity, 
science, knowledge, learning, 
scoleyen, go to the University, 

study. Jt 

scryveyn, scribe. 

8 * ‘the Gr ? te Se/ Medi¬ 
terranean. 

secre, secret; discreet, 
sek, sik, sick, ill. 
semy-cppe, a monk’s cape, 
sen, see—‘ God yow se,’ may 
God protect you. 
sendal, a kind of silk, 
sentence, meaning, 
servysable, ready to be of ser¬ 
vice, helpful. 

set = setteth. 
sethen, boil, stew. 

shapen, shape, create ; devise_ 

‘ shoop him,’ intended. 
sh aply> of good shape, shapely ; 

sheld, shield ; (French) crown. 

shenden, put to shame; injure 
spoil. 

shene, bright, beautiful, 
sheter, shooter, 
shetten, shut. 

shir-reve, (shire-reeve), sheriff. 

8 09^. Pret. of shouven. 

shop, pret. of shapen. 

shouven, push. 

shr§we, villain. 

shriven, shrive, confess. 

sikerly, certainly. 

sith, afterwards, then, since; 

sith that, since, 
sittyngest, most suitable, 
skil, discernment, sagacity, 
reason, reasoning, 
skylfully, reasonably. 

8 l§n, slay, kill. 


slit,/rr. of sliden, slide, slip, 
smal, narrow; small, 
smerte, pain ; painful; sharply, 
smerten, hint, smart — ‘ him 
smerte/ he was unhappy, 
snewen, snow; abound, 
snybben, rebuke, 
soleyn, solitary, alone. 
som-d§l, somewhat, 
somnour, summoner, apparitor, 
som-tyme, once, 
soth, true; truth—‘ for s.’ in 
truth, certainly, 
soun, sound. 

sounen, sound ; conduce to. 

soures, bucks of the third 
year. 

space, space ; occasion ; course 
of life. 

sparen, spare ; abstain, 
spar-hauk, sparrow-hawk, 
spillen, destroy, 
stare, starling, 
stemen, shine, 
stenten ( = stinten\ stop, 
sterre, star, 
sterry, starry. 

st^p, steep, deep; bright. 

sterven, die. 

steven, voice. 

stirten, start. 

stot, stallion. 

stounde, period of time. 

streit, narrow; strict; streite. 

tightly. 

strike, hank, 
strpnge, strongly, 
stroyer, destroyer, 
stuwe, stewe, fish-pond, 
swich, such, 
swote, sweet, 
swough, swoon, 
swough, sound. 

swynk, swynken, labour, toil, 
trouble. 

swynkere, labourer. 

swythe, strongly, very, much; 
quickly. 

syk, syken, sigh, 
syn, since, because. 
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tabard, sleeveless coat, smock 
frock. 

table dormaunt, a standing 
table, table always ready. 
taffata,taffetv, a kind of thin silk, 
tailage, impost. 

taille — ‘ tok by t.,' took on 
credit. 

tapicer, upholsterer, 
tappestere, female tapster, bar¬ 
maid. 

targe, shield. 

tempesten, reflex, trouble one¬ 
self. 

tercel, tercelet, male eagle or 
hawk. 

terme, period ; expression—‘ in 
termes han,’ express, define, 
termynen, determine, settle, 
text, quotation, remark, 
than, then, 
then, prosper, 
thenchen, thenken, think. 
th§r, there—' th. as,’ where. 
th§r-to, besides, 
ythfwed—‘ wel ith.,’ of good 
morals, virtuous, 
thing, thing ; agreement, docu¬ 
ment—‘for any thing,’ at all 
cost. 

thp, then. 

thoghte, pret. of thenchen and 
thynken. 
thorp, village, 
thridde, third, 
thries, thrice, 
thrpwe, moment, 
thynken, seem, 
tollen, take toll, allowance, 
top, crown of head, 
td-renden, tear in pieces. 
Tramyssene, kingdom in Africa, 
tretys, well-shaped, 
trompe, trumpet, 
trouthe, fidelity, truth, 
tukked, tucked, coated, 
tweye, two. 
typet, hood, cowl. 

un-commytted, not delegated. 


ungrobbed, not dug round, 
un-korven, unpruned. 
un-kynde, unnatural; unkind, 
unnfthe, not easily, scarcely, 
unto, unto ; until, 
usage, usaunce, habit. 

valence, a fine cloth, 
vavasour, squire, country gen¬ 
tleman. 

venerie, hunting, 
vernycle, an ornament; a mi¬ 
niature picture of Christ, 
verray, true ; truly, very, 
vileynye, brutality, anything 
ungentlemanly. 

waker, watchful, vigilant, 
war, wary, cautious ; aware, 
waren, warn. 

wastel—‘ w. br^d,’ fine bread, 
wawe, wave, 
waxen, grow. 

way ten, watch, look out for. 

webbe, weaver. 

weder, weather; storm. 

welde, dyer’s rocket (a plant). 

we\k,pret. fl/walken. 

welked, withered. 

wenen, think. 

wf re, weir. 

werreyen, wage war. 

westen, go west. 

what, what; why—'what . . 

what,’ partly . . partly, 
whelk, pimple, 
wh^r = whet her. 
which, which, of what kind, 
whilom, formerly, once upon a 
time. 

why, why—‘ for why,’ because, 
wissly, certainly, 
wissen, direct, guide, 
with-holden, keep in retirement, 
wp, woe ; unhappy, 
wod, mad. 
wpd, woad. 

wonder, wonder; wonderfully, 
wone, custom. 

worthy, of high rank, distin¬ 
guished, respectable. 
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wgt, knows 
wrastlyng, wrestling. 
wTgker, avenger; punisher, 
■wympel, covering lor the neck, 
ywympled, with a neck-cloth, 
wynken, wink, doze. 

yaf, prtt. of yiven. 
ye, eye. 

yeddyng, reciting ballads. 


yeldhalle, guildhall, 
yeman, upper servant, retainer, 
yerde, rod ; sceptre ; rule, 
yerne, willingly, eagerly, 
yet, yet, besides, 
yiven, give—*y. of,’ value, 
ygre, long ago, for a long time; 
1 ygre agg,’ for a long time, 
long ago. 


ADDITIONS. 

ravine, (birds of) prey, 
to-shyveren, break to pieces, 
tykelnesse, ticklishness, giddiness. 


THE END 
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contain text without notes , in any of the following series: — 
Select English Classics ( p. 230), Oxford Plain Texts (p. 231), 
Oxford Editions of Standard Authors (see p. 188), The Oxford 
Library of Prose and Poetry (pp. 172-6), The World's Classics 
(pp. 217-27), The Oxford Scott , The Oxford Thackeray , The 
Oxford Dickens (pp. 184-7). (The pages refer to the General 
Catalogue.) 

EARLY ENGLISH 

*CHAUCER. By W. W. Skeat. 

Prologue, Knightes Tale, Nonne Prestes Tale. 

R. Morris’s Edition, re-edited. 2s. 6d. Separately, Prologue , is. 

Man of Lawes Tale, Pardoneres Tale, Second Nonnes 

Tale, Chanouns Yemannes Tale. New Edition, revised. 4s. 6d. 

Prioresses Tale, SirThopas, MonkesTale, ClerkesTale, 

Squieres Tale. Ninth Edition. 4s. 6d. 

Hous of Fame. 2s. 

Legend of Good Women. 6s. 

Minor Poems. Second Edition, enlarged. 14s. net. 
LANGLAND: Piers the Plowman. By W. W. Skeat. 

Ninth Edition. 4s. 6d. 

THE LAY OF HAVELOK THE DANE. By W. W. 

Skeat. Second Edition, revised by K. Sisam. 4s. 6d. 


ELIZABETHAN 


SHAKESPEARE. By G. S. Gordon. 

MldS voT e a r 5 N ; g d h n S et DrCam ’ AS Y ° U LikC h ’ 3nd The Tem P est - 1 ” one 

S"*?" 1 p’ J . u J ius Caesar and Macbeth. In one vol. as. 6d net 
Hamlet, Conolanus, and Twelfth Night. In one vol. as. 6d net 

ePa M?d e sumtfe) °N L ht- e 1 n C ° ri0la D US ’ Hamlet > Julius Caesar, Macbeth, 

Nigh“eS. S DrCam ’ R ‘ Chard ThC Tem P eSt - 

By W. G. Clark and W. Aldis Wright. 

M Y part L I ke al t ’ C° ri ° Ian us, as. 6d. Hamlet, as. Henry IV, 

Hart I as. Henry V, as. Henry VIII, as. Julius Caesar as 

R Venir hn ’ IS ' 6 m J C,nS Lear ’ 1S ‘ 6d ‘ Macbeth > is. 6d Merchant 
AWiN^.h' Ml ^ummer Night’s Dream, rs. 6d. Much Ado 
About Nothing, IS . 6d. Richard II, is. 6d. Richard III 3S 6d 
The Tempest, is. 6d. Twelfth Night, is. 6d. ’ 

A N c e oUeg!s eri u S nd° f Shakespeare’s Plays for Schools and 
net efch ° d he general edltorshi P of J. C. Smith, is, 6 d. 

R| chard II. By Sir Henry Newbolt. Macbeth. By H J C 
Grierson. Much Ado About Nothing. By F. S. Bo/s J 

The Oxford Plain Text Shakespeare. 8d net each 

HlmT y t a H d Cleo P atra - As You Like It, Coriolanus, Cy mb el me 
Hamlet, Henry IV (Part I), Henrv IV fP flr t u ^’ 

KWr K ^ Jo h hn " & k rt r , 

Nothin/ O i Rummer Night’s Dream, Much Ado About 
Nothing, Othello, Richard II, Richard III, Romeo and Juliet 
The Tempest, Twelfth Night, Winter’s Tale. See p. xx . J ’ 

Fifteen PJ a y s for Schools. With glossary abridged from 
• B ACON: The Essays B, A. S. Gave. a,. 6d. net. 

A Wi.h"”“L° f ,. L S rnl “ B - B ? W W„o„ T . 

New Atlantis. By A. B. Gough, is. 6d. net. 
HAKLUYT: Select Narratives. Containing the Voyages of 

Gilbert, Hawkins Drake, Frobisher, Raleieh aLd others f t 
17 T n jj /M. C J 1 . | | series, a Ed. ss^each. 

^ hZ H beth , an Seamen (Hawkins, Frobisher, 

Drake, Gilbert, Amadas and Barlow, Cavendish). By E J Payne 
With notes and maps by C. R. Beazley. Illustrated «s 6d. net 

".ZT S ’ and «• 6d. net; ClUrt 
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Oxford University Press School Books 


HOOKER : Ecclesiastical Polity, I. By R. W. Church. 2s. 
MARLOWE: Edward II. By O. W. Tancock. Third 

Edition. Paper boards, as.; cloth, as. 6d. 

* Doctor Faustus, with Anster’s Translation of Goethe’s 

Faust. Part I. With introduction by Sir A. Ward ana notes by 
C. B. Wheeler. 2s. 6d. net. Separately, Doctor Faustus, as. 

Dr. Faustus, with Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar 

Bungay. Edited by Sir A. Ward. 4 Ed. 6s. 6d. 

MORE: Utopia. (Robynson’s Translation.) ByJ. Churton 

Collins, as. 

NORTH : Translation of Plutarch’s Lives of Coriolanus, 

Caesar, Brutus, and Antonius. By R. H. Carr. 3s. 6d. Separately, 
Coriolanus , and Caesar , is. 6d. each. Caesar with Shakespeare's Julius 
Caesar (Oxford Plain Texts), as. Coriolanus with Shakespeare’s 
Coriolanus (Oxford Plain Texts), 2s. 

SCENES FROM OLD PLAY-BOOKS. By P. Simpson. 

3s. 6d. net. 

THE GROWTH OF THE ENGLISH DRAMA. By 

A. Wynne. 3s. 6d. net. 

SIDNEY : Apologie for Poetry. By J. C. Collins. 2s. 6d. 
♦SPENSER : Faerie Queene, I, II. By G. W. Kitchin and 

A. L. Mayhew. as. 6d. each. 


SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 


♦BUNYAN : Pilgrim’s Progress, Grace Abounding, and Im¬ 
prisonment. By E. Venables. With portrait. Second Edition, 
revised by M. Peacock. 3s. 6d. Separately : Pilgrim's Progress , 
Part I, as. 6d. 

Holy War and The Heavenly Footman. By M. Peacock. 

3s. 6d. 

COWLEY : Essays and other Prose Writings. By A. B. 

Gough. 4s. 6d. 

CLARENDON : History of the Rebellion. Book VI. Edited 

by T. Arnold. Second Edition, with a map and plan. 5s. 

War Pictures. Edited and arranged by R. J. Mac¬ 
kenzie. as. 6d. net. 

♦DRYDEN : Selections. Prose and verse. By G. E. Hadow. 

as. 6d. 

Essay of Dramatic Poesy. By T. Arnold. Third Edition, 

revised by W. T. Arnold. 3s. 6d. 
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*DRYDEN ( continued ). 

Selections. By W. D. Christie. Fifth edition, revised 

by C. H. Firth. 3s. 6d. 

Absalom and Achitophel. By W. D. Christie. Fifth 

Edition, revised by C. H. Firth, as. 

Annus Mirabilis. By W. D. Christie and F. Page. is. 


* 


MILTON : Areopagitica. By J. W. Hales. 3 s. 

Comus. By R. C. Browne, 6d. By O. Elton, is. 

Comus and Minor poems (L’AIlegro, II Penseroso, 

Lycidas, Arcades, and Sonnets). By O. Elton and W. Worrall. as. 

II Penseroso. By O. Elton. 4 d. net. 

Lycidas. By R.C. Browne, 3 d. net. By O. Elton, 6d. net. 

Lycidas, L ’Allegro, II Penseroso. By O. Elton, is. net. 

L’Allegro. By O. Elton. 4 d. net. 

Paradise Lost. Book I, by H. C. Beeching, is. 6d. 

Book II, by E. K. Chambers, is. 6d. Together , as. 6d. Book III, 
by C. B. Wheeler, is. 6d. 

Samson Agonistes. By J. Churton Collins, is. 6d. net. 
Sonnets. By W. Worrall. 6d. net. 


English Poems. By R. C. Browne. 

revised by H. Bradley. Two vols. 6s. 6d. 
4s. ; Vol. II, 3s. 


New Edition, 

Separately : Vol. I, 


EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

ADDISON : Selections from The Spectator. By T. Arnold. 

4 S. 6d. J 


Essays on Addison, by Johnson, Macaulay, and Thack- 

cray. With twelve Essays by Addison. By G. E. Hadow. as. 6d. 

The same, with Johnson’s Life of Addison. 2 s. 6d. 


ADDISON and STEELE: The 

Spectator. By O. M. Myers, as. 


Coverley Papers from The 


♦BURKE: Selections. By E. J. Payne. Second Edition. 

Vol. I : Thoughtson the Present Discontents: The two Speeches on 
Amenca. With additions and corrections. 4s. 6d. Separately : 
Thoughts on the Present Discontents, American Taxation , Con- 
a/taiton with the Colonies , as. 6d. each. 

Vol. II : Reflections on the French Revolution. 5s. 

Vol. Ill ; Letters on the proposed Regicide Peace. 5s. 



Oxford University Press School Books 

‘BURNS : Selections. By J. Logie Robertson. Second 

Edition. 3s. 6d. 

Poems Published in 1786. By M.S.Cleghorn. 3s.6d.net 
*COWPER : Selections. By H. T. Griffith. Two vols. 

3s. each. 

Selected Letters. With introduction by E. V. Lucas, 

and notes by M. L. Milford, as. 6d. net. 

‘DEFOE: The Life and Adventures of Robinson Crusoe. 

Part I. By A. C. Liddell. Illustrated, as. 6d. 

‘GOLDSMITH : Selections. By Austin Dobson. 3s. 6d. 
Deserted Village. By G. G. Whiskard. 6d. Text, 2d. 
Good-Natur’d Man. By G. G. Whiskard. is.6d. net. 

With Sheridan’s Rivals (ed. Balston), 3s. 6d. 

She Stoops to Conquer. By G. A. F. M. Chatwin. 

is. 6d. net. 

The Traveller. By G. Birkbeck Hill. is. With 

Deserted Village (ed. Whiskard) and Byron’s Childe Harold , III 
(ed. Tozer), as. 6d. 

Vicar of Wakefield. By L. J. Stein. Illustrated. 2s. 6d. 
‘GRAY : Selections. By Edmund Gosse. With additional 

notes for schools by F. Watson, is. 6d. 

Poems of 1768. By A. F. Bell. 3s. 6d. net. 

Elegy, and Ode on Eton College. 2d. 

‘JOHNSON : Life of Milton. ByC. H. Firth. Paperboards, 

is.6d.; cloth, as. With Vanity of Human Wishes, paper boards, is.9<L 

Rasselas. By G. Birkbeck Hill. 2s. 

Lives of Dryden and Pope. By A. Milnes. Second 

Edition, revised, as. 6d. With Rasselas , edited by G. Birkbeck 
Hill, 4s. 6d. Separately, Life of Dryden, is. 6d. 

Vanity of Human Wishes. By E. J. Payne. 3rd Ed. 

4d. net. With Life of Milton, paper boards, is. gd. 

See Addison, Essays on (p. 5). 

LOCKE: Conduct of the Understanding. By T. Fowler. 

Fifth Edition, as. 6d. 

PARNELL: Hermit. 2d. 

PITT (William, the Younger): War Speeches. Selected 

and edited by R. Coupland. Second Edition, as. 6d. net. 

‘POPE : Iliad and Odyssey. 2 vols., World's Classics, from 

is. net each. 

Essay on Criticism. By J. Sargeaunt. 2s. net. 



Rape of the Lock. By G. Holden. 2s.net. With Essay 

on Criticism (ed. Sargraunt), 3s. 6d. net. 

Essay on Man. By Mark Pattison. 6 Ed. is. 6d. 
Satires and Epistles. By Mark Pattison. 4 Ed. 2s. 

‘SHERIDAN : The Rivals. By T. Balston. is. 6 d. net. 

With Goldsmith’s Good-Natur 3 d Man (ed. Whiskard), 3s. 6d. 

SWIFT: The Battle of the Books. By Sir H. Craik. 2s.net. 
Gulliver’s Travels. By A. B. Gough. 2s. 6d. 

Conduct of the Allies. By C. B. Wheeler. 2s. 6d. net. 
THOMSON : Seasons and Castle of Indolence. By J. Logie 

Robertson. 4s. 6d. Separately, Castle of Indolence^ is. 6d. 

*WALTON : Compleat Angler. With introduction by A. B. 

Gough and notes by T. Balston. 2s. 6d. net. 


NINETEENTH CENTURY 

^ARNOLD : Selected Poems. By H. B. George. 2s. 

Merope, with the Electra of Sophocles translated by 

R. Whitelaw. By J. Churton Collins. 2s. 6d. 

Essays in Criticism. Oxford Standard Authors. From 

2S» 6d. net. Sohrab and Rustum. By L. Smith, is. 

^AUSTEN (Jane): Pride & Prejudice. By K. Metcalfe. 2s.n. 
BLACKMORE : Lorna Doone. By R. O. Morris. 2s. 6d. 
* BOR ROW: Lavengro. By E. Maxwell. 2s. 6d. net. 
•BROWNING : Men and Women (1855). By G. E. Hadow. 

3s. 6d. net. Strafford. By H. B. George. 2s. 

•BYRON : Childe Harold. By H. F. Tozer. Ed. 3. 2s. 6d. n. 

^parately : I-II, is. 8d. : III-IV, is. 8d.; III, is. 3 d.; IV, is. 3 d. Ill, 
with Goldsmith s Traveller and Deserted Village, 2s. 6d. 

•CAMPBELL: Gertrude of Wyoming. By H. M. Fitz- 

Gibbon. Second Edition, is. 

•CARLYLE: Lectures on Heroes, Hero-Worship, and the 

Heroic in History. By P. C. Parr. 2s. 6d. net. 

Sartor Resartus. By P. C. Parr. 3s. net. 

Frederick the Great. Abridged and edited by A. M. D. 

Hughes. 3s. net. 

•COLERIDGE : Ancient Mariner. By M. A. Keeling, is. 
Poems of Nature and Romance (1794-1807). By M. A. 

Keeling. 3s. 6d. net. See Wordsworth (p. 10). 

*DE QUINCEY : Spanish Military Nun, and Revolt of the 

Tartars. By V. H. Collins. With a maps. qs. 
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Oxford University Press School Books 


‘DICKENS : Pickwick Papers. Abridged, with introduction 

b y r l-s se ll S co rr. With glossary by Philip T. Stephenson, as. 6d. 

Ta Ie of Two Cities. By Mrs. F. S. Boas. as. 6d. 

I ale ° f .T W0 Abridged by Russell Scott, as.6d. 

David Copperfield. By E. Kibblewhite. 2s. 6d. net. 

‘DUFFERIN: Letters from High Latitudes. With intro- 

duction by R. W. Macan and notes by F. A. Cavenagh. as. 6d. net. 

* ELI ° T (George): Mill on the Floss. By R.O. Morris. 2s. n. 
bilas Marner. By H. Marwick, is. 6d. net. 

Scenes of Clerical Life. By E. Limouzin. 2s. net. 
Romola. By C. B. Wheeler. 2s. 6d. net. 

GASKELL (Mrs.) : Cranford, Cage at Cranford, Moorland 

Cottage. By C. Shorter and E. Limouzin. 2s. net. 

^HAWTHORNE : Tanglewood Tales and A Wonder Book. 

By C. Mayne. Illustrated. 2s. 6d. 


♦IRVING (Washington): Sketch Book. ByT.BALSTON. 2s. n. 

* KEATS: Hyperion. By W.T.Arnold & M. Robertson. 2s. 
Isabella. By M. Robertson, gd . 

Poems published in 1820. By M. Robertson. 3s. 6d. 
KINGLAKE: Eothen. With introduction by D. G. 

Hogarth, notes for schools by V. H. Collins, and map. 2s. 6d. 

♦KINGSLEY: Hereward the Wake. ByA.D.lNNEs. 2s.6d.n. 
Water Babies. Slightly abridged. By J. Horace- 

Smith and M. L. Milford. ^Vith notes and illustrations. 2s. 6d. 

The Heroes. By C. Mayne. Illustrated. 2s. 6d. 
Westward Hoi By A. D. Innes. 2s. net. 

LAMB : Essays of Elia. By O. C. Williams. 2s. 6d. net. 
♦LANDOR: Imaginary Conversations. By F. A. Cavenagh. 

2s. 6d. 


♦LONGFELLOW: Hiawatha. By A. F. Schuster, is. 6d. 
Evangeline. By A. B. Gough, is. 6d. Together , 2s. 6d. 
Selections. By E. A. Greening Lamborn. is. net. 

♦LOWELL: Fireside Travels. With introduction by E. V. 

Lucas and notes by F. A. Cavenagh. 3s. net. 

♦LYTTON : Last of the Barons. By F.C. Romilly. 2s. 6d. n. 
♦MACAULAY: Lays of Ancient Rome, Ivry, and the 

Armada. By P. C. Parr. With maps. 2s. 

War of the Succession in Spain. By C. T. Atkinson. 

With map. 2s. 

Essay on Addison. By G. E. Hadow. is. 6d. 

With Thackeray’s Essay and Twelve Essays by 

Addison, 2s.; and Johnson’s Life, 2s. 6d. 




English 


Essay on Bacon. By H. Whyte. 2 s. 

Essays on Chalham. Edited by P. Guedalla. 2s. 6d. 

Separately, the First Essay ( William Pitt, Earl ofChatham is 6d.; 
the Second Essay ( The Earl of Chatham), is. 6d. 

Essay on Clive. By V. A. Smith, as. 

Essay on Milton. By P. T. Creswell. as. 

Essay on Frederic the Great. By C. T. Atkinson, as. 
Essay on Warren Hastings. By V. A. Smith, as. 

Life of Goldsmith. By C. B. Wheeler, is. 

Life of Bunyan. By E. Maxwell. is. 

it- . °g e ther, Lives of Goldsmith and Bunyan. is. 6d. 

*MORR?s y ° E r ngl ^ d n Ch \ ni r By A ' L ’ Bo ' VLEY ‘ <*• 
M ?s R 6 EI n 1t.' LlfC and Death ° f • Jason - By E< Maxwell. 

* R wlt?f : . I i rBe f Cloister and the Hearth. By C. B.Wheeler. 

*RIl«rn e lrat,0ns ' 3S.6d.net. 

r S l Sal ?f and Lilies - ByG.G.WmsKARD. as.6d.n. 
Ethics of the Dust. By R. O. Morris, as. 6d. net. 

. sr i“ B T et ”’ Sesame and Lilies and Ethics of the Dust. 3 s. net. 

bCOTT: New edition of the Waverley Novels. Under 

the general editorship of C. B. Wheeler. Illustr. 

RnhR eaCh 'n T- he i> A " tl( l uar y- By F - A. Cavenagh. 
Rob Roy. By C. B. Wheeler. 

V ake \„ By W ' M,nto - With map. as. 
Edidon fs Minstjel. By W ' MlNT0 - Second 

cloth Isles \ By T- Bayne. Paper boards, is. 6d.; 
f'o’ r xr ■ Marmion. By T. Bayne, as. 

Fortunes of Nigel By S.V. Makower. Illustr. Guy 

Mminenng. By A. D. Innes. Illustr. Ivanhoe. By 

, •f; T , HE °?. OSIUS - Kenilworth. By A. D. Innes. Illustr 

Mnrt^t° fM Th tr T e i'- By G - S- Gordon. With map. Old 
EES* The Talisman. By H. B. George. Quentin 

Ra^ lii P 'iT; Wl f- LERT - R ob Roy. By R. S. 
t 1 u % i W o V ^ rl T By A - D - Innes - Ulustr. 
•SHFTTFV? \a By J- S 'C- BRJDge. Illustr. as. each. 
LLEY. Adonais. By W. M. Rossetti and A. O. 

Prickard. Second Edition. 3s. 6d. 

Poems published in 1820 (Prometheus Unbound and 

* Bn ITTHF v° em r ); r D ’ Hu “ hes - 3S. 6 d. net. 

1 °J ^ 5 lson * B y H. B. Butler. 2s. 6 d. 

« w (Alexa " der): Breamthorp. With introduction by 

ri. Walker, and notes by F. A. Cavenagh. zs. 6d. net. 
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Oxford University Press School Books 


*TENNYSON. By B. C. Mulliner. Shorter Poems and 

Lyrics, 1833-42, 2s. English Idylls and other Poems, 1842-55, 2s. 
Together , 3s. Shorter Poems, The Princess, ed. Allsopp. 3s. 6d. 

Enoch Arden. By H. Marwick, is. 

Enid, Coming of Arthur, Passing of Arthur. By C. B. 

Wheeler. 2s. Separately : Enid , is. 6d.; Coming of Arthur and 
Passing of Arthur, is. 

Oenone and Lotos-Eaters. By F. A. Cavenagh. is. 
Selected Poems, Lotos-Eaters, Ulysses, Death of the 

Duke, Coming and Passing of Arthur. By F. A. Cavenagh and 
C. B. Wheeler. 2s. 6d. 

The Princess. By H. Allsopp. 2s. 

Poems of 1842. By A. M. D. Hughes. 3s. 6d. net. 
♦THACKERAY : History of Henry Esmond. By T. C. 

Snow and W. Snow. With introd. by G. Saintsbury. 2s. 6d. 

English Humourists. By C. B. Wheeler. 2s. 6d. net. 
The Virginians. By J. Logie Robertson. 3s. 6 d. net. 
See Addison, Essays on (p. 5). 

♦WORDSWORTH: White Doe of Rylstone, &c. By 

William Knight, as. 6d. 

Poems published in 1807. By H. Darbishire. 4s. 6d. net. 
Patriotic Poetry. Selected and edited by the Rt. Hon. 

A. H. D. Acland. Paper covers, thin paper, is. net ; cloth, thick 

paper, is. net; leather, as. 6d.net. . , r> 11 j 

♦WORDSWORTH and COLERIDGE: Lyrical Ballads, 

1798. By H. Littledale. 3s. 6d. net. 

SELECT ENGLISH CLASSICS 


Selections with introductions by 

Paper, 3d. net each ; 

ARNOLD : Poems. 

BLAKE: Poems. 

BROWNING (R.): Poems. 

COLERIDGE: Poems. 

COWPER: Poems. 

EARLY E ENGLISH LYRICS (with 

glossarial notes). ... . , 

EVERYMAN (complete, with glossanal 

notes). „ „ . 

GOLDSMITH: Traveller, and De¬ 

serted Village. 

HOOD: Poems. 

JONSON: Forest, Underwood, and 

Timber. 

KEATS : Poems. 

MARLOWE: Plays. 

MARVELL: Poems. 

MILTON: Minor Poems 
MILTON and WORDSW ORTH : Son- 

nets. 

OLD BALLADS. 

ROBIN HOOD. Old Ballads. 
SHAKESPEARE : Songs and Sonnets. 


Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch. 

cloth, 4d. net each. 

SHELLEY: Poems. 
TENNYSON: Poems. 
WHITMAN: Poems. 
WORDSWORTH: Poems. 


BACON: Essays. 

BOSWELL: Life of Johnson. 
BUNYAN. 

DEFOE. 

HAZLITT. 

LAMB. 

NAPIER: Peninsular War. 
SEVENTEENTH - CENTURY 
‘CHARACTERS’. 
WALPOLE: Letters. 
WALTON : Lives, and Angler. 


Together in cloth bindings. 
RABBE, BLAKE, and HOOD. is. net 
UNYAN. COWPER, CRABBE, and 
DEFOE. 1s.3d.net 
iUNYAN and DEFOE. 8d. net. 
iOLDSMITH, with Byron s Childe 
Harold III. 8d. net. 

DALTON, BUNYAN, and DEFOE. ian. 



English 


OXFORD PLAIN TEXTS 

All prices net 


Paper. 

Cloth 

ARNOLD : Balder Dead, 

and Mycerinus . , 

3d. 

4 d. 

Sohrab and Rustura 

3d- 

4d. 

Thyrsis andThe Scholar 

Gipsy. 

3d. 

4 d. 

BROWNING : Saul . . 

3d. 

4 d. 

BYRON : Childe Harold 

m II, III, & IV each 

3d. 

4 d - 

I-II,II-III,III-IVeach 


6 d. 

III, with Goldsmith’s 

Traveller (S. E. C.) . 

— 

8d. 

i-iv. 

_ 

IS. 

Prisoner of Chillon, 

Mazeppa, and Lament 

of Tasso.... 

3d. 

4d. 

CARLYLE: Burns . . 

4d. 

6 d. 

Scott. 

4 d. 

6 d. 

CLOUGH : Selections , 

3d. 

4d. 

COLERIDGE: Ancient 

Manner, & Christabel 

3d. 

4d. 

COWPER : The Task, I 

3d. 

4d. 

DE QUINCEY : Spanish 

Military Nun, and Re- 

volt of the Tartars . 

8 d. 

iod. 

DRYDEN : Preface to 

Fables ..... 

3d. 

4d. 

GRAY : The Elegy, and 

Odes. 

3d. 

4 d. 

JOHNSON: Life of Gray 

3d. 

4d. 

KEATS : Isabella, and 

Eve of St. Agnes . . 

3d. 

4d. 

LONGFELLOW: Hia- 

watha. 

6 d. 

8 d. 

Evangeline .... 

6 d. 

8 d. 

Evangeline & Hiawatha 

— 

is. 


Paper. Cloth. 

MACAULAY: History of 

England, Ch. Ill . . gd. is. 
Lays, Ivry, Armada . 6d. 8d. 

Essay on Addison . . 6d. 8d. 

Essay on Bacon . . . 8d. iod. 


Essay on Bunyan . 

3 d. 

4 d. 

Essay on Byron . . 

3 d. 

4 d. 

Essay on Clive . . . 

6d. 

8d. 

Essay on Frederic the 

Great. 

6d. 

8d. 

Essay on Warren Hastings 8d. iod. 

Essay on Johnson . . 

4 d. 

6d. 

Essay on Milton . . 

4 d. 

6d. 

Life of Bunyan . . . 

3 d- 

4 d. 

Life of Goldsmith . 

3 d. 

4 d. 

Pitt, Earl of Chatham . 

4 d. 

6d. 

The Earl of Chatham . 

6d. 

8d. 

War Succession in Spain 4d. 

6d. 

MILTON: Paradise Lost, 

I-VI .... each 

3 d. 

4 d. 

i-iv. 


IS. 

Comus .... 

3 d. 

ad. 

Minor Poems (L’Alle- 
gro, 11 Penseroso, 

Lycidas, Arcades, and 

Sonnets) .... 

3 d. 

4 d. 

Comus, and Minor Poems 


6d. 

PARNELL: Hermit . . 

2d. 

— 

POPE: Essay on Criticism 

3 d. 

4 d. 

SCOTT: Ladyofthe Lake 

8d. 

tod. 

Lay of the Last Minstrel 

6d. 

8d. 

Lord of the Isles . . 

8d. 

iod. 

M arm ion . 

8d. 

iod. 

SHAKESPEARE. 

Eighteen Plays . each 

— 

8d. 

SHELLEY : Adonais, 

Alastor, and other 

Poems . 

3 d- 

4 d. 

SPENSER : Faerie 

Queene, I, V . each 

9 d. 

IS# 

WORDSWORTH: The 

Excursion, I . . . 

3 d. 

4 d. 





Oxford University Press School Books 


ANTHOLOGIES, READERS, ETC. 

*BOOK OF VERSE FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. Com- 

piled by J. C. Smith. In three Parts. I, paper, 4 d.; cloth. 6d. II, 
8d., iod. Ill, is. 3d., is. 6d. I—III, cloth, 2s. 6d. Ill, First and Second 
Sections, paper, 8d. each; cloth, iod. each. With notes, I-III, 3s. 6d. 

*PALGRAVE'S GOLDEN TREASURY. With 109 addi¬ 
tional poems to end of 19th century. Thick or thin paper, from is. net. 
With notes by C. B. Wheeler, 2s. 6d. ; Notes, is. 6d. net. 

RA HISTORICA. Poems of British History, 61-1910. 

Selected by M. E. Windsor and J. Turral, with preface by J. C. 
Smith. With introductions and notes. 2s. Separately: Parti (6i- 
I 3 ^ I )> 8d. ; Part II (1388-1641), 8d.; Part III (1644-1910), is. 

BOOK OF BALLADS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. 

Selected by J. C. Smith and G. Soutar. is. 4 d. 

STORIES IN VERSE. Selected by V. H. Collins, is. 6d. 
POEMS OF ACTION. Selected by V. H. Collins. is.6d. 

With notes, 2s. 6d. Separately, the Notes , is. net. 

POEMS OF WAR AND BATTLE. Selected by V. H. 

Collins. In various bindings from is. 6d. ; on Oxford India Paper, 
bound in Arabian leather, 3s. 6d. net. 

OXFORD GARLANDS. Selected and edited by R. M. 

Leonard, i 5 volumes (including Patriotic Poems). Cloth, 9c!. net each. 

ENGLISH SONGS AND BALLADS. Compiled by 

T. W. H. Crosland. World’s Classics, is. 3d. net. 

POEMS OF ENGLISH COUNTRY LIFE. Selected 

and edited by H. B. George and W. H. Hadow. 2s. 

THE ENGLISH PARNASSUS. An anthology of longer 

poems. By W. M. Dixon and H. J. C. Grierson. 4s. 6 d. net. 

THE TRIPLED CROWN. A book of English, Scotch, 

and Irish verse for the age of six to sixteen, chosen and arranged by 
three of that age. 3s. 6d. net; on Oxford India Paper, 4s. 6d. net. 

OXFORD TREASURY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. 

By G. E. Hadow and W. H. Hadow. Vol. I Old English to Jacobean, 
Second Edition. VoL II: Growth of the Drama, Second Edition. 
Vol. Ill: Jacobean to Victorian. 3s. 6d. each. 

GROWTH OF THE ENGLISH DRAMA. By A. Wynne. 

3s. 6d. net. 

REPRESENTATIVE ENGLISH DRAMAS FROM 

DRYDEN TO SHERIDAN. By F. Tupper and J. Tupper. 5s. net. 

PAGES OF BRITAIN’S STORY, a.d. 597-898. Extracts 

from historians and chroniclers. Ed. by J. Turral. 2s. 6d. net. 
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Anthologies, Readers, &c. 


ENGLISH PROSE PASSAGES FOR REPETITION. 

Selected by H. A. Treble, is. 6d. 

EN £mJ£m PROSE from mandeville to 

KUSIUN Chosen by W. Peacock, is. net World’s Classics. With 
notes by T. Balston, as. 6 d. net 

ENGLJISH PROSE : Narrative, Descriptive, and Dramatic. 

Compiled by H. A. Treble, is. net. 

PATRIOTIC PROSE. Compiled by F. Page. 2s. net. 
SEUSCTED'ENGLISH ESSAYS. Chosen by W. Pea- 

cock. World s Classics, is. 3 d. net. With notes by C. B. Wheeler, 
a Ed., as. 6d. ; separately, the Notes , is. net 

B °°K v°m ENG LISH ESSAYS (1600-1900). Chosen 

R V. Makower and B. H. Blackwell. World’s Classics. 1s.3d.net. 

With Notes, as. 6d. ; separately, the Notes, is. net. 

en GL!SH CRITICAL ESSAYS (XlXCentury). Selected 

by E. D. Jones. World’s Classics, is. 3 d. net. 

SELECTED ENGLISH LETTERS. Chosen by M. 

uckitt and H. Wragg. World’s Classics, is. 3 d. net With notes 
_ ?y E - Maxwell, as. 6d. net. 

LE ^ T J RS WRITTEN IN WAR TIME. Selected by 

H. Wragg. World s Classics, is. 3 d. net. 

SELECTED ENGLISH SHORT STORIES (XIX Cen¬ 

ter ,ntroductlon b y H. Walker. World's Classics, is. 3 d. not. 

EN m,d'^ t P d ? P F E f C i HES fr ° m Burke to Gladst one, selected 

and edited by E. R. Jones, is. 3 d. net. 

SPEECHES ON BRITISH FOREIGN POLICY 1708- 

Selecte<1 b y E - R- Jones, is. 3 d. net ' 

NA Scii n « E b N t B P° K f' A Literar y 1 Production to Natural 

ocience. By J. Logie Robertson, as. net. 

A TH^rvtM> READER ' By Mrs ' C - Smith - is. 6d. 

A READER ‘ ByG. M.Sm.th. is. 6 d. 

tnTTKu or IOT READER ' By E. B. Coll,ns. is. 6d. 

novels f T L K C r TIONS FROM THE WAVERLEY 

aovtLb. By J. K. Craigie. is. 6 d. 

STORIES. By Edward Thomas, as. 

TALES> By Edward Thomas. 2s. 

Stor By M ‘ Ham,lton ' Illustrated. 2s. 

ST Sv B l ES EROM MEDIAEVA L ROMANCE. By Netta 

SELECTIONS FR OM MALOR Y. By H. Wragg. 2s. 

TH tLd NBIAN HEROES ' BjTc A. K.NCA.D. Ulus- 
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BOOKS FOR JUNIOR FORMS 

PUBLISHED BY HENRY FROWDE AND HODDER & STOUGHTON 

HERBERT STRANG’S HISTORICAL STORIES 

With maps, chronological table, and four colour plates, is. net each. 

IN THE NEW FOREST (William I). LION-HEART (Rich¬ 
ard I). WITH THE BLACK PRINCE (Edward III). CLAUD 
THE ARCHER (Henry V). FOR THE WHITE ROSE (Ed¬ 
ward IV). A MARINER OF ENGLAND (Elizabeth). ONE 
OF RUPERTS HORSE (Charles I). WITH MARLBOROUGH 
TO MALPLAQUET (Anne). ROGER THE SCOUT (George II). 

HERBERT STRANG’S LIBRARY 

Limp cloth, coloured frontispiece, 9d. net. Picture boards, coloured frontis¬ 
piece, iod. net. Cloth boards, two colour plates, is. 6 d. net. Edited for 
’ school use, with some of the longer works abridged. 

ROBINSON CRUSOE. By Daniel Defoe. 

TALES FROM SHAKESPEARE. By Charles and Mary Lamb. 
MUNGO PARK’S TRAVELS. STORIES FROM GRIMM. 
THE CORAL ISLAND. By R. M. Ballantyne. 

TRUE BLUE. PETER THE WHALER. By W.H.G. Kingston. 
LITTLE WOMEN. GOOD WIVES. By Louisa Alcott. 
TALES FROM HANS ANDERSEN. 

TOM BROWN’S SCHOOLDAYS. By T. Hughes. 

LIFE OF NELSON. By Robert Southey. 

A WONDER BOOK. TANGLEWOOD TALES. By Nathaniel 

Hawthorne. _ ^ __ __ 

A BOOK OF GOLDEN DEEDS. By Charlotte M. Yonge. 
OUENTIN DURWARD. 1VANHOE. By Sir Walter Scott. 
ADVENTURES IN THE RIFLE BRIGADE. By Sir John 


Kincaid. ^ 

WESTWARD HO! THE HEROES. By Charles Kingsley. 
WHAT KATY DID. WHAT KATY DID AT SCHOOL. 

WHAT KATY DID NEXT. By Susan Coolidge. 

THE LIFE OF WELLINGTON. By W. H. Maxwell. 

THE BOY’S COUNTRY BOOK. By William Howitt. 

LIFE OF COLUMBUS. By Washington Irving. 
MIDSHIPMAN EASY. By Captain Marryat. 

CURIOSITIES OF NATURAL HISTORY. By F. Buckland. 
BATTLES OF THE PENINSULAR WAR. By Sir W. Napier. 
CAPTAIN COOK’S VOYAGES. 

THE TALISMAN. By Sir Walter Scott. 

PETER THE WHALER. By H. W. G. Kingston. 


PLAYS OF SHAKESPEARE 

Boards or limp cloth, with coloured frontispiece, text, and glossary, 8 d. net 
each ^ with brief notes by A. F. Roberts, 9^* net each. 

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE. JULIUS CAESAR. HENRY 
THE FIFTH. AS YOU LIKE IT. THE TEMPEST. MACBETH. 
RICHARD THE SECOND. A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM. 


_Books for Junior Forms 

LITTLE BOOKS OF VERSE 

J ook ( k pa P e f> “id-net, limp cloth, 3 $d. net; Book II, paper, 

rwi, net iJ' mp C °o h ’ Book P a per, 3^d. net, limp 

cloth, 4^d. net; Book IV, limp cloth, 8d. net. 

SCO cU, I of, H 3 P d°n E eT RY ^^UNG. Edited by W. A. 

THE OXFORD READING BOOKS 

BnoW°n l’ 128 pages ’ 1S - net; Book n * r 44 pages, is. net; 
Book III, 200 pages, is. 2d. net; Book IV, 232 pages 

is 4 d. net; Book V, 264 pages, 'is. 6d. net; Book VI 
272 pages, is. 6d. net. 

"IS”fTv 0With notes - and exercises in grammar and com- 
position Books I-IV, 6d. net each ; Books V-VI, 8d. net each. 

THE YOUNG PATRIOT READERS 

Cloth, illustrated. With notes and exercises. Book I, is. 

net; Book II, ls . 2 d. net; Book III, is. 4 d. net; Book IV 
is. od. net. __ _ ’ 

FIR iLTL E is H READER - J ■ Y - Evans ' With preface by Sir E. 

n B i j - m - barrie - a —^ **•> 

THE OXFORD STORY READERS 

FIR fw.n ERIES (F ° R Pup,LS AGED 7-9)- Paper, ^d.net; cloth, 

WH HONOUR LA R D n' By Q uii - ler - Co ^h. HIS WORD OF 
D AIIrHTFo y n 2 UG r - AS , Gr A NT ‘ MOTHER ROUNDABOUT’S 

RM GH n TER ' By Sir G. W. Dasent. ELLIE AND HER COUSINS 

TH “‘GOLDEN TOUCH RAIN n BOW GOLD - By G- E. Faiirow.' 

T 2 U £ H> fi y Nathaniel Hawthorne. LITTLE 

T r^fi By Grimm. ADVENTURES OF MR. PRICKLE- 
SECOND s/ R fi?^ G r DALE - to THE GOLDEN BIRD. By Gr.nm. 

c?oth D 3 fd ne ES (F ° R PUPILS AGED 9 - Ilk Pa P £r ’ 

™ E CH Rl fTMA S T ri™ DE » R ’ V E R . By John Rusk.n. THE 

AND PFASFm § y £ RANCES Browne. BEANFLOWER 

MAN’S E WHI B St?f SO r‘ By Charles Nodier. THE GOODIE- 

CHAIR W H H v IS nT LE - Agnes G - Herbertsoh. GUGGLE'S 
LHAIR. By Richard Stead. IN STRANGE COMPANY Bv 

Harold Avery. ROBIN HOOD. By F Gudgin ALADDIN 
By F. Gudgin. BROWNIE AND BRIJSWn u‘' \\r ALAUUIN - 

OLD WELSH STORIES Rell by U ,21 °C. Ellis^ TrEACHER ‘ 

THIRD SERIES (for Pupils aged 11-13) Cloth sd net 

GER ^Ji?' S LONG J QlJ RNEY. By CharlesReade? ’ SOME AD- 

OF N DM0 S NE) F BU^F U1 H°h E ‘ By Cervantes - the ESCAPE 
T Ac;T E !ir BUI * KE * B y Herbert Strang. HEREWARD’S 

t H o £ y Charles Kingsley. BARNABY RUDGE IN 

uat t- ON t; By Charles Dickens. TOM BROWN’S FIRST 
LiALF. By Thomas Hughes. 


Oxford University Press School Books 


THE OXFORD STORY READERS (contd.) 

FOURTH SERIES (for Pupils aged 12-14). Cloth, 'jd. net. 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL. By Charles Dickens. THE LITTLE DUKE. 
THE LANCES OF LYNWOOD. By Charlotte M.Yonge. BONNIE 
PRINCE CHARLIE. By Sir Walter Scott. 

TALES OF MANY LANDS. By L. Marsh. Graduated and illustrated. 
Tales of the Fairies, is. net. Old Time Tales, is. 3d. net. Tales of 
the Homeland, is. 6d. net. Tales of Foreign Lands, is. 8d. net. 

HERBERT STRANG’S READERS. 8d. net. 

Grade I (for pupils aged 7-8). 

ROUGH : The Story of a Dog. By Mrs. Herbert Strang. 

A STITCH IN TIME: a Story of Home Life. By Evelyn Ward. 

THE GOLDEN GATE : A Book of Simple Verse. 

Grade II (for pupils aged 9-10). 

A LITTLE NORMAN MAID: a Story of the Norman Conquest. By 
Herbert Strang. 

BRAVE MARGET : a Story of a Girl’s Heroism. By Mrs. Herbert Strang. 
THE BOY WHO WOULD NOT LEARN: a Story of the Reign of 
Stephen. By Herbert Strang. 

LITTLE TALKS ABOUT BIRDS AND BEASTS. By May Byron. 

Grade III (for pupils aged 11-12). 

THE WORLD WAR. By Hirbert Strang. 

CERDIC THE SAXON. By Herbert Strang and L. L. Weedon. 

OUR GREAT ADVENTURE. By Herbert Strang. 

THE STORY OF JOAN OF ARC. By Evelyn Ward. 

IN TRAFALGAR’S BAY. By Herbert Strang. 

THROUGH THE NORTH COUNTRY. By H. Russell Ford. 

THE STORY OF LORD KITCHENER. By A. O. Cooke. 

Grade IV (for pupils above 12). 

THE SILVER SHOT : a Story of the 16th Century. By Herbert Strang. 
THE STORY OF FRANCIS DRAKE. By H. Russell Ford. 

THE STORY OF NAPOLEON. By A. O. Cooke. 

THE STORY OF LORD ROBERTS. By A. O. Cooke. 

A PRISONER IN SPAIN. By Herbert Strang. 

THE OXFORD PRIMERS AND INFANT READERS. Based on the 
Phonic System. Illustrated in colour. FIRST PRIMER. id. net. 
SECOND PRIMER. 8d. net. FIRST INFANT READER. 8d. net. 
SECOND INFANT READER. 9 d. 

THE OXFORD HISTORY READERS. With coloured illustrations. 
Children in History. By M. Quiller-Couch. iod. net. Heroes in 
History. By Mrs. Laurence Binyon. is. net. Stories from English 
History. By J. Aston. 1s.3d.net. The Tudor Period. By I. Plunket. 
is. 6d. net. The Stuart Period. By Mrs. J. Owen. is. 6d. net. The 
Georgian Period. By Mrs. J. Owen. is. 6d. net. The Reign of 
Victoria. By M. B. Synge, is. 6d. net. The Reign of Edward VII. 
By Mrs. L. Binyon. 8d. net. The Story of the Empire. By F. L. 

Bowman, is. 6d. net. _ 

CITIZENS OF THE EMPIRE. An Introduction to Civics. By Ierne L. 

Plunket. Illustrated, is. 6d. net. 

HISTORICAL DIALOGUES. By Mrs. L. Binyon. pd. 
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